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PREFATORY NOTE 

This is the fifth part of a comprehensive guide initiated in the fiscal 
year 1941 as a part of the program of the Department of State for 
cooperation with the other American republics. Certain preliminary 
and special studies published by the Library of Congress had called 
attention to the urgent practical working need for such a guide. The 
official publications of the other American republics constitute the 
largest available body of documentation about administrative, economic, 
social, and cultural conditions in these countries. At the same time, 
through lack of information concerning the governmental structure and 
the system of government reporting and publishing, these are often the 
least utilized sources. This guide has been prepared to fill the need 
for a practical reference work for the many agencies and individuals 
of the American republics interested in these matters. 

The actual work of this comprehensive project was begun in 1940 
with the appointment of Mr. Henry H. McGeorge. He continued on 
in charge through December 1943 and spent a period of approximately 
eight months in the fiscal year 1943 in Latin America, principally in 
the capitals of Brazil, Paraguay, Argentine, Chile, and Bolivia, bring- 
ing up to date and extending information on many important points in 
a way that would not otherwise have been possible. In August 1946 
the administrative responsibility for the completion of the program was 
placed upon the Director of the Hispanic Foundation, and Mr. Henry 
V. Besso was subsequently appointed general editor. 



INTRODUCTION 


U NDER the title Colombian Government publications } the initial 
draft of the present work, arranged in the alphabetical order of 
the agencies, was printed in the Proceedings of the third con- 
vention of the Inter-American bibliographical and library association 
(New York, H. W. Wilson Co., 1941), then reprinted in separate form 
(41 pp.) for the Library of Congress by the H. W. Wilson Co., Mar. 
1941, and reprinted a second time with a few slight corrections at the 
United States Government Printing Office in Oct. 1941. 

The present work is arranged in the order of the three branches of 
the government as stated in the Constitution, preceded by a section of 
General publications. Article 55 of the 1945 Codification of the 1886 
Constitution refers to them as the legislative, executive, and jurisdic- 
tional (formerly judicial). 

Under the Constitution of 1886, Colombia became a unified republic, 
usually designated as the Republica de Colombia. This same name was 
used in the Ley fundamental of July 1821, for the union of the former 
Spanish possessions of Venezuela and Nueva Granada. The name Estado 
de Nueva Granada was adopted in the Ley fundamental of Nov. 27, 
1831, and likewise in the Constitution of 1832, after Venezuela and 
Ecuador had become independent. Under the Constitution as modified 
in 1842 and 1843, the name was Republica de Nueva Granada; under 
the Constitution of 1858, Con federation granadina; and in the pact of 
Sept. 20, 1861, as well as in the Constitution of 1863, the Estados Unidos 
de Colombia. Despite these changes in name, the whole body of legis- 
lation from 1821 to date, is regarded as a unit in the CodificaciSn 
nacional now being published officially at Bogota. In a catalog, it like- 
wise seems reasonable to consider Colombia as a unit for author entry 
without confusing period subdivisions. 

Most government publications are printed at the Imprenta nacional 
in Bogota, and are generally distributed at the discretion of the issuing 
departments. There is no current directory of the agencies of the gov- 
ernment, recording the changes taking place from year to }^ear. While 
there is a brief inventory list of the publications in the annual report 
of the government printing office, there is no definite and regular record 
of the government documents issued elsewhere than at the Imprenta 
nacional. In recent years, the situation has been somewhat complicated 
by the increasing use of the mimeograph and other near-print processes. 

For documents of the early period to 1831, full descriptions may 
ordinarily be found in the elaborate two-volume Bibliografia bogotana , 
by the late Eduardo Posada, published 1917-25, as volumes 16 and 36 
of the Biblioteca de historia nacional . A third volume of the Bibliografia 
bogotana being completed by Gustavo Otero Munoz has been announced. 
The two,, catalogs of the Anselmo Pineda and the Jose Maria Quijana 
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Otero collections issued by the Biblioteca nacional in 1935 are especially 
rich in documents of the first six decades of the nineteenth century. 
Ordinarily documents in these two catalogs are entered under the name 
of the responsible official rather than under the agency. The List of 
the serial publications of foreign governments , 1815-1931, edited by 
Winifred Gregory (New York, 1932), contains on pp. 149-1 53 a union 
list of the titles so far as represented in u larger libraries in the United 
States. Official periodicals and bulletins, so far as represented in the 
Biblioteca nacional at Bogota, but without indication usually of the 
issuing agency, are included in its two-volume Catdlogo de todos las 
periodicos que exist en desde su fundacion • hast a el auo de 1935 , issued 
in 1936. Many documents, arranged by title, are listed briefly in the 
Indie e general , 1936, of the Biblioteca del Congreso. In vol. 31, pp. 
232-269, of A catalog of books represented by Library of Congress 
printed cards issued to July 31, 1942 , published by the Association of 
research libraries appear the entries under Colombia. Reference may 
also be made to A. guide to the law and legal literature of Colombia , by 
Richard C, Backus . . . and Phan or J. Ed or . . . Washington, The 
Library of Congress, 1943. Columns 911-967, vol. XL (1946) of the 
General Catalogue of printed books in the British Museum contain the 
entries under Colombia. 

Emphasis has been placed upon public documents of the ministries 
and other agencies rather than upon the substantial number of works 
by Colombian authors as well as occasional historical and descriptive 
publications relating to Colombia, whether printed at the national printing 
office or other official presses, or whether subsidized in whole or in part 
by the government. Mention may be made of a few instances that have 
been authorized by statute. Law 90 of 1927 provided in article 5 for 
publication of an edition of the scientific and literary works of Dr. Carlos 
Alban; law 3 of 1935, for publication of the commentaries on civil law 
and other writings of Jose Maria Gonzalez Valencia; law 18 of 1937, 
for the acquisition of the copyright in the published and unpublished 
works of “historia patria” of Gustavo Arboleda; and law 39 of 1939, 
for the publication of the translation by Leopoldo Lopez Alvarez of the 
complete works of Iiomer and Virgil. 

The array of publications issued by the ministries and other agencies 
of the republic of Colombia as described here is very considerable though 
not complete, and should stimulate the use of materials available as well 
as encourage greater emphasis on collecting. 



GENERAL PUBLICATIONS 


T HE general publications of the government are described under the follow- 
ing headings: Official Gazette, Session Laws, Legislative History, National 
Codification, Decrees and Constitution. 

OFFICIAL GAZETTE 

Diario oficial, or gem o de public id ad de los actos del gobierno national, aho 1, no. 

1, Apr. 30, 1864, to date. Bogota, Imprenta nacional. Daily. Official organ of the 
government. Includes the first and official publications of the laws, as well as 
executive decrees, orders, contracts, presidential messages, registration of trade- 
marks, inventions, copyrights, treasury statements, and banking statements. 

For 1864 an “Indice alfabetico” was printed in 1910; beginning with 1865 there 
were annual indexes, later semiannual indexes, and more recently ( 1914—16, and 
July 1917 to date) quarterly indexes. The Manual de la legislation colombiana . . . 
per Milo A. Borges (Bogota, 1940) is an index to the Diario oficial for laws, 
decrees and orders during the period 1935-38, and a revision covering the years 
1931-44 is in the course of publication. 

No. 759 (Oct. 2, 1866) — 936 (May 18, 1867) have the title Rejistro oficial 
For the Diario oficial it may be useful to note that there is a Diario oficial 
estraordinario , July 31, 1873 (on cover, 20 de julio) devoted to Celebration del 
LX I II anwersario national (119 pp. octavo), and that the Constitution of 1886 was 
published as nums. 6, 758-6, 759 (Aug. 7). 

The Diario oficial was preceded by various gazettes, as follows, all of which 
contained much material in addition to the laws, decrees, etc : 

1. Gaceta de Colombia, nos. 1-566, Sept. 6, 1821-Dec. 29, 1831. No indexes. Nos. 
1-12, Sept. 6-Oct. 14, were printed at Rosario de Cucuta, and reprinted in 8 nos. 
at Bogota in 1828. No, 13 is dated Jan. 13, 1822, Bogota, there having been a 
considerable interruption due to the transfer of the capital from Cucuta. 

A few notes as to special documents of unusual interest in the gazette follow: 
1822, no. 17 (Feb. 10) contains population table for greater Colombia, supple- 
mented in no. 51 (Oct 6). 

1823, no. 74 (Mar. 23) contains table of treasury receipts and expenditures. 
1823, no. 80, suppl. (Apr. 30) : Mensaje del poder ejecutivo de Colombia d la 
apertura del primer Cangrcso constitutional de la rcpublica, signed Francisco de 
P. Santander, Apr. 17. 

1823, Gaceta estraordinaria (Dec. 9) bears caption: Colombia absolutamente 
libre. 

1824, no. 124 (Feb. 29) includes “Estado jeneral de las ordenes de relijiosos.” 
1824, no. 163 (Nov. 28) has a table of Spanish boats taken in the years 1823-24. 
1825, Gaceta c sir aor dinar ia (Mar. 4) bears caption “Colombia reconocida en 
nacion soberana por la Gran-Bretafia.” 

1825, no. 201 suppl. (Aug. 21): Treaty of peace, friendship, navigation and 
commerce, Colombia and the United States, concluded Oct. 3, 1824. 

1827, no. 311 (Sept. 30) has a “Cuadro estadistico de la republica de Colombia, 
censo de poblacion formado en julio de 1825/’ 

1828, includes proceedings of the Gran Convention, Ocaha. 

1830, includes proceedings of the Congreso constituyente. 

2. Gaceta de la Nvtcva Granada , nos. 1-941, Jan. 1, 1832-Dec. 30, 1847. Nos. 1-10, 
Jan. 1-Feb. 2, 1832, have title: Gaceta de la N. Granada. Annual indexes, 1832-1844. 

1844, no, 661 (Jan. 7) contains “Resumen del censo jeneral de la poblacion de 
la Nueva Granada, distribuido por provinelas, cantones, i distritos parroquiales, 
con expresion del numero de electores, que a cada canton i provincia, corresponde 



8 


GUIDE TO OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 


con arreglo al arti'culo 17 de la Constitucion” dated Dec. 30, 1843. Secretana de lo 

interior. 

3. Gaccta o final, nos. 942-2, 603, Jan. 2, 1948-July 9, 1861. No indexes. During 
1854 the regular series was interrupted between Apr. 15 (no. 1728) and Dec. 10 
(no. 1729) by an irregular series no. 1729 (Apr. 24) to 1747 (Oct. 5) issued 
by the dictatorship of Jose Maria Melo in Bogota. 

Notes on contents of unusual interest follow: 

1848, nos. 1010-1011 (Oct. 29, Nov. 5) include “Memoria del ingeniero Estanislao 
Zawadsky sobre el camino de Buenaventura” accompanied by a folded map in 1011. 

1852, no. 1334 (Apr. 5) suppl. (table) “Resumen del censo jeneral de poblacion 
de la Nueva Granada en 1851.” Secretana de gobierno. 

1855, no. 1742 (Jan. 18) reproduces decrees and orders promulgated at Ibague 
as provisional capital and printed in the B olefin oficial t which was issued there 
probably from July 22 through Nov. 3, 1854. 

1855, no. 1744 (Jan. 25). Contains only “Comunicaciones sobre el estado del 
orden publico, i dan do parte de los encuentros con los rebeldes, publicados en el 
B olefin oficlal de Ibague,” pp. 429-448. 

1855, no. 1745 (Jan. 29) contains only “Documentos importantes publicados en 
el B olefin oficial de Ibague.” 

4. Regisiro ofidal de los Estados Unidos de Colombia , nos. 1-160 1 , July 26, 186 1— 
April 27, 1864. No indexes. Nos. 1-15 have title : Rejistro oficial de los Estados 
Unidos de Nueva Granada. 


SESSION LAWS 


Leyes expedidas por el Congreso nacional. Edicion oficial revisada por el Consejo 
de estado. The volume of laws in the official edition usually issued at the con- 
clusion of each legislature, edited by the Consejo de estado and placed on sale 
currently at the Imprenta nacional. Upon enactment the laws are first published 
officially in the Diario oficial , and then also reproduced in the legislative Anales. 
This official series of statutes at large has been published almost continuously from 
the beginning of independent government in Colombia. At times there have also 
been various unofficial editions. An indication of variant titles is given so far as 
known to exist: 

1821 : Cuerpo de leyes de la republica de Colombia, Tomo 1° Comprende let 
Constitucion y leyes sancionadas por el primer Congreso jeneral en las sestones 
que eelebro desde el 6 de mayo hasta el 14 de octubre de 1821. 

1823— 24. Coleccion de las leyes dadas por el Congreso constitutional de la rc~ 
piiblica de Colombia en las sesiones de las anos 1823 y 1824. 

1825— 26 : Coleccion de las leyes ... 

1827: Not listed in Posada; possibly not printed in volume form. 

1828-29: Congress did not convene. 

18o0. Coleccion de las leyes dadas por el Congreso constituyente de la republica 
de Colombia. 


1831 o2. Coleccion de las leyes dadas por la Convencion constituyente del estado 
de la Nueva Granada en las sessiones de los anos 1831 y 1832. 

1833 to 1844 (annual) : Coleccion de las leyes i decretos (1843, 1844: y decretos ). 
184a to 18o0 (annual) : Leyes y decretos, 

18al : Leyes, decretos i ados lejislativos. 

1852 to 1857 (annual) : Leyes i decretos . 


18a8 to 1860 (annual): Act os lejislativos. . 

1861-62 (Congress not in session) : Ados vijentes de cardcter lejislativo del 
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gobierno provisorio de los Estados unidos de Colombia (printed 1866). 

1863 : Ados lejislativos de la Convention national en Rionegro el 4 de febrero 
de 1863. Constitution of 1863 at the beginning of volume. 

1864 to 1870 (annual) : Ados lejislativos del Congreso de los Estados unidos 
de Colombia. . . 

1871 (?) to 1884 (annual): Leyes de los Estados unidos de Colombia. Each 
volume includes at end resolutions of the Senado on the validity of state legislation 
under authority of article 51 of the Constitution, and resolutions of the legislative 
chambers permiting Colombians to accept the employ of foreign governments. 

1885 : Congress not in session. 

1886 to 1888 (annual) : Leyes de la repiiblica de Colombia expedidas por el 
Cornejo national legislative. 

1888, 1890, 1892, 1894, 1896, 1898: Leyes colombianas de . . . Colection de las 
que expedio el Congreso en este alio. Edition ojicial hecha bajo la direction del 
Consejo de estado. 

1899-1903 (June 1) (Congress did not meet in 1900 and 1902) : Administration 
Marroquin. Decretos legislatives expedidos durante la guerra de 1899 d 1902, 
compilation arreglada por Manuel Jose Gusman. Edition del “B olefin militar.' 1 

1903, 1904: Leyes colombianas . . . 

1905 : Constitution politico de Colombia: Actos legislatives que la ref orman y 
leyes de 1905. There is also a Decretos legislatives expedidos en 1904 y 1905. 

1906: Asamblea nacional in session only briefly Jan. 1-8 (?) and no legislation 
seems to have been enacted except by executive decree as in the following collection : 
Decretos legislativos expedidos en 1906. 

1907, 1908 : Acto general adicional y reformatorio de la- Constitution national y 
Leyes de. . . 

1909: Leyes colombianas de 1909: Coleccion de las expedidas por la Asamblea 
national y por el Congreso en sus sesiones del mismo aho. Edition ojicial hecha 
bajo la direction de la Comision legislativa. 

1910: Actos legislativos y leyes de Colombia: Coleccion de los que expedio la 
Asamblea national de 1910. Edition ojicial dirigida y revisada por la Comision 
de abogados auxiliares del despacho ejecutivo. 

1911 to 1917 (annual) : Leyes expedidas por el Congreso nacional. (1911 edited 
by Comision de abogados auxiliares de los ministerios; 1912-13 by Comision 
legislativa; 1914-17 by Consejo de estado.) 

1918: Acto legislativo y leyes expedidas por el Congreso nacional. . . 

1919 to 1934-35 (Jan.-Feb.), 1935, 1936 (Jan.-Apr.) : Leyes expedidas por el 
Congreso nacional. . . 

1936: Acto legislativo y leyes ■ expedidas por el Congreso nacional . . . 

1937, (Jan.-June), 1937 (July-Dee.), 1938 (Feb.-May), 1938 (July-Nov.), 1939: 
Leyes expedidas por el Congreso nacional . . . 

1940: Actos legislativos y leyes expedidas por el Congreso nacional . . . 

1941, 1942 : Leyes expedidas por el Congreso national. 

1943, 1944, 1945: Acto legislativo y leyes . . . 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 

Historia de las leyes is a compilation of the legislative history of laws for the 
legislatures of 1925 through 1933, giving the text of the laws accompanied by the 
bills as introduced and amended, the statements accompanying introduction, the 
reports of legislative committees, debates and other action in the chambers, as 
well as text of laws amended in case of amendments. The Camara de representantes 
prepared and published the volumes for the legislatures of 1926 to 1933 as follows, 
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having proposed to continue this in the future: 1926 to 1931, vols. 1 27 (printed 
1927-40); 1932, vols. 1-a, 1-b (printed 1938-39) ; 1933 segunda sene, vols. 1-4 
(printed *1934-38). After the publication of some volumes by the Camara de 
representantes, the Senado proposed to work in a similar fashion retrospectively 
towards 18 86, and prepared and published the Historia de las leyes for the legis- 
lature of 1925 in 5 volumes (printed 1933-37). 

NATIONAL CODIFICATION 

Codification national de todas las leyes de Colombia dcsde cl ano de ISA, hecha 
conforms a la ley 13 de 1912. A compilation of all the national legislation edited 
by the Consejo de estado and published at the Imprenta nacional. Vol. 1 (1821-24) 
was issued in 1924; vols. 27 (1874-75) in 1943. No volumes were issued between 
1933 and 1940. The legislation of each year is accompanied by a chronological 
table of contents and a topical index. In vol. 1, preface by Jose Joaquin Casas, 
president of the Consejo de estado, treats of the earlier compilations. Vol. 7 is a 
supplement for the years 1819-35. Vol. 9 contains an "Estudio sobre baldios” by 
Ramon Correa, and vol. 15, an “Estudio sobre minas” by Ramon Correa, 

DECREES 

Decretos (executive orders) are ordinarily printed in the official gazette, and 
have apparently only occasionally been published in current compilations as follows . 

1821-26: Coleccion de decretos dados par el poder ejecutivo cn los alios de 1821 
a 1826. (Printed in 1833.) 

1829-31 : Rejistro oficial. 

1861-62: Ados vijentes de car deter legislative . 

1899-1903 (June 1) : Decretos legislatives durante la guerra de 1899 a 1902. . . 

1904 (Aug. *7), 1905 (Dec.) : Codification de los decretos de cardcter permanent e. 
There is also a compilation: Decretos legislatives expedidos cn 1904 y 1905. 

1906: Decretos legislatives expedidos en 1906. 

1913 to 1925 (annual) : Decretos y resolucion.es de cardcter permanent c. 

1931/32: Decretos de cardcter extraordinario . . . leyes 99 y 119 de 1931. (Minis- 
terio de hacienda.) 

1939/40: Decretos de cardcter extraordinario . . . ley 54 de 1939. (Ministerio 
de hacienda.) 

1941/42: Decretos de cardcter extraordinario . . . leyes 128 y 152 de 1941. 
(Consejo de estado.) 

CONSTITUTION 

The “constitucion politica de la republica de Colombia” at present in force is 
that of 1886 as codified with amendments by the Consejo de estado, published in 
the Diario oficial, num. 25864, June 18, 1945, and afterwards issued in separate 
pamphlet form (Imprenta nacional, 1945, 75 pp.). There had been a previous 
codification made in 1936, (published in 1937) having at the end the full text 
of the Constitution of 1886 as promulgated as well as the text of the amendments 
1894-1936, and in 1944 a reprint with text of subsequent amendments. 

The texts of the Constitutions of 1821, 1830, 1832, 1843, 1853, 1858, 1863, and 1886 
were printed in 1936 in the Revista del Archivo national nos. 1 / 2-6/7 with some 
related documents in no. 12. The following historical compilation of the constitutions 
contains very helpful notes relating to the circumstances surrounding the formation 
of each: Constituciones de Colombia recopiladas y precedidas de una breve resena 
historica por Manuel Antonio Pombo y Jose Joaquin Guerra. Segunda edition. 
1911. 2 vols. 



LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 


B EGINNING with ano I, niim. 1, dated Aug. 14, 1945, the proceedings of 
the two chambers of Congress have been published under the title Andes 
del Congreso as provided by article 46 of law 7 of 1945 (July 27). This 
publication printed from day to day during the annual legislatures and until the 
reporting for each has been completed contains the proceedings of the two chambers 
and of the joint sessions, debates so far as reported, legislative bills (Proyectos de 
ley), reports of legislative committees, laws as enacted, presidential messages, 
reports from executive departments on legislative matters or as requested, petitions, 
etc. The Anales is published only in daily numbers with a sessional index, and is 
available on subscription at the Imprenta nacional. 

The previous days of the session of 1945 beginning with July 20 had been re- 
ported, as had been the previous custom for many years in the Anales del Senado , 
nos. 1-13, and in the Anales de la Camara de representantes, nos. 1-11. Content of 
the separate series of Anales for the two chambers is similar to that of the combined 
Anales del Congreso . The series of Anales for each chamber was likewise issued 
only in parts, placed on subscription currently at the Imprenta nacional, and is 
consequently difficult to find in complete sessional series. 

Law 7 'of 1945 (July 27) “por la cual se dictan normas sobre regimen interno 
de las camaras” adopted provisionally the “Reglamento” for each chamber so far 
as in harmony with its provisions, and provided that each chamber is to have for 
the consideration of proposed legislation five “comisiones constitucionales perma- 
nentes” as well as “comisiones legales reglamentarias” and “comisiones accidentales.” 
For each chamber there have been various editions of the “Reglamento” in pamphlet 
form from the earliest time to the present, and any precise enumeration of these 
might better be left for the future occasion of a historical study of the legislative 
branch. According to Posada (731), the first Reglamento of the Senado is dated 
Jan. 6, 1824. Ordinarily the reports and proceedings of legislative committees are 
reproduced only in the Anales , although beginning particularly with the 1930’s a 
certain number of these of especial current interest have been printed in separate 
pamphlet form. As a specimen of these may be mentioned the following: Adas 
de la Co mist on de ncgocios constitucionales del honorable Senado, 1936 (149 pp.). 
At times even during this period occasional important legislative bills with state- 
ments of the sponsors have been printed in similar pamphlet form. In recent years 
both the Senate and the Chamber seemed to have had for each legislature a small 
vest pocket directory intended principally for the use of members. 

The following is one known instance of documents printed in separate form 
(two editions) for a case before the Senate in its capacity as a court of impeachment: 

a. Proceso contra el ex-ministro de estado , doctor Pedro Maria Carreho, 1939. 
427 pp. 

b. Proceso y explicacion del ex-ministro de estado, dr. Pedro Maria Carreho, 
1940. 511 pp. . " \ 

As a part of the celebration of the centennial of the Congreso de Cucuta, 1821, 
the Academia nacional de historia began to publish the proceedings of the earliest 
congresses under the editorship of Roberto Cortazar and Luis Augusto Cuervo 
in the series Biblioieca de historia nacional. The publication of these records 
beginning with the Congreso nacional de Venezuela, Santo Tomas de Angostura 
(Feb. 15, 1819-Jan. 20, July 10-19, 1820) as vol. 34 (1921), supplemented later 
by the Diputacion permanente of the Congreso de Angostura (Jan. 22-July 8, 
July 22-Dec. 14, 1820, Jan. 4-July 31, 1821) edited by J. D. Monsalve as vol. 40 
(1927). The constituent congress of greater Colombia, Congreso general at Rosario 
de Cucuta (May 6-Oct. 14, 1821), appeared as vol. 35 (1923). The first Congreso, 
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which consisted of two chambers, Senado and Camara de representantes meeting 
at Bogota April 9-Aug. 6, 1823, appeared as vol. 37 (1926). For the next Congreso, 
which met Apr. 4/5-Aug. 2, 1824, the Senado was printed as vol. 46 (1931), and 
the Camara de representantes as vol. 65 (1942). 

For the third Congress, which convened in Jan. 1825, for the fourth, which 
convened in Jan. 1826, and for the fifth, which convened in May 1827, there seems 
to be no trace of a contemporary printed record except the citation in Posada 
(972) for 1826 of an imperfect Adas de las sesiones de la Camara de representantes. 

For the Gran convencion, the constituent assembly which sat at Ocana Apr. 9- 
June 11, 1828, but which did not frame a constitution, the proceedings were printed 
currently in the Gaceta de Colombia , and apparently also according to Posada 
( 1392) in separate form as far as No. 7 (pp. 1-56) as Registro oficial de los actos 
de la Gran convencion. Some documents of the assembly are reproduced in La 
Convencion de Ocana , by Jose Joaquin Guerra, Biblioteca de historia nacional vol. 
6 (1908). 


The constitutional law of Aug. 27, 1828, provided for the calling of the Congreso 
constitnyente which sat from Jan. 20 to May 11, 1830, framing the constitution. 
Proceedings were printed currently in the Gaceta de Colombia , and also issued 
in part according to Posada (1147) as Diario de debates. No ordinary session of 
Congress was held in 1828, 1829,^and in 1831. 

On Oct. 20, 1831, the Convencion granadina, or Convencion nacional, convened, 
and continued in session until Apr. 1, 1832 framing the constitution for the “Estado 
de Nueva Granada” thus marking the definite end of Greater Colombia. In Venezuela 


a provisional government had been set up in Jan. 1830. In Ecuador a provisional 
government had been set up at the end of May 1830. 

From 1833 through 1853, the Congreso consisting of the Senado and the Camara 
de representantes convened annually on the first of March or shortly thereafter 
and sat usually through the month of May. For the sessions from 1833 through 
1851, the proceedings only of the opening days and occasional other important 
sittings^ a A e reproduced in the Gaceta. The full proceedings of sessions for 1852 
and 1853 are reproduced in the Gaceta together with the Memorias of the Secre- 
tarias. In ±837 the proceedings of the Senado were printed in volume form as 
Adas de las sesiones f and those of the Camara de representantes as Diario de 
debates. 

Under the constitution of 1853, the two legislative chambers convened annually 
on Feb. 1 in the years 1854 through 1860, and usually continued in ordinary or 
extraordinary session through May or June. In 1854 the sessions at Bogota were 
suspended on Apr. 16 due to the establishment of the Melo dictatorship, and 
resumed at Ibague late in Sept. The proceedings are continued in the Gaceta. 
Owing to unsettled conditions, Congress did not meet in 1861 and 1862. 

At Rionegro in 1863 the Convencion nacional met from Feb. 4 through May 
19 framing the constitution for the Estados Unido-s de Colombia. The proceedings 
were not only reproduced in the Registro -oficial but seem to have been issued 
in separate form from day to day as i-Anales de la Convencion. Ramon Correa's 

La Convencion de Rionegro (Bogota 1937) deals with the questions discussed at 

Rionegro. 

From 1864 through 1884 the Senado de plenipotenciarios and the Camara de 
representantes comprising the Congress met regularly in annual legislature on 
Feb. 1 the sessions continuing frequently through May or June. In 1864 there 

S T i0n Jan - 25 - 31 (reported in the tefirtro oficial ) 

Ek. of Feb ri^ ry tH gr6SS “ Feb ' L FM the fifSt 0rdina ^ Congress 
begmmn 0 on Feb. 1, 1864, there was a separately printed Anales del Congreso, 
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and in the official gazette there was apparently a report only of the first few 
days. For the annual sessions from 1865 through 1879, the proceedings were 
printed regularly in the Diario oficial. Owing to a contract of Feb. 10, 1880, 
having been approved for the printing from day to day during the session of a 
separate Anales del Congreso, only the reports of the first days were included 
in the Diario oficial. For the legislature of 1881 there was a separately printed 
Anales del Senado de plenipotenciarios, and the reports of proceedings seem to 
have been continued in the Diario oficial only through May 19, the session having 
continued through July 6. For the legislatures of 1882, 1883, and 1884, there were 
separately printed Anales del Senado de plenipotenciarios and Anales de la Camara 
de representantes. For 1883 only were the complete proceedings included in the 
Diario oficial, while for 1882 the Senado was included through Feb. 7 and the 
Camara through Mar. 23, while for 1884 the Senado was included through June 
and the Camara through March. The resolutions of the Senate in questions of 
validity of laws of the States are reproduced in the session laws as well as compiled 
in two volumes covering the period 1864—74 under the title: Codigo de las reso - 
luciones dictadas por el Senado i por la Corte suprema federal , 1874-75. 

In 1885 a constituent Consejo nacional de delegatarios was convened on Nov. 11, 
no ordinary congress having convened that year on account of the state of the 
country. At the session of Apr. 26, 1886, the Consejo changed its name to Consejo 
nacional constituyente, and on Aug. 5 after the sanctioning of the Constitution of 
1886, the Consejo again changed its name to Consejo nacional legislativo, con- 
tinuing in session through Aug. 15, 1887, and then from Jan. 1 through May 23, 
1888. The proceedings of the Consejo nacional from Nov. 11, 1885, through May 
23, 1888, were printed regularly in the Diario oficial as well as the debates on 
the Constitution from May 14 through June 5, 1886. In 1913 the debates only 
■were reproduced in a volume entitled Antecedencies de la Constitucion de Colombia 
de 1886 y debates del proyecto en el Consejo nacional constituyente (Bogota, 
Libreria Americana). 

Under the Constitution of 1886, the Congreso consisting of the Senado and 
the Camara de representantes met biennially in ordinary session on July 20 in 
the years 1888, 1890, 1892, 1896, and 1898. Owing to the state of the country, 
no ordinary legislatures were held in 1900 and 1902. An extraordinary legislature 
was called in 1903 on June 20, and a regular legislature was held in 1904 on July 
20. For 1888 the proceedings were printed in the Diario oficial, for 1890 both in 
the Diario oficial and separately as Anales del Congreso. For 1892, 1894, 1896, 
1898, 1903 and 1904, the proceedings of each house were printed separately only 
under the titles Anales del Senado and Ajiales de la Camara de representantes. 

In 1905 a unicameral Asamblea nacional constituyente y legislativa was convened 
on Mar. 15, and sat through Apr. 30; in 1906 for a brief period in January 
probably from Jan. 1 to 8, when the sessions seem to have been adjourned; in 
1907 from Apr. 1 through June 15; in 1908 from July 20 through Aug. 22; and 
in 1909 from Feb. 22 through Apr. 13. The proceedings were published only in 
separate form from day to day as Anales de la Asamblea nacional. 

In 1909 the two chambers convened in an ordinary legislature on July 20, the 
proceedings being printed separately as Anales for each chamber. 

In 1910, a new unicameral constituent Asamblea nacional was called, and sat 
from May 15 through Nov. 30, the proceedings being issued separately only in 
the form of day by day Anales de la Asamblea nacional. 

From 1911 through 1936, the Congreso comprised of the Senado and the Camara 
de representantes met annually in ordinary legislature on July 20, continuing usually 
through Nov. or Dec. although in 1921 continuing on to June 16, 1922, in 1922 
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to Jan. 26, 1923, in 1924 to April 1, 1925, in 1930 to June 27, 1931, in 1935 to 
Apr. 18, 1936. In 1914 there was an extraordinary legislature May 1-June 10; 
in 1916 June 20-July 19; in 1918 June 20-July 19; in 1923 May 28-July 19; in 
1928 May 2-July 19; in 1932 June 27-July 19; in 1934 Dec. 3-Feb. 6, 1935. 

Under a constitutional amendment in 1936, the congress convened twice a year 
in ordinary legislature in 1937 and 1938 on Feb. 1 and July 20. 

Beginning in 1939, Congress again under the Acto legislativo do. 1 of 1938 
convened annually in ordinary session on July 20; continuing usually through 
Nov. or Dec. There have been extraordinary sessions in 1943 Jan. 19-Feb. 28; 
in 1944 May 15-16, and in 1945 Jan. 22-Feb. 16, June 25— July 19 - Anales 
del Senado and the Andes de la Cdmara de representantes were published regularly 
in parts from day to day for each legislature during the period beginning with 
1911. In 1914 the series of Andes del Senado is accompanied by an unnumbered 
“Numero extraordinario dedicado a la memoria del honorable senador general 
Rafael Uribe Uribe” (154 pp.). The Andes de la Cdmara de representantes for 
1928, 1929, and 1930, include the Catalogue in installments of the Biblioteca del 
Congreso, which was printed in separate form in 1936 as fndice general de la 
Biblioteca del Congreso . 

The Indice alfabetico, 1819 a 1935 . . . Leyes, proyectos, rehabil i t octanes , memo - 
riales, telegramas, etc., of the Archivo del Congreso Nacional of which vol. 1 
[A-D] prepared by Ernesto Esguerra Serrano, director general del Archivo y 
Biblioteca, was printed in 1936, serves so far as completed as an index not only 
to the manuscript records but to the year and legislative chamber m which the 
various topics were under discussion. 

The annual volumes of the laws ( Leyes expedidas por el Congreso nacional ) 
and the compilation Historia de las leyes are described under general publications. 

A systematic and comprehensive check list of the Congressional Annals would 
be awaited with much interest. 

From June 1938 through Mar. 1939, the Ministerio de gobierno published nos. 
1 to 4 of an irregularly issued review dealing with legislative matters under the 
title Archivo de Congreso. 



EXECUTIVE BRANCH 


PRESIDENTE 

T HE executive branch is composed of the President, the ministries, and 
any national administrative services. The constitutional term for President 
has usually been 4 years. From 1863-86 the term was only 2 years, and 
1886-1910, 6 years. 

Article 124 of the Constitution ( codification 1945^ at present in force, calls 
for a designate to be elected every 2 years bv Congress to assume executive power 
in the absence of the President. 

In the constitutions of 1821, 1830, 1853. and 1886 there was provision for a 
vice president to exercise the executive power in case of death, resignation, impeach 
ment. or absence of the President from the country for anv reason. The constitutions 
of 1858 and 1863 called for one of three designates, elected each year, to assume 
executive power. In the absence or unavailability of the three designates the 
attorney general was to exercise power. 

At the beginning of each legislature, the President is required under the con- 
stitution to present “un mensaie sobre los actos de la administracion,” giving a 
general report on the state of the nation usually with a summary for each ministry. 
Ordinarily this “mensaje presidenciaf’ is issued not only as a pamphlet, but also 
in the official gazette and in the legislative Ancles. 

The first message (Posada 628) was entitled Mensaje del poder ejecutwo a la 
apertura del primer Congreso constitucional de la republics , and was presented 
Apr. 17, 1823, hv Francisco de Paula Santander. Together with the first memorias, 
it was translated into English as the State of Colombia , or reports of the secretaries 
of state of the republic of Colombia presented to the first Constitutional congress 
in the year 1823 (London, 1824) and also into French under the title: Memoires 
des secretaires d'etat de la republique de Colombie, present es an premier congres 
constitutionncl (London, 1824). 

There are likely to be a number of slight variations in the title, and even in 
some instances a different title as for instance in 1859. 1860, 1861, 1867, and 1884 
(Informs del Presidentc) and in 1864* ( Discurso del Presidente provisorio de los 
Estadcs unidos de Colombia en la instalacicn de la Convencidn nacional). 

In the Bolctin de historic y antiguedades, vol. xvn (1928/29), pp. 482-3, is a 
report on the proposed publication in the Biblioteca de historic nacional of a com- 
pilation of all the messages of the chief executives of Colombia presented to Con- 
gress, hut so far as can be ascertained it has remained just a project. 

In recent years there have been a few compilations of presidential messages and 
documents, as follows : 

La politico oficial. Mensajes, cartas y discursos del Presidente Lopes , published 
1935-38 in 5 volumes. 

La politico intcrnacional ; discursos , mensajes , cablegrmnas y otros documentos 
del Presidente Lopes sobre asuntos internacionalcs, published in 1936. 

Mensajes del Presidente Lopes al Congreso nacional, 1934-1938, published in 
1939, 

Declaraciones presidenciales [Eduardo Santos] t. 1, Aug. 1938-July 1939; t. 2, 
July 1939-Apr, 1941; t. 3, Apr. 1941-Apr. 1942. 

Un aiio de gobiemo , 1945-1946, por Alberta Llergs; discursos y otros docu- 
mentos. 1946. 391 pp. 


* Printed in 1863. 
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Many of the earlier messages have not only been printed officially, but also 
included in collections of published works and papers. For convenience in search- 
ing for the messages of individual presidents, a list of the chief executives* of 
Colombia is given as follows: 

Simon Bolivar, exercised executive power at Bogota beginning Aug. 10, 1819, 
and on proclamation of the republic on Dec. 17, 1819, became president. 

Francisco de Paula Santander, vice president in charge of executive power 
from Aug. 6, 1823 to Nov. 14, 1826, although he had been at the capital in the 
absence of the President since Sept. 1819. 

Simon Bolivar, president Nov. 14, 1826-Mar. 3, 1830. 

Domingo Caicedo, vice president in charge of executive power, Mar. 3, 1830- 
June 15, 1830, Mosquera being president elect. 

Joaquin Mosquera, June 15-Sept. 4, 1830. Resigned. During his absence Aug. 
2-18, Caicedo served again. 

Rafael Urdaneta, Sept. 4, 1830-Apr. 28, 1831. Resigned. 

Domingo Caicedo, May 2-Nov. 23, 1831. Resigned. 

Jose Maria Obando, vice president in charge of executive power, Nov. 23, 1831- 
Mar. 10, 1832. 

Jose Ignacio de Marquez, vice president in charge of executive power while 
Santander was out of the country, Mar. 10-Oct. 7, 1832. 

Francisco de Paula Santander, Oct. 7, 1832-Mar. 31, 1837. 

Jose Ignacio de Marquez, Apr. 1, 1837-Apr. 1, 1841. (Oct. 5-Nov. 25, 1840, 
Caicedo functioned during absence of the president.) 

Domingo Caicedo, Apr. 1-May 2, 1841, acted during absence of President elect 
Her ran. 

Pedro Alcantara Herran, May 2, 1841-Apr. 1, 1845. (During absences from 
the capital, the following served as indicated: Juan de Dios Aranzazu, July 5-Oet. 
20, 1841; Domingo Caicedo, Oct. 20, 1841-May 19, 1842, Aug. 13-Nov. 1, 1842.) 

Tomas Cipriano de Mosquera, Apr. 1, 1845-Apr, 1, 1849. During the absence 
of Mosquera, Aug. 14-Dec. 15, 1847, Rufina Cuervo, the vice president, assumed 
charge. 

Jose Hilario Lopez, Apr. 1, 1849-Apr. 1, 1853. During the absence of Lopez, 
Oct. 14, 1851-Jan. 21, 1852, Jose de Obaldia, the vice president, assumed charge. 
Jose Maria Obando, Apr. 1, 1853- Apr, 17, 1854. 

Jose Maria Melo, dictator in Bogota, Apr. 17-Dec. 4, 1854. 

Jose de Obaldia y Orejuela, vice president under Obando. Organized govern- 
ment in Ibague on Aug. 5, 1854, entered Bogota on Dec. 4, and continued to serve 
until Apr. 1, 1855. 

Manuel Maria Mallarimo, vice president in charge of executive power, to com- 
plete term Apr. 1, 1855-Apr. 1, 1857. 

Mariano Ospina Rodriguez, Apr. 1, 1857-Apr. 1, 1861. 

Bartolome Calvo, attorney general in charge of executive power, Apr. 1-July 18, 
1861, a president not having been elected. 

Tomas Cipriano Mosquera, provisional president of the United States of Colom- 
bia, July 18, 1861-Feb. 10, 1863. 

Cabinet of five members (Jose Hilario Lopez, Tomas Cipriano Mosquera, 
Santos Gutierrez, Eustorgio Salgar and Froilan Largacha), appointed by the 
Convencion de Rionegro, in charge of executive power, Feb. 10-May 14, 1863. 

* Posada, Eduardo: Mandatarios de Colombia in Boldin de hist aria y anttgimlades, vo! 2 
(1903/04), pp. 547-551. 

“Mandatarios de Colombia desde los tiempos de la colonia hasta nuestros dias/' pp, 301-30 
in Censo general de la rcpitblica de Colombia levantado cl 5 de niarao de 1912, Bogota, 1912. 
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Tomas Cipriano Mosquera, president of the United States of Colombia, May 14, 
1863- Apr. 10, 1864. During the absence of Mosquera, Jan. 19-Feb. 29, 1864, Juan 
Agustin de Uricoechea, attorney general, assumed charge. 

Manuel Murillo Toro, Apr. 10, 1864-Apr. 1, 1866. 

Jose Maria Rojas Garrido, vice president in charge of executive power, Apr. 1- 
May 20, 1866. 

Tomas Cipriano de Mosquera, elected president as of Apr. 1, 1866, but did not 
exercise his executive power until May 20, 1866; deposed by Santos Acosta on 
May 23, 1867. 

Santos Acosta, in charge of executive power, May 23, 1867-Apr. 1, 1868. 

Santos Gutierrez, Apr. 1, 1868-Apr. 1, 1870. In the absence of Santos Gutierrez, 
Salvador Camacho Roldan, and Santiago Perez exercised executive power in Dec. 
1868 and in June 1869, respectively. 

Eustorgio Salgar, Apr. 1, 1870-Apr. 1, 1872. 

Manuel Murillo Toro, Apr. 1, 1872-Apr. 1, 1874. 

Santiago Perez, Apr. 1, 1874-Apr. 1, 1876. 

Aquileo Parra, Apr. 1, 1876- Apr. 1, 1878. During absence of Parra May 19- Aug. 14, 
1877, Sergio Camargo as second designate assumed charge. 

Julian Trujillo, Apr. 1, 1878-Apr. 8, 1880. 

Rafael Nunez, Apr. 8, 1880-Apr. 1, 1882. 

Francisco Javier Zaldua, Apr. 1-Dec. 21, 1882. Died in office. 

Jose Eusebio Otalora, second designate in charge of executive power, Dec. 21, 
1882-Apr. 1, 1884. 

Ezequiel Hurtado, first designate in ■ charge of executive power in the absence 
of the president elect, Apr. 1-Aug. 11, 1884. 

Rafael Nunez, Aug. 11, 1884-Apr. 1, 1886. 

Jose Maria Campo Serrano, designate in charge of executive power, Apr. 1, 
1886-Jan. 6, 1887. 

Eliseo Payan, vice president in charge, Jan. 6-June 4, 1887. 

Rafael Nunez, June 4-Dec. 13, 1887. 

Eliseo Payan, vice president in charge of executive power, Dec. 13, 1887-Feb. 8, 
1888. 

Rafael Nunez, Feb. 8-Aug. 6, 1888. 

Carlos Holguin, Aug. 6, 1888-Aug. 6, 1892. 

Miguel Antonio Caro, Aug. 6, 1892-Aug. 7, 1898. During absence of the 

President, Mar. 12-17, 1896, Guillermo Quintero Calderon as designate was in 
charge of executive power. 

Jose Manuel Marroquin, vice president in charge of executive power during 
absence of Manuel A. Sanclemente, president, Aug. 7-Nov. 3, 1898. 

Manuel Antonio Sanclemente, Nov. 3, 1898-July 31, 1900. 

Jose Manuel Marroquin, acting president, July 31, 1900^-Aug. 7, 1904. 

Rafael Reyes, Aug. 7, 1904-June 3, 1909. In the absence of Reyes during 1909, 
Diego Euclides de Angulo exercised executive power. 

Jorge Holguin, designate in charge of executive power, June 3-Aug. 7, 1909. 
Ramon Gonzalez Valencia, designate in charge of executive power, Aug. 7, 
1909- Aug. 7, 1910. 

Carlos E. Restrepo, Aug. 7, 19 10- Aug. 7, 1914. 

Jose Vicente Concha, Aug. 7, 1914— Aug. 7, 1918. 

Marco Fidel Suarez, Aug. 7, 1918-Nov. 11, 1921. 

Jorge Holguin, designate in charge of executive power, Nov. 11, 1921-Aug. /, iy~. 
Pedro Nel Ospina, Aug. 7, 1922- Aug. 7, 1926. 

Miguel Abadia Mendez, Aug. 7, 1926- Aug. 7, 1930. 

748587 — 48 - — 2 
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Enrique Olaya Herrera, Aug. 7, 1930^Aug. 7, 1934. 

Alfonso Lopez, Aug. 7, 1934- Aug. 7, 1938. 

Eduardo Santos, Aug. 7, 1938-Aug. 7, 1942. 

Alfonso Lopez, Aug. 7, 1942-Aug. 7, 1945. Resigned. (In Oct. 1942 Carlos 
Lozano y Lozano, designate in charge of executive power, during the visit of 
President Lopez to Venezuela. While the President was absent in U.S.A., Dario 
Echandia exercised executive power Nov. 19, 1943-May 16, 1944, and also later 
from July 10th to 12th during the events at Pasto.) 

Alberto Lleras Camargo, Aug. 7, 1945-Aug. 7, 1946. 

Mariano Ospina Perez, Aug. 7, 1946—. 
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MINXSTERIOS 

Under the constitution of 1886 the cabinet departments of the government are 
designated as “ministerios,” the number being regulated by law. In the earlier 
constitutions these cabinet departments were designated as “secretarias.” 

The constitution of 1821 provided in article 136 for five secretarias as follows : 
Guerra 
Hacienda 
Interior 
Marina 

Relaciones esteriores 

By decree of Sept. 12, 1827, Guerra and Marina were combined, having been pre- 
viously in charge of a single individual. By decree of Aug. 12, 1831, the secretarias 
were reduced to three : 

Guerra i marina 
Hacienda 

Interior y relaciones esteriores 

The constitution of 1832 by article 112 provided for three at most, they being 
organized as above. The constitution of 1843 left the number to be determined 
by law. A law of May 11, 1843, provided for a separate Secretaria de relaciones 
esteriores. By law of May 1, 1845, Interior became Gobierno, and Guerra i marina 
simply Guerra. The constitution of 1853 provided for not more than four. The 
constitution of 1858 provided for not more than three. By decree of May 23, 1858, 
they were designated as: 

Gobierno i guerra 
Hacienda 

Relaciones esteriores 

A decree of Nov. 22, 1861, provided for four, designated by decree of Nov. 23, 
as follows: 

Estado i relaciones esteriores 
Guerra i marina 
Hacienda 
Interior 

The Convencion constituyente at Rionegro by law of Feb. 9, 1863, organized five 
departments as follows: 

Guerra 

Hacienda 

Interior 

Relaciones esteriores 
Tesoro i credito nacional 

The constitution of May 8, 1863, left the number to be determined by law. A law 
of May 11, 1863, organized four secretarias as follows: 

Guerra i marina 
Hacienda i fomento 
Interior i relaciones esteriores 
Tesoro i credito nacional 

In 1880, law 10 (Mar. 25) provided for seven as follows: 

Fomento 
Gobierno 
Guerra i marina 
Hacienda 

Instruccion publica 
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Relaciones esteriores 
Tesoro 

Law 7 of 1886 (Aug. 25), provided for seven ministries (the term secretarias 
being changed to Ministerios in the Constitution of Aug. 5, 1886) as follows: 
Foment o 
Gobierno 
Guerra 
Hacienda 

Instruccion publica 
Relaciones exteriores 
Tesoro 

In 1890, law 13 (Oct. 13) created a 
(Sept. 21) abolished the Ministerio de 


Ministerio de justicia. In 1894, law 
justicia as well as the Ministerio 


11 

de 


^OCpt. ) eLUUiiaucu j — 

fomento. In 1905, Tesoro was consolidated with Hacienda by decree 309 (Mar. 29). 
In 1905 law 44 (Apr 25) reestablished the Ministerio de fomento under the 
designation Ministerio de obras publicas. In 1909, law 50 (Nov. 19) reestablished 
the Ministerio del tesoro. In 1913, law 25 (Oct. 8) provided for a new ministry 
(Agricultura y comercio) as of Aug. 7, 1914. In 1923, law 31 (July 18) provided 
for the creation of the Ministerio de industrias, of the Ministerio de correos y 
telegrafos, the merging of the Ministerio del tesoro with the Ministerio de hacienda 
as die Ministerio de hacienda y credito publico, the designation of the Ministerio 
de instruccion publica as the Ministerio de instruccion y salubridad pdblicas, and 
for the consolidation of the Ministerio de agricultura and the Ministerio de industrias 
the name of the Ministerio de instruccion y salubridad publicas was by law 46 
of 1927 (Nov. 10) changed to Ministerio de educacion nacional. In June 1934 the 
Ministerio de agricultura y comercio was reestablished under the authority of law 
100 of 1931 (Sept. 24), and at the same time the Ministerio de industrias was 
designated Ministerio de industrias y trabajo. In 1938, law 96 (Aug. 6) provided 
for the consolidation of the Ministerio de agricultura and the Ministerio de indusrias 
in good part as the Ministerio de la economia nacional and also for the creation 
of the Ministerio de trabajo, higiene y prevision social. In 1940 decree 968 (May 
18) set up the Ministerio de minas y petroleos. In 1945, law 68 (Dec. 21) provided 
for the formation of a Ministerio de justicia, which, however, was not formally 

organized until Jan. 1947 by decree 0105 of 1947 (Jan. 17). _ . . 

Law 27 of 1946 (Dec. 2) segregated the public health agencies as the Ministerio 
de higiene, the Ministerio de trabajo, higiene y prevision social being henceforth 

designated Ministerio del trabajo. 

As of the present date, the ministries are as follows : 

Correos y telegrafos 
Economia nacional 
Educacidn nacional 
Gobierno 
Guerra 

Hacienda y credito publico 

Higiene 

Justicia 

Minas y petroleos 
Obras publicas 
Relaciones exteriores 

As a national administrative service in addition to the ministries, the Departa 
mento de contraloria was esablished by law 42 of 1923 (July 19). 
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In all the constitutions, a provision has required the head of each executive 
lepartment to report on the state of its work during the previous period to Congress 
t the beginning of each legislature, in a Memona or Informe, incorporating the 
■eports of the various bureaus and at times of the other agencies _ under the 
;upervision of the department Reports of bureaus (direcciones direcciones^ gene; 
•ales administraciones, etc.) have seldom been printed separately, and in such 
nstances are for most practical purposes to be regarded and treated as anexos 
o the departmental Memona or Informe, regardless of whether this relationship 

5 rSricaV account of the organization of the executive departments, 181*- 
i914 is o-iven by Raimundo Rivas under the title “Apuntes sobre organization 
de las secretarias de estado” published in the Boldin de histona y anUguedades 
aiio xiv num. 161 (Feb. 1923), pp. 293-311. Accompany ng the account is a list 
of the memorias presented by certain ministries through 1922 (Hacienda, Tesoio, 
Instruccion publica, Guerra, Fomento). 
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Ministerio de Correos y Telegrafos 

Through the merging of the Administracion general de correos and the Admini- 
stration general de telegrafos, both under the Ministerio de gobierno, the Ministerio 
de correos y telegrafos was established on Jan. 1, 1924, by law 31 of 1923 (July 
18). Without attempting to trace the postal and telegraph services to their origins, 
it may be mentioned that from 1875 through Mar. 1880, there had been a Direccion 
general de correos y telegrafos (Secretaria de guerra i marina), and that subse- 
quently the Direccion general was reconstituted in Nov. 1888, under the Ministerio 
de gobierno through the transfer of the section Telegrafos and combination with 
the section Correos. Law 76 of 1914 created the Inspection general de correos y 
telegrafos, organized by decree 1524 of 1914 (Dec. 30) with an Administracion 
general de telegrafos nacionales. Law 82 of 1916 removed the Inspeccion general, 
leaving the two separate administrations. 

Although from 1911 through 1923 reports on the postal and telegraph services 
were printed in the Memoria of the Ministerio de gobierno, an Informe in pamphlet 
form for the Direccion general de correos y telegrafos was printed in 1911, 
1912, 1913, and 1914, for the Inspeccion general de correos y telegrafos in 1915 
and 1916, then separately for both the Administracion general de correos and the 
Administracion general de telegrafos y telefonos in the years 1917 through 1923. 

The principal publication of the ministry is the Memoria presented annually to 
Congress beginning with the year 1924. A more frequent means of presenting 
laws, decrees, and regulations was furnished between 1912 and 1942 by the 
Revista postal y telegrdfica, the title having been Revista telegrdfica from 1916 
to 1924. < 

Under the title Reglarnentos postales , telegrdficos y telefonicos de la reptiblica 
de Colombia , the ministry issued a volume of 796 pages in 1945-46, containing the 
new Reglamento promulgated as decree. 1418 of 1945 (June 14) as well as the 
postal and telegraph laws, 1909-1945, together with related decrees and orders. 
A Codigo postal y telegrdfico had been published in 1907. 

In 1936, a Guia geogrdfica postal* giving an alphabetical list of postoffices with 
an indication of the services was edited by the ministry. In 1938, a list of the 
postoffices and postal routes was issued under the title Oficinas de correos de 
Colombia, encaminiento de corrcspondencias , rutas postales, and also an atlas 
showing outline of the routes under the title Servicio postal colombiano : 24 mapas 
esquemdticas de rutas postales. The Guia postal de Colombia which appeared in 
1938 is limited to regulations. In 1943, a 19 page List a general de las oficinas 
postales, telegrdficas y radiotelegrdficas que actualmente funcionan en la republica 
was made available. 

Under law 6 of 1943, the Government acquired as of Oct. 1, 1943, the Compania 
Marconi’s and other radiotelegraphic services, the whole being operated as the 
Empresa nacional de radiocomunicaciones “Marconi.” Reports on the operation of 
the Empresa are included in the Memoria of the ministry. The Estatutos of the 
Empresa were issued in pamphlet form in 1946. 

A Banco postal was created by decree 1362 of 1940, and reports are included in 
the Memoria of the ministry. 

*In 1867 an Amiario de correos had been issued, and in 1875, an AnuaHo de correos i 
telegrafos, the first telegraph line in the country having been taken over by the Government 
in 1869. 
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Ministerio de la Economia Nacional 

The origin of the Ministerio de la economia nacional which was established 
through the consolidation of the Ministerio de agricultura y comercio and the 
Ministerio de industrias by law 96 of 1938 (Aug. 8) may be traced to the tor .ch 
Formento in the Secretaria de hacienda y fomento organized under the law of May U, 
1863 Under law 10 of 1880 (Mar. 25), a separate Secretaria was organized 
S„»g .t Ministerio de foutcu.o in 1886. Uw 11 of IBM (Sept 25) merged 
Fomento with Hacienda. The sections of the former Fomento were by legislative 
decree 7 of 1905 (Jan. 17) detached to form the Ministerio de obras pubhcas. 

The Ministerio de agricultura y comercio was formed as of Aug. 7 1914 (decree 
772 July 31) through the segregation of sections of agriculture, forestry, coi 
merce J and subsequently river navigation, of the Ministerio de obras pubhcas by 
law 25 of 1913 (Oct. 8). By decree 1230 of 1916 (July 15), the section Terrenes 
baldios was transferred ' from Hacienda, and the section Navegacion fluvial to 
Obras nublicas as of Aug. 1, 1916. % decree 261 of 1920 (Feb. 5) a Departmento 
^ uncinariasis was created. By decree 266 of 1920 (Feb. 6) both the D.reccion 
nacional de higiene and the Direccidn general de lazaretos were transferred from 

Instruccion publica. _ 

The Memoria del Ministerio de agricultura y comerdo al Congreso de . . . pre- 
sented each year from 1915 through 1923 is the principal publication of the 
ministry containing the annual “exposicion” of the minister, the Jgorto 
various sections as well as the pertinent laws, decrees and orders. The Memories 
for certain years such as 1916, 1917, and 1920, are accompanied by a separate 
volume of “anexos,” although the existence , of these separate volumes is never 

very clearly indicated. 

In continuation of the Revista del Ministerio de obras pubhcas (sec cion agn- 
clrT^oTac^ e inmigraeionX 1906-14, the Ministerio de ag-^ra y 
comerdo published the monthly Revista agncola organo del Mimsterwde 

agricultura y comerdo from aria I, nura. 1, Jan. 1915 to ano ’ jeered ' laws 
1923 containing articles, consular reports, patents and trademarks registered, a , 
decLs and orders, meteorological observations, etc. No numbers were published 
June 1921-May 1922. 

As of Jan. 1, 1924, law 31 of 1923 (July 18) provided among other things for 
a Ministerio de industrias in place of Agricultura y comercio, the public health 
agencies being transferred to Instruccion publica (and Minas taken over rom 
Ohra phblicas). Originally the Ministerio de industrias was organized with the 
W&i sections : Agriculture . Indus, ri„, Bu.dios 

Informacion y propaganda. Oficina nacional de minas, and Oficina general del 
trabajo. By decree 837 of 1928 (May 8) the ministry was organized into six 

departments and a section as follows: 

Departamento de negocios generales 
Departamento de minas y petroleos 

Departamento de baldios, bosques nacionales y aguas de uso publico 
Departamento de agricultura y ganaderia 
Departamento de comercio e industrias varias 
Departamento de la oficina general del trabajo 

Seccion de inmigracion y colonizacion TW-»rf a «iPntn 

In June 1934 the Departmento de agricultura y ganaderia and the Dcpartame t 
de comercio’ were segregated to reestablish the Ministerio de agncul tura y 
comercTo, and the Ministerio de industrias became the Mimsteno de industrias 
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y trabajo. Decree 666 of 1936 (Mar. 30) gave a new organization to the Ministerio 
de industrias y trabajo as follows: 

Departamento de negocios generales 
Departamento de fomento 
Direccion general de tierras, aguas y bosques 
Departamento de petroleos 
Direccion general de minas 
Departamento del trabajo 

On Feb. 1, 1937, the Departmento de comercio was returned from Agricultura 
y comercio, and absorbed the Departamento de fomento, orientacion y promocion 
de industrias (dated from Aug. 25, 1936) as the Departamento de comercio e 
industrias. At the same time the Direccion general de tierras, aguas y bosques 
was transferred to Agricultura y comercio. 

The Memorla del Ministerio de industrias al Congreso nacional en las sesiones 
ordina-rias presented regularly each year from 1924 through 1938 is the principal 
publication of the ministry, which was frequently accompanied by separate volumes 
of “anexos” without their existence being plainly indicated in the main volume. 
In 1931, the Memorla was made up of seven volumes, 3-6 being roughly styled 
“Compilacion de leyes, decretos y resoluciones de caracter general sobre baldios, 
colonizacion, bosques nacionales, islas y playones, aguas de uso publico y tierras 
de resguardos de indigenes,” and vol. 7 (quarto size), “Importaciones de articulos 
alimenticios en el primer semestre de 1931.”* In 1933, the Memoria extended to 
three volumes. In 1934, the name of the ministry was given on the title-page as 
“Ministerio de industrias” and on the cover “Ministerio de industrias y trabajo” 
the change having been made in June 1934, and continued thereafter during the 
life of the ministry. In 1938, the final Memoria was made up of three volumes in 
four parts, the first being the “Informe del ministro;” the second, the “Informe 
de la Direccion general de minas” to be regarded as a monograph on mining 
problems in Colombia, part one of the third, the “Informes del Departamento 
nacional del trabajo, cooperativas y petroleo” including court decisions in labor 
matters, the principal collective agreements, and recent labor legislation; and the 
second part of the third the “Informe del Departamento de comercio e industrias.” 

As a means of giving a more prompt and wider circulation to current materials 
than afforded by the Memoria, the Ministerio de industrias published an illustrated 
monthly Revista de industrias , organo del Ministerio del ramo, from vol. 1, no. 1, 
July 1924 through vol. 7, no. 76/77, Jan.-Feb. 1931. This Revista de industrias 
contained articles, notes and statistics particularly relative to industry, agriculture 
and commerce in Colombia, so far as the latter two fields were not later repre- 
sented by specialized publications ( Boletin de agricultura , Boletin de comercio 
e industrias ). 

The reestablishment of the Ministerio de agricultura y comercio was authorized 
by law 100 of 1931 (Sept. 24), but formal action did not take place on account 
of various unfavorable conditions until June 1934 under decree 1808 of 1933 (Nov. 
2). Agricultura, Ganaderia (established as a Departamento separate from 
Agricultura), and Comercio from the Ministerio de industrias and the Seccion 
de provisiones del gobierno nacional formed the new ministry. On Feb. 1, 1937,. 
Agricultura y comercio took over the Direccion general de tierras, aguas y bosques 

* Continuation of this data for the second semester of 1931 was printed as Suplemento al 
Boletin de agricultura , no. 11 (June 1932), for the first semester of 1932 as no. 18 (Nov. 
1932); for the second semester of 1932 as no. 25 (Nov. 1933). The final abbreviated installment 
of this data appeared at the end of the third volume of the Memoria of the Ministerio de 
agricultura y comercio presented in 1934. 
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from Industrias and the bureau for Intendencias y comisarias from Gobierno, and 
at the same time transferred the Departamento de comercio back to Industrias. 
About a year later the Departamento de territories nacionales was transferred 
back to Gobierno. 

The Memoria del Ministerio de agricultura y comercio al Congreso national 
was presented in the years 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, and 1938. In 1934, the first 
volume containing the “exposicion” was of smaller size and unnumbered, the second 
volume was entitled “Anexos : informes varies y graficos and the third volume, 
“Anexos de la seccion de estadistica,” being detailed agricultural statistics for 
1932. In 1935, there were two volumes, the second being called “Anexos varios.” 
In 1936, there was only a single volume including the anexos. In 1937, there were 
two volumes. In 1938 the single volume is entitled simply “Memoria de agricultura” 
and includes a section (pp. 97-175) “Leves y decretos expedidas entre los anos de 
1934 y 1938 sobre algunas materias adscritas al Ministerio de agricultura y comer- 
cio.” Although on p. 95 of 1938 is the statement “En cuanto a los informes de 
los jefes de departamento del Ministerio, seran objeto de una publicacion separado” 
this proposed separate publication has not been traced. 

As organized under law 96 of 1938 (Aug. 8), the Ministerio de la economia 
nacional consisted of the following bureaus or departments : 

Departamento de negocios generales 
Departamento de agricultura 
Departamento de ganaderia 
Departamento de comercio e industrias 
Departamento de petroleos 
Departamento de minas 
Departamento de tierras y aguas 
Departamento de empresas de servicio publico 
Departamento de contabilidad y control 

The Departamento del trabajo from Industrias had gone to form the new 
Ministerio de trabajo, higiene y prevision social. By decree 2406 of 1938 (Dec. 
31), the section Aguas was separated from the Departamento de tierras as the 
Departamento de aguas y meteorologia. The Superintendencia de sociedades 
anonimas was established by decree 1984 of 1939. During the period May 1940 
to 1944 the Superintendencia de cooperativas was transferred from the Ministerio 
de trabajo, higiene y prevision social. The Institute de fomento industrial was 
established under the supervision of the ministry by decree 1157 of 1940' (June 18). 

Under decree 968 of 1940 (May 18) the Departamento de minas and the Departa- 
mento de petroleos were detached from Economia nacional to form the Ministerio 
de minas y petroleos. In Feb. 1944, the Departamento de aguas y meteorologia 
became the Departamento de irrigacion. The Departamento de empresas de 
servicio publico was transferred to the Ministerio de obras publicas by decree 
in 1942. 

Measures tending to increased use of coffee and to the improvement of coffee 
and coffee cultivation are carried on by the Federacion nacional de cafeteros 
under contract with the government in accordance with law 76 of 1927. 

The Sociedad de agricultores de Colombia is subventioned as an advisory body 
to the government corresponding to the Academies under the Ministerio de 
educacion nacional. 

The annual Informe del ministro de la economia nacional al Congreso , containing 
not only the “exposicion” of the minister but the bureau reports as well as the 
pertinent legislation and regulations is the principal publication of the ministry, 
and has been presented regularly from 1939 to date. Since these vary in size and 
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title, it seems desirable to describe them somewhat in detail. The first and unnum- 
bered volume of the one presented in 1939, containing the “exposicion” of the 
minister including an organization chart, is entitled Infertile del Ministerio de la 
economia national, 1939 . Volumes 2-6 described as “de la Memoria de 1939” each 
have individual titles as follows: 

2. Informs del Depart amenta de minus. 

3. Informs del Departamento dc petrol cos. 

4. Informs del Departamento dc comer cio e industrias . 

5. Informs del Departamento de agricultura. 

6. Informes del jefe del Laboratorio quimico national de andlisis e investi- 
gation, del jefe del Departamento de agues e metcorologia, , y del director del 
Departamento de empresas de servicios public os. 

The first and unnumbered volume of the one presented in 1940, containing the 
“exposicion” of the minister is entitled Informe del Ministerio de la . economia 
national. Volumes 2-5 described as “de la Memoria de 1940” have individual titles 

as follows: . _ _ _ t . . , 

2. Informes del Departamento de agricnltura . . . y del Departamento de 

ganaderia. . . . 

3. Informs anual de la Estacion agricola experimental de Palmira, junto 

1° dc 1939 a junto T de 1940. . , o 

4. Informs de la Estacion agricola experimental (( La Picota/ 1 de mayo 

de 1939 a 30 de abril de 1940* 

5. Informes dc los departamentos de empresas de servicio publico , contain - 
lidad y control y sociedades cooperatives. 

The one presented in 1941 is in one volume only and has the title Informe del 
Ministerio de la economia national. The one presented in 1942 is entitled Memoria 
del mini st ro de la economia national al Congreso de 1942, and is in one volume, 
accompanied by what seems to be an unnumbered anexo entitled Informs de 
las lahorcs Departamento national de ganaderia , 1942. The one presented in 
1943 is similarly entitled Memoria del ministro de la economia national al Congreso 
de 1943, and is in one volume likewise accompanied by what seems to be an 
unnumbered anexo having the title Informe del Departamento national de gana- 
deria 1943. The one presented in 1944 is entitled Informe del ministro de la 
economia national al Congreso de 1944, and consists of four volumes. The one 
presented in 1945 is in one volume entitled Informe del ministro de la econo- 
mia national al Congreso de 1945 , accompanied by a separate Informe de lahorcs 
rcalizadas cn 1945 for the Departamento nacional de ganaderia; and the one in 
1946 entitled Memoria del ministro de la economia nacional al Congreso 1946 is in 
two volumes, vol. 2 (477 pp.) being the Informs del Departamento national de 

agricultura. . in . c 

The five year plan for agricultural development as authorized by law 5 ot 
(Feb. 19) was outlined in detail by Carlos Sanz de Santamaria, minister of 
national economy, under the title Plan quinquenal de fomento agricola. (1945, 154 
pp). The Consejo tecnico administrative is the agency within the ministry author- 
ized to propose ways and means to carry out the plan. 

The secretariat of the Consejo de economia nacional, established by law 23 of 
1931 (Feb. 9), was transferred from the Ministerio de hacienda y credito publico 
to National Economy by decree 968 of 1940 (May 18). The Consejo itself seems 
to have issued no separate publications. 

* An Informs, 1937 covering the year May 1936-Apr. 1937 had been printed as. a Suple- 
mento a la revista "Agricultura”. A Memoria tecnica. . . Junto 1° de 1940 a dtaembre 31 
de 1942 was printed separately in 1945. (313 pp.) 
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To nrovide for more prompt and fuller publication of articles, _ information and 

IfiS? lidfSnf I- ‘no- mmS r Jlater Regular) 

initial t ,t ,--1 Rnlptin de aoncultura. From Aug. 

agncultura review aUn efneied ^ ^ WJ q{ an irre gular farmer’s bulletin under 

the°title Boictin de propaganda agricola. In May 1928 the former section of the 
Ministerio de industrias became the Departamento de agricultui a y S an ' , 

• • -it, no 1 ("Nov 1910) an irregular monographic Suplemento al Bole tin 

ginWn n took h pkee Tie BoleL de propaganda agricola , and continued at 
agncultura took the place of the ^ ^ r ^ t June 1936> the title Bole tin de 

agricultura- was shortened to Agncultura, the designation “6rgano ^1 D^tamento 
de agricultura” remaining, and continued thus through Vol. 12, no. 18/19, May J 

19 For the cattle raising activities, which had been set up as the Departamento 
de o-anaderia at the time of the establishment of the Ministers de agncultura y 
ronaderia in Tune 1934 four numbers of a Boletin de ganadena (nos.. 2-4 entitle 
Ganaderio) were print’ed from Sept. 1935 through June 1936. Beginning again 
with aho 1, no. 1, Jan. 1939, a new Boictin de ganaderm was initiated, the Depa • 
memo de ganaderia having been given statutory basis under law 224 _ of 1938 
CDec 12) “por la cual se foments el desarrollo de la mdustna pecuaria. Un 

i. v Of ,L fourteen (wn-M of the republic are Jo • 

Scretaria de agricultura y ganaderia. A separately printed n orme of the 
Departamento de ganaderia was issued in 1942, 1943 and 1945 intended to accompany 
the Memaria of the ministry in these yeais. , , , j 

With the cover-title Agricultura y ganaderia. organo A los * 

agricultura y ganaderia. numbers 1-11 (1940-46) have been issued, two Plications 
inside (Agricultura and Boletin de ganaderia) each continuing their ^dividual 
titles, numbering, and pagination. Agricultura continues from » vol 12 nos. 20/- 
('Tulv-Aus' 1940) through vol. 16, nos. 56/57 (Jan.-Dee. 1944), not being repre 
,“.ed in no, 3 of .he combined publication. The 

from vol 2 no 16 (June-July 1940) through vol. 7, nos. 55/56 (Jan.-Dee 
S be)S reputed in no, 4 and 7 of the combined pnbli.nhon, no. 7 bc.ng 
erroneously called 30/31 corresponding to the numbering of Agncultma. 

F “r public lands and water, a bimonthly entitled Tierras y agues, organo de 
los departamentos de tierras y aguas lias been published egmning wi 1 al ^ ^ 
no 1 Oct 1937. The stress has been placed on legislation, regulations, court 
decisions etc , rather than on articles. Nos. 1-4 (quarterly) had the subhtle 
6rgmo del Departamento de tierras y agues. The Departamento de tierras had 
had its origin in 1928 as the Departamento de baldios, bosques nacionales y agua 
“ ” „X, de.igL.ed in May 1936, » the Direccidn genera. de Wm. y- 
y bosques; later, on transfer to the Ministers de aprcultura 
1937 as the Departamento cle tierras y aguas; and on Jan. 1939 it P 
def tierras, the section Aguas at the same lime becoming the Departamento de aguas 
y meteorologia. Beginning with aho 2 (1939), Tierras y aguas has usually been 
issued monthly with many consolidated issues. Ano 3, nos. 23/24, Oct./ . 
of Tierras y aguas was printed in the larger and original format combined with 
Comercio e industrias, drgano del Departamento de comercio e industries, ano 1, 
nos 1/7 Oct /Nov. 1940. Consolidated numbers 37-39, Jan.-Mar. 1942 contained 
Hernan Iglesias Benoit’s: Regimen legal de aguas pdbhcas en Colombia (138 pp.) ; 
Number 63-64, Mar.-Apr. 1944, is devoted to the “Problema mdigena de Colombia^ 
Under the Departamento de aguas y meteorologia (reorganized m view of 
the changing emphasis on functions by decree 418 of Feb. 23, 1944, as the Departa- 
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merit o de irrigacion) the separate publication of material aside from the T terras 
y agues seems to be mainly in the field of meteorology. An Amtario meteorologico, 
prepared by Luis H. Osorio, for the period 1933/June 193*4, was issued as an 
unnumbered supplement to the Bole tin de agriculture ; for the period July 1934/ 
June 1937, as an unnumbered supplement to Agriculture; for the period 1937-43 
and for the year 1944, as a separate publication of the Seccion de meteorologia 
y aforos of the Departamento de irrigacion. As a central station for meteoro- 
logical service, the Observatorio nacional de San Bartolome, established in 1922, 
renamed in 1941 the Observatorio meteorologico nacional, published under the 
directorship of S. Sarasola the annual series of meteorological observations under 
the title Anales del Observatorio nacional de San Bartolome en los Andes 
colombianos [1939-40: Observatorio meteorologico nacional] annually beginning 
with volume for 1923 and continuing at least through 1940, as well as Noiicias 
cientificas, nos. 1—25/26 (1927-29) and Notas geojisicas y meteorologicas, no. 1 
(1924) describing the observatory and no. 2 (1925) dealing with the hurricanes 
in the Antilles. 

As a means of more prompt and fuller publication on commercial and industrial 
matters, there have been separate periodical bulletins at various times, overlapping 
at first the Revista de industries , then to all intents and purposes continuing it. 
The first of these was the Boletin de comer cio e industries: organo del Departa- 
mento de comer cio e industrias varies which was published from vol. 1, nos. 1-2, 
Apr.-May, 1930, to nos. 48-49, June-July, 1935. Nos. 43/45 to 48/49 (Jan.-July 
1935) issued under the Ministerio de agricultura y comercio had the title Boletin 
de comercio. The Boletin included short informational articles, registration of 
patents and trademarks, chambers of commerce, news, current statistics, etc. 
There were at least six supplements, Oct. 1931-June 1935. This was followed 
by Comercio, publicacion mensual , organo del Departamento de comercio del minis - 
terio de agricultura y comercio , ano 1, nos. 1-11/12, Nov. 1935-Oct./Dec. 1936. 
Eventually this was in turn followed by Comercio e industrias , organo del Departa - 
mento de comercio e industrias, ano 1, no. 1 — ano 2, no. 12, May 1940-Nov. 15, 
1941, containing studies, reports, legislation, commercial treaties, foreign trade 
opportunities, price quotations, etc. Nos. 1-2 were entitled Boletin de comercio, 
and nos. 3/4, Oct./Nov. 1940, were issued combined with Tierras y agues , ano 
3, nos. 23-24. Publication of Comercio e industrias was resumed with no. 13 
(May 1946), entitled Directorio comercial: importadores — exportadores — manufac - 
tureros—instituciones de credito f and with no. 14 (Sept.-Oct. 1946) entitled Politka 
economica de post-guerra. Originally the Departamento de comercio e industrias was 
organized in the Ministerio de industrias by decree 837 of 1928 (May 8) as the De- 
partamento de comercio e industrias varias. In June 1934, the Departamento de com- 
ercio became a part of the Ministerio de agricultura y comercio, the section Industrias 
varias remaining in the Ministerio de industrias. On Feb. 1, 1937, Comercio was 
transferred back to the Ministerio de industrias absorbing the Departamento de 
fomento as the Departamento de comercio e industrias, which includes now sections 
of Comercio interior y exterior, Industrias, Patentes y marcas, as well as the 
Direccion general de turismo (decree 583 of Mar. 25, 1938). The first edition 
of an industrial directory listing 5550 registered establishments each having gross 
receipts of more than 3,000 pesos a year was published under the title Directorio 
de la Industrie manufac her era de Colombia de 1940. The second edition for 1942 
is called Directorio industrial de Colombia , since it includes also transport, hotel 
industry, etc. A Directorio industrial de Colombia , 1938, had been issued by the 
Departamento de contraloria, and a still earlier one by the Ministerio de relaciones 
exteriores in 1920 under the title : . Colombia: Directorio comercial y industrial. 
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To assist in promoting and financing new industries, an Instituto de fomento 
industrial was created by decree 1157 of 1940' (June 18). A semiannual Balance 
e informes is issued on its activities. 

To facilitate production, distribution, import and export of basic necessities, etc., 
the Instituto nacional de abastecimientos was created by law 5 of 1944 (Nov. 30), 
the minister of national economy to be chairman of the board. 

To supervise companies other than banks and life insurance companies, which 
are under the Superintendencia bancaria (Hacienda), the Superintendencia de 
sociedades anonimas was established by decree 1984 of 1939 (Oct. 10), carrying 
out provisions of law 58 of 1931, and has published beginning with vol. 1, no. 1 
for Oct. 1940, an irregular Revista de la Superintendencia de sociedades anonimas , 
containing the annual reports of the Superintendencia to the President of the 
republic, laws, decrees, regulations, rulings, court decisions, the censo de las 
sociedades anonimas, transactions in shares, consolidated balance sheets, lists of 
companies registered, etc. 

An emergency price control agency under the name Interventoria de precios 
was established by law 7 of 1943. Its resoluciones were collected from the Diario 
oficial and printed in separate form as Boletin 1 covering to Feb. 29, 1944, and 
Boletin 2 from Feb. 29, to June 10, 1944. This agency was abolished, and the 
duties transfered to the Oficina reguladora de mercados y precios by decree 889 
of 1946 (Mar. 17), which in turn by decree 2615 of 1946 (Sept. 5) became the 
Departamento de control de mercados y precios. 

With the Federacion nacional de cafeteros, established by the second Congreso 
nacional de cafeteros in 1927, the Government was authorized by law 76 of 1927 
to contract for “servicios sobre proteccion y defensa del cafe,” the payment being 
derived from a tax on coffee exported. There was a subsequent contract under 
law 81 of 1930, and law 41 of 1937 (May 14) increased the levy on coffee for 
the purposes of the Federacion. Its current review of coffee activities and informa- 
tion is published in its Revista cafetera de Colombia from ano 1, Nov. 1928 to 
date (somewhat irregular in recent years; no. 110, Dec. 1942; no: 111, Dec. 1943, 
no. 112, Mar. 1945; no. 43, May 1946). No. 102 (Aug. 1938) consists of the 
report of a trip by Juan Pablo Duque to Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador and 
Guatemala, accompanied by maps. Aho 1, no. 1 dated Mar. 15, 1942, only was issued 
as El Cafetero, publicacion de la Federacion nacional de cafeteros. A statement 
of the fiscal operations with the government is contained in the Informe of the 
Superintendencia bancaria. The Informe del gerente containing a full report on 
the activities of the federation as well as on coffee production seems to be presented 
regularly in separate form to the Congreso nacional de cafeteros, which usually 
meets annually. The Informe del gerente presented in 1934 contains a mapa cafetero, 
1932, for each of the coffee producing departments. An irregular ^ Boletin de 
estadistica beginning with no. 1, dated Aug. 1932, contains data on the international 
as well as the national situation. Boletin de estadistica no. 5 (Feb. 1933) is devoted 
to the “Censo cafetero levantado en 1932” and contains a mapa cafetero for 
each coffee producing department. A technical Manual del cafetero colombiano 
prepared for the use of coffee growers was published in 1932. 

Of a somewhat similar character to the Academies under the Ministerio de 
educacion nacional is the Sociedad de agricultores de Colombia founded Dec. 15, 
1871, and under law 46 of 1909 (Nov. 10) recognized as an “entidad oficial y 
cuerpo consultivo del gobierno”. Its illustrated agricultural review Revista nacional 
de agricultura beginning with 1906 contains not only articles and information, 
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frequently emanating from official agricultural services, but also agricultural legis- 
lation and regulations. 

Of somewhat similar relationship to the government are the recently organized 
Asociacion colombiana de ganaderos and the Federacion nacional de trigueros. 



COLOMBIA 


31 


Ministerio de Educacion Nacional 

The Ministerio de educacion nacional had its origin as the Secretaria de 
instruccion publica established by law 10 of 1880 (Mar. 25) by the detaching 
of sections from the Secretaria de lo interior i relaciones esteriores. The secretary 
of public instruction was to take over the functions of the rector of the Universidad 
nacional and of the director de la instruccion publica. Law 7 of 1886 (Aug. 25) 
designated the department as the Ministerio de instruccion publica. By law 31 
of 1923 (July 18), it took over public health functions on Jan. 1, 1924, as the 
Ministerio de instruccion y salubridad publicas. In connection with the changing 
concept of the functions of the ministry, the name was changed on Jan. 1, 1928, 
by law 56 of 1927 (Nov. 10) to Ministerio de educacion nacional. At the present 
time, the ministry* is organized with the following direcciones (bureaus) : Edu- 
cacion primaria, Educacion secundaria, Educacion normalista, Ensenanza voca- 
cional, industrial y complementaria, Educacion femenina, Extension cultural y 
bellas artes, Educacion fisica. In addition, there are under the ministry various 
institutions, Biblioteca nacional, Archivo nacional, Radiodifusora nacional, Orquesta 
sinfonica nacional, etc., the Universidad nacional, other educational institutions, 
and the learned academies. 

The principal publication of the ministry is the report to the ordinary sessions 
of Congress, containing usually a statement of the activities, of the various insti- 
tutions and organizations under its supervision as well as legislation and regulations. 
From 1881 through 1885, it appeared annually as the Memoria del secretario de 
instruccion publica; and for the years 1888, 1890, 1892, 1894, 1896, and 1898 as the 
Informe of the Ministerio de instruccion publica. The Informe presented in 1904 
covers the period 1898-1904. The brief Informe presented in 1909 was printed 
in the Revista de instruccion publica , as tomo xxiv, no. 8, Aug. 1909, and reissued 
with a special title-page and preface. That presented in 1910 relates to the period 
1904-10. In 1911 and 1913, the title is Informe; and in 1912 and from 1914 to 
date, Memoria with the following exceptions: 

1935: Gestion admimstrativa y perspectiva del Ministerio de educacion. 

1938: Educacion nacional: informe al Congreso. 

1939 : Memoria de educacidn nacional. 

1940: La obra educativa del gobierno en 1940. 

In the single year 1911, the statistical section of the Informe was also issued as 
Anuario estadistico. A Codigo de instruccion piiblica* edited by Pedro M. Carreno 
supplemented the Ijiforme of 1911. In 1922, vol. 1 of the Memoria contains, among 
other things, a list of educational laws, 1903-22, and vol. 2, a list of the ministers 
of public instruction, 1886-1922. 

A list of the 416 works registered for copyright between 1886 and 1911 under 
law 32 of 1886 is included in the Informe of 1911. A continuation of the registra- 
tions is included in the volumes of 1913, 1915, 1916, as well as occasionally in some 
later years. While normally the registrations are printed in the official gazette, 
the problem of making searches is considerable. 

As a prompt means of publishing the current laws, decrees, regulations, courses 
of studies, reports, as well as studies in the fields of the higher educational insti- 

* John H. Furbay’s Education in Colombia (United States Office of education Bulletin , 1946, 
no. 6) gives a brief up-to-date picture of all phases of work related to this ministry. 

* A compilation for the period 1903-27 entitled Instruccidn piiblica; disposiciones vigentes, 
exposiciones de motivos, edited by Antonio Jose de Uribe was issued by the ministry in 1927, 
and a similar compilation for the period 1927-33, edited by Julio Carrizosa V. and Manuel J. 
Huertas G. in 1933, under the title Disposiciones vigentes sobre instruccidn piiblica de 1927 
a 1933 . 
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tutions, the Andes de instruccion publica was edited by the ministry from vol. 
1, no. 1, Sept. 30, 1880, through vol. 21, no. 125, Dec. 1892. This continuation of 
the Andes de la Univcrsidad nacional ( 1868-80) was one of the outstanding 
learned publications of the period. 

With Jan. 1893, the Andes de instruccion publica was superseded by the Revista 
de instruccion publica, which also printed law's, decrees, regulations, reports, as 
well as articles relating to education and allied fields. With interruptions in 1895, 
1911, 1912, and 1917, the Revista de instruccion publica was continued until Vol. 
29, nos. 1-2, Jan.-Feb. 1918. 

In 1936, the Revista de las Indias was established by the ministry as a literary 
and critical review, in continuation of Senderos of the Biblioteca nacional. Ten 
numbers were published 1936-38, and the second series has been continued monthly 
from Dec. 1938, to date. 

With the second epoch, vol. 1, nos. 11-12, May-June 1936, he ministry assumed 
publication of the Revista bolivariana, organo de la S 'ociedad bolivariana de 
Colombia , which had been started in Dec. 1926. The Sociedad bolivariana de 
Colombia devoted to the study of the Liberator w r as founded in Oct:. 1924, as the 
Sociedad boliviana de Colombia, the name being changed in 1927, and parallels 
similar societies in the other Bolivarian countries. 

From 1936 to Nov. 1939 the ministry also edited nine numbers of a Revista 
del maestro , from 1936 to Aug. 1939, twelve numbers of Rin rin , a magazine for 
children; from Oct. 1940 to Feb. 1941, three numbers of the Gaceta cultural f 
organo informativo del Ministerio de educacion; and from June 1941, to Jan.-Feb. 
1942, nos. 1-6/7 of La Escucla normal. 

Under the title Biblioteca aldcana de Colombia (1935-36), a collection of 100 
volumes and index, containing representative works in all fields of Colombian 
letters, was edited by the late Daniel Samper Ortega for the ministry as a basic 
set for even the smallest public library. Beginning in 1942, publication of a new 
collection to include works in the fields of Colombian history and literature was 
begun by the ministry under the title Biblioteca popular de cul.tura colombiana. 

In honor of the fourth centenary of Bogota in 1938, the ministry published the 
following works: 

Arciniegas, German: Los comnneros. 

Hernandez de Alba, Guillermo: Tealro del arte colonial. 

Marroquin, Jose Manuel : El moro 4. cd. 

' Mosquera Garces, Manuel : La ciudad creyente, 

Prosistas y poetas bogotanos. 2 vols. 

Vallejo, Alejandro: La cita de los aventureros / gesta de don Gonzalo Jimenez 
de Quesada. 

The BIBLIOTECA NACIONAL, housed in a spacious building constructed in 
the 1930’s had its origin in 1777 as the Real biblioteca. Development of the insti- 
tuition in the 1930’s under the directorship of the late Daniel Samper Ortega resulted 
among other things in the publication during 1935-36 of three important special 
catalogs. The two following catalogs of collections issued in 1935 are particularly 
notable for their richness in Colombian imprints of the first six decades of the 
19th century: 

Catdlogo del ft Fondo Ansehno Pineda.” 2 vols. 

Catdlogo del “ Fondo Jose Maria Quijana Otero A 
In the catalog of periodicals in two volumes issued in 1936 under the title Catdlogo 
de todos los periddicos que existen desde su fundacion hasta el alio de 1935 , in- 
clusive, , Colombian periodicals occupy the first volume and the first 175 pages of 
the second, with an appendix at the end of vol. 2 listing those in the Archivo 
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national. Also under the directorship of Daniel Samper Ortega, the Biblioteca 
national published Senderos , a cultural review from aho 1, no. 1, Feb. 1934 through 
vol. 4, nos. 21-423, Oct.-Dec. 1935, continued directly under the ministry by the 
Revista de las Indies. In nos. 16-17, Senderos includes a directory of Colombian 
current periodicals, and nos. 21-23, a list of Colombian libraries. From Jan. 1923 
through Mar. 1930 (aho 1, no. 1-ano 3, no. 22), there had been a Revista de la 
Biblioteca nacional de Bogota, which included in nos. 6-7, a directory of current 
Colombian periodicals, and no. 17, a list of printing establishments in Colombia. Three 
volumes of a series Pubhcaciones de la Biblioteca nacional were issued 1938—40, 
vols. 1-2 being Antonio Gomez Restrepo’s Historia de la literature Colombians, and 
vol. 3, C onferencias. The brochure La Biblioteca nacional y su exposition del libro, 
1940, gives considerable detail about the institution and its organization. 

The ARCIIIVO NACIONAL, established by decree of Jan. 17, 1868, under the 
Secretaria de lo interior i relaciones esteriores, was by decree 205 of 1937 trans- 
fered from the Ministerio de gobierno to the Ministerio de educacion nacional, 
and housed in the new building of the Biblioteca nacional. With aho 1, num. 1-2, 
[an.-Feb. 1936, the Reznsta del Archivo nacional was initiated as a means of 
publishing historical documents, not only of the colonial period but also of the 
national period. Three volumes of indexes to documents of the colonial period 
are available in print as follows : 

Archivos nacionales. Indice analitico, metodico y descriptivo , 1544-1819. 1913. 
By F. J. Vergara y Velasco. 

Indice del Archivo colonial. 1935-36. Vols. 1-2. By Carlos Gil S. & Manuel 
Maria Herrera. Vol. 1: Tierras; vol. 2: Capellanias, egidos, fincas, minas, pobla- 
ciones, real audiencias y resguardos. 

Further, there has been some separate publication, mainly of historical documents, 
as follows : 

1938: Libro de acuerdos publicos y privados de la Real andiencia de Santafe 
en el nuevo retno de Granada. 

1939: Archivo dal general Jose Antonio Pdes, 1818-1820 , tomo 1. 

1940 : Bolivar y Santander, correspondenda, 1819-1820 . 

1942: Ascsinato de Cordova: proc-eso contra el primer comandante Ruperto Hand. 

1942 : Documentos sobre el proceso de la conspiracion del 25 de septiembre de 
1828. 

1943: Florez de Ocariz, Juan. Genealogies del nuevo reyno de Granada. Tomo 
primero. 2a, ed. 

1943: Villavkcncio , 1842-1942, monografia historica. 

A fuller description of the Archivo nacional is given by Roscoe R. Hill on pp. 
46-56 of his handbook The national archives of Latin America (Cambridge, Mass., 
1945). 

Also housed in the building of the Biblioteca nacional is the INSTITUTO CARO 
Y CUERVO created by law 5 of 1942 and set up as of Apr. 1, 1944, as a research 
project to continue the Diccionario de construction y regimen of Rufino J. Cuervo, 
to study the languages and dialects of the aboriginal civilizations of Colombia and 
to cultivate the diffuse philological studies. Aho i, nos. 1-3 of the Boletin del 
Institute Caro y Cuervo, publicacion quadrimestral , were issued in 1945. The Obras 
ineditas de Rufino /. Cuervo, edited by Felix Restrepo, were published in 1944 as 
Publicadones del Insituto de Caro y Cuervo, i. In this connection, it may be 
mentioned that the Biblioteca nacional sponsored in 1941-43, the four-volume work 
Rufino /. Cuervo : cartas de su archivo. 

748587 — 43— 3 
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Law 103 of 1931 had provided for the establishment of the SERVICIO DE 
ARQUEOLOGlA tinder the ministry. The Boldin del Masco arqittoldgien national 
initiated with no. 1, Feb., 1942, has been continued by (he Boldin dr arqucologia 
organo del servicio arqueologico national, of which six numbers were issued in 
1945. A Guta arqueologico de San Agustin o del macho central de las Andes was 
edited by the service in 1943. The Institute) etnologico nacional, created in con- 
nection with the Escuela normal superior by decree 1126 of 1941 (June 21), was by 
decree 718 of 1945 (Mar. 20) attached to the Servicio de arqucologia, and had issued 
a Revista del Instituto etnologico nacional, beginning with no. 1, 1943. 

An Ateneo nacional de altos estudios was authorized by decree 465 of 1 940 (Mar 
5) as an official autonomous organization with the director of the BibHotcca nac- 
ional as the secretary, the object being “el fomento de la alia cultura en el pais y (a 
ensenanza superior no profesional.” 


A national broadcasting station, RADIODIFUSORA NACIONAL, n jcr and 
shortwave hjcab, hjcq, hjct, was inaugurated on Feb. 1, 1940. Beginning with 
no. 1, Mar. 1, 1945, publication of a semimonthly descriptive bulletin was begun 
under the title Bolettn de programas de la Radiodifusora nacional 
The ORQUESTA SINFONICA NACIONAL, founded at the Teatro de Colon, 
Bogota, Mar. 30, 1936, by a group of 41 outstanding individuals, is subventioned and 
patronized by the ministry in accordance with law 135 of 1936 (Oct. 16). Programs 
have been issued for each concert presented. Vol. iv and supplement, Dec. 1938, 
of the Bolettn latino-americano de musica, Montevideo, published by the ministry 
as a pait of the celebration of the 4th centenary of Bogota, contain further infor- 
mation. 


The CRUZ ROJA NACIONAL, which is subventioned through this ministry, 
issues a monthly Revista de la Cruz raja, the title having been Bolettn from vol. 
1, no. 1, 1923, through vol. 6, no. 71. 1928. 

UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL 

The Universidad nacional dc Colombia was given autonomous status as a “persona 
juridica” in the present organic act, being law 68 of 1935 (Dec. 7), which became 
fully effective on Apr. 1, 1936, including the national faculties, professional schools 
and research institutes, as well as the Conservators nacional de musica, the 
Observatono nacional astronomico, Museo nacional, and the Instituto nacional de 
raclmm The minister of national education is the chairman of the Conscjo directive 
of the University, which is now in large part located in the modern Ciudad univer- 
sitana on the outskirts of Bogota. 


A law of Mar. 18, 1 826, had provided for a Univcrsidad central at Bogota, 
established m Dec. 1826, and also for similar institutions at Caracas and at Quito! 
A law of May 15, 1850, abolished the universities, and declared the teaching in all 
branches of science, letters and arts to be free. In 1868, the situation was remedied 
by the establishment of the Umversidad nacional under law 66 of 1867. "Following 
us event, a general university review stressing contributions in the fields repre- 
sented by the faculties and containing as well legislative, regulatory and admini- 
strative information was initiated under the title Andes dc la Univcrsidad nacional, 
beginning with no. 1, Sept. 1868, and continuing to vol. 13, no. 92 Tan. 1880 It 
was superseded by the Amies deda instruccidn pitblica, no. 1, Sept. 30 ' 1880 the 
Secretary de instruccidn ptiblica having been organized as of Apr. 1 1880. 

s the result of changes in 1876 and in 1885, the autonomy of the University 
StiS?**? r he facuItles and schools continuing more or less as separate 
Of onwA rf? llse, ° umversltari0 was established under article 27 of law 39 
ot (Oct. 26), and constituted by article 55 of decree 491 of 1904 (June 3). 
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Article 157 of the same decree states that “el personal de profesores y de alumnos 
de las facultades profesionales reunidas constituye la Universidad nacional de 
Colombia.” 

The first Anuario de la Universidad nacional de Colombia , 1939 , a volume of 
452 pages, contains a summary of the activity and courses of the various branches 
of the University as well as historical data about the institution. Information in 
the Anuario of 1939 about the requirements and courses of study seems to be kept 
up to date by individual bulletins issued from year to year rather than by new 
editions of the Anuario. 

The third edition of the Estatutos of the Universidad nacional as of Dec. 1946 
contains basic information about its organization. At that time there were the 
following faculties and other branches : 

Facultad de medic.ina, 

Facultad de derecho y ciencias politicas, 

Facultad de matematicas e mgenieria, 

Facultad de arquitectura, 

Facultad de quimica, 

Facultad de minas (Medellin), 

Facultad de agronomia (Medellin), 

Facultad de agronomia (Cali), 

Facultad de farmacia, 

Facultad de medicina veter inaria, 

Facultad de odontologia, 

Conservatorio de musica, 

Escuela de bellas artes, 

Observatorio astronomico nacional, 

Institute de radium, 

Institute de ciencias naturales, 

Museo nacional, 

Museo de arte colonial. 

In Dec. 1946 were created a Facultad de ciencias at Bogota and a Facultad de 
arquitectura attached to the Facultad de minas at Medellin. 

With no. 1, dated Oct. 1944, a general university review was started under the 
title Universidad nacional de Colombia, reznsta trimestral de cultura moderna , con- 
taining studies from the members of the various university faculties. 

Turning next to the individual faculties and their publications, the Facultad de 
medicina may be said to trace its origin to an Escuela de medicina formed in 1827 
as a part of the Universidad central de Bogota. This came to an end with the law 
of 1850. In Feb. 1865, a private Facultad de medicina was organizedi, and became a 
part of the Universidad nacional in 1868. From Aug. 21, 1876, to Feb. 1877, the 
faculty was closed. There is a monthly Revista de la Facultad de medicina, which 
began with June 1932. 

The Facultad de odontologia had its origin in an Escuela dental nacional under 
the Federation odontologico colombiana, and began to publish a Bolclin de odontoU 
ogia in 1935. 

The Facultad de medicina veterinaria y zootecnia was established on May 10, 
1921, by law 44 of 1920, as the Escuela de medicina veterinaria, designated as 
Facultad May 10, 1940, and as Facultad de medicina veterinaria y zootecnia Mar. 
15, 1946. In 1930 publication of a Revista de medicina veterinaria was begun. In 
May 3946 a jubilee pamphlet of 71 pages was issued under the title Los 25 anas 
de la Facultad de medicina veterinaria y zootecnia. From 1886 to 1889, there had 
also been an Escuela oficial de veterinaria. 
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The Facultad de farmacia began to function in Jan. 1929, under law 11 of 1927 
as the Escuela de farmacia; in 1935-36 was for a time called the Facultad de 
farmacologia y farmacia, and in 1940 received its present name by act of the aca- 
demic council of the university. The organ of the faculty, and also of the 
Facultad de quimica,* is the Anales de quimica y farmacia , which began publication 
with vol, 1, no. 1, Oct.-Dec. 1938, as Evolution , anales de quimica y farmacia , 
organo del Colegio de farmaceuticos y quimicos. 

The Facultad de derecho y ciencias politicas had its origin as the Colegio mayor 
de Nuestra Senora del Rosario, which in 1889 took the name Facultad de derecho 
y ciencias politicas de la Universidad. Nos. 1-16 of the Anales de la Facultad were 
issued from 1925 through 1935, and are being continued by a Revista jurtdtca. 

The Facultad de matematicas e ingenieria had its origin in 1867 as the Facultad 
de ingenieria. The review Ingenieria y ar quite ctnra, organo de las Facultades de 
ingenieria f de ar quite ctnra y de la Asociacion de ing enter os de la Universidad 
nacional was initiated in 1939. The Facultad de arquitectura was established as a 
Departamento in 1929, and became a Facultad in 1936. 

The Facultad nacional de minas at Medellin was established there as the Escuela 
nacional de minas by law 60 of 1886 (Nov. 20). On Jan. 1, 1940, it became a 
faculty of the university. The Anales has been issued irregularly beginning with 
1912. 

The Facultad nacional de agronomia at Medellin had its origin as the Escuela 
de agricultura tropical y medicina veterinaria of the department of Antioquia by 
ordinance 11 of 1914 (Mar. 23), became the Escuela superior de agronomia y 
medicina veterinaria, was taken over by the national government in 1934 as the 
Instituto agricola nacional, became by decree 2,212 of 1937 (Dec. 23) a part of 
the Universidad nacional, and received by acuerdo 10 of 1938 (Nov. 30), its present 
name. The Revista de la Facultad nacional de agronomia , beginning with no. 1, 
Sept. 1939, contains scientific contributions from the faculty. There is also a 
Facultad de agronomia, of recent creation at Cali. At Bogota there was an Escuela 
superior de agronomia, created by law 38 of 1914, known as the Facultad de ciencias 
agronomicas 1921-23, and apparently suspended in 1924. 

The Observatorio astronomico nacional was founded in 1803 as a result of a 
petition by Jose Celestino Mutis. In 1902, the Oficina de longitudes was established 
in connection with the observatory, but was later transferred to the Ministerio 
de relaciones exteriores. Julio Garavito was the director of the observatory 1893— 
1919. Between 1921 and 1930 the institution seems to have been neglected and in- 
active. The following seem to have been the only publications of the observatory 
in separate form: 

Anales del Observatorio nacional, ano 1, nos. 1-2, Mar.-Apr. 1882. 

B olefin del Obsewatorio nacional, nos. 1-2, Jan.-Mar. 1903. 

Longitud y latitud del Observatorio , 1936. 

Currently contributions from the observatory appear in the Revista de la Academia 
colombiana de ciencias exactas , fisicas y naturales, which contains in vol. 2, no. 
6, p. 283-298, a history of the observatory. 

The Instituto nacional de radium although authorized by law 81 of 1928 was 
not inaugurated until 1934. Law 81 of 1945 (Dec. 21) relates to endowment for 
the institute and to the establishment of an Asociacion colombiana de la lucha 
contra el cancer. In 1946 a volume of lectures (675 pp.) was published under the 
title: Temas de cancer ologia y radioterapia , conferences dictadas en el curso libre 


♦Designated as Departamento de quimica in 1937: became a faculty in 1939. 
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de cancerologia del ano , bajo la direction de los profesores Cesar A. Pantoja y 
Alfonso Esguerra Gomez. 

The Institute de ciencias naturales, housed in the same building with the Institute) 
de biologia (Departamento de agricultura, Ministerio de la economia nacional), 
was founded as the Institute botanico in 1938, took its present name in 1940, and 
publishes systematic studies on the flora and fauna of Colombia in its review 
Caldasia, boletin del Instituto de ciencias naturales , no. 1 being dated Dec. 1940. 

The Museo nacional which is being installed in a magnificient new building has 
under preparation a new catalog and other publications. 

For the Museo de arte colonial, inaugurated Aug. 6, 1942, there has been issued 
an illustrated catalog, 1942-43, and in 1945 a volume of Conferences, 1942-1943. 

The Escuela normal superior at Bogota for the training of secondary school 
teachers was established in 1933 as the Facultad de educacidn, and was given 
independent status as the higher normal school in 1936, and edits the professional 
journal Education (1933-35, 1941 to date). 

Since the other normal schools do not ordinarily issue publications, they are not 
included here. 

The four following universities, which receive subventions, are to be regarded 
primarily as departmental institutions : 

Universidad de Antioquia, Medellin. 

Universidad de Cartagena, 

Universidad de Cauca, Popayan. 

Universidad de Narino, Pasto. 


ACADEMIES > # „ 

The basic legislation relating to national learned academies seems to be embodied 
in law 86 of 1928 (Nov. IS). Article 1 provides that the Academia colombiana 
established at Bogota in 1872, corresponding to the Academia Espanola, and re- 
established in 1910 be a “persona juridica” and have the status of an advisory body to 
the government “para todo lo relativo al fomento al literatura y a la conservation i y 
perfeccionamiento de la lengua nacional, que es lo castellana o espanola. As 
regards the Academia colombiana de historia (Academia nacional de historia), pro- 
vision is made that public edifices of historical or artistic interest must before 
being demolished, reconstructed or repaired be examined by the academy. Article 
11 provides further that the Academia colombiana de historia carry out the in- 
vestigations, etc., in compliance with article 22 of law 119 of 1919 and with article 
8 of law 48 of 1918, and propose to the government ways and means of carrying 
them out and of caring for and maintaining throughout the country . of public 
buildings, monuments, fortresses, sculpture, ornaments, etc., of the colonial period, 
as well as precolombian monuments and objects and documents of interest in 
history ethnography, folklore and the fine arts. Article 13 provides that the 
Sociedad geografica established by decree 809 of Aug. 20,1903, by a cuerpo 
consultative del gobierno.” Article 14 likewise provides that the Academia nacional 
de medicina, the Academia colombiana de jurisprudence, and the Sociedad colomb- 
iana deingenieros be “cuerpos consultivos del gobierno. Article 16 further ^recog- 
nizes as official various similar organizations, principally provincial as f< ol o . 

The academies and societies of medicine, Medellin, Barranquilla, Cartagena, and 
Cali the Sociedad de pediatria de Bogota, the “sociedades antioquenas de inge - 
ieria y de j urisprudencia,” the Academia de historia de Antioquia, the Centro 
vallecaucano de historia y antigiiedades, the Centres de historia .at Popayan, ^Tunja 
Pasto and Barranquilla, the Centro de historia local de la Ciudad de Antioquia, and 
the Academia de historia de Cartagena. Article 17 provides that the government 
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subvention annals, bulletins, reviews, and other publications of the organizations 
mentioned in article 16. 

By law 7 of 1946 (Sept. 28), the Centro de historia y antigiiedades del Valle 
del Cauca, Centro de historia de Tunja, and the Centro de historia de Santander 
were raised to the status of branch academies of the Academia nacional de historia, 
and designated respectively Academia de historia del Valle dd Cauca, Academia 
boyacense de historia, and Academia de historia de Santander. 

The academia Colombian a, the oldest of the academies, was actually founded 
May 10, 1871, corresponding to the Academia espanola, and continued active until 
about 1905. Soon after its reestablishment in 1910, law 27 of 1911 provided for 
annual subsidy to the academy. The principal publication is the Anuario. The first 
volume of the Anuario de la Academia colombiana , alio 1874, contains the papers 
presented by the members in the year 1874/75, and was reprinted in 1938 with title 
Anuario de la Academia colombiana , tomo I, 1874-1910 } reimpresion con adiciones , 
the additions being reports and papers 1877-82, and a vol. 2 of tomo I being a. 
supplement containing material 1883—1905. Subsequent to the original Anuario , 
some of the writings of the members appeared in the Repertorio colombiano. After 
the reestablishment in 1910, the academy published the Anuario , tomo II, 1910-11. 
Vol. 3 was printed in 1914, vol. 4 in 1937, including discursos and other works, 
1914-24, vol. 5 in 1938 including those presented 1924-35, vol. 6 in 1938 those 
presented 1935-38 as well as three discourses presented 1889-90 omitted from the 
reprint of vol. 1, vol. 7 corresponds to 1938-39, vol. 8 to 1940-41, vol. 9 to 1941-42, 
and vol. 10 to 1943-43. In 1943 a separate index to vols. 1—10 was printed. 

As a more frequent means of publication than the Anuario } a monthly Boletin do 
la Academia colombiana was published from vol. 1, no. 1, Jan. 1936 to vol. 3, no. 
13, Aug. 1937, under the editorship of the late Daniel Samper Ortega. In <*- 
numbered series Publicaciones de la Academia colombiana have been issued the 
following: 1. Poesias de Antonio Gome 2 Restrepo , 1940, and 2. Epistolario de doit. 
Miguel Antonio Caro; comespondencia con don Rufino J. Cuervo y don Marceliiio 
Menettdes y Pelayo 9 1941. The academy has also published Pedro Fabo’s Rufino 
Jose Cuervo y la castellana , 1912, M. A. Caro’s Carmina et inter pretationi'bns 
e poetis nostratibus , 1943. Certain of the “discursos de recepcion” of members have 
been printed in pamphlet form among them being those of Raimundo Rivas, 193 4-, 
Manuel Antonio Bonilla, 1941, Jose Alvarez Lleras, 1942, and Euardo Caballero 
Calderon, 1944. 

The academia nacional de medicina, the next oldest of the academies, was 
established in 1872 as the Sociedad de medicina y ciencias naturales, and was fey'" 
law 71 of 1890 (Nov. 22) transformed into the Academia nacional de medicina witln 
an active membership of 40, having an annual subvention from the government:. 
Its organ has been the Reznsta medica de Bogota published more or less continuous! v 
from vol. 1, no. 1, July 1873, to vol. 46, no. 539/40, July-Aug. 1936, having absorbed 
in Aug. 1932 the Reznsta medica de Colombia (Asociacion colombiana de estudios 
medicos), and from 1933 to 1936 the Repertorio de medicina y cirugia (Sociedad 
de cirugia de Bogota). In 1940, an Anuario de la Academia nacional de medlcinct 
1938-40, was issued containing the studies and proceedings of the period which had 
not been published owing to the temporary suspension of the Revista medica da 
Bogota. 
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succeeded by the Revista de la Academia Colombians de jurisprudence, beginning 
with aho I, nitm. 1, Mar. 1910. During the years 1930-36, the Revista was 
suspended, and an Anuario , vol. 1, 1933, and vol. 2, 1936, were issued in its place. 
Nos. 153-4 (Oct.-Dec. 1944) of the Revista contain material on the 50th anniversary 
of the academy. Further, a Mcmoria of the academy has been printed in separate 
pamphlet form corresponding to the years 1913, 1935/36, 1936/37, 1937/38, and 
1941/45. 

The academta Colombian A de historia, the next of the academies in point of 
view of age and the most prolific in the point of view of publications, was established 
as a Comision de historia y antigiiedades by Resolucion (Instruccion publica) 
115, May 9, 1902, and created an official academy and advisory body to the govern- 
ment by decree 1,808 of 1902 (Dec. 12). Law 29 of 1909 (Sept. 28) states in 
article 1 that “La Academia nacional de historia tendra el caracter de academia 
oficial y sera cuerpo consultivo del Gobierno sin que por eso le prive en manera 
alguna de su autonomia.” In 1928 after the celebration of the 25th anniversary, 
the name was changed to Academia colombiana de historia, as formalized in law 
86 of 1928 (Nov. 15). 

The Bolotin de historia y antigiiedades, a monthly review devoted to Colombian 
history and documents, has been issued more or less regularly beginning with vol. 
1, 1902/03. No. 341 (Mar. 1943) constitutes the “Homenaje a la memoria del 
doctor Eduardo Posada, miembro fundador de la Academia y su primer presidente,” 
including a bibliography of his writings. An index to these first seventeen volumes 
(1902-29) was published as vol. 17, nos. 203-04 (June-July 1929). 

The long and imposing series Biblioteca de historia nacional begins with volume 
I entitled La Patria Boba, containing three unpublished works printed in 1902, and 
has been devoted in great part to the publication of documentary works such as 
among other things the proceedings of the earliest congresses of Colombia. Posada’s 
two volumes of Bibliografia Bogotana , are included, and a third volume is men- 
tioned as in preparation. 

The Archivo Santander the collection of the papers of Santander, was published 
by the Academy in 24 volumes between 1913 and 1932. Gustavo Otero Munoz 
prepared an errata volume to the scries under the title “Archivo Santander : Erratas 
sustanciales en los veinticuatro tomos” printed as nos. 339-^0 (Jan.-Feb. 1943) of 
the Bole tin de historia y antigiiedades. 

Several volumes of addresses have been published under the title Conferencias, 
in the years 1935, 1936, 1937, 1940/42, and 1943. Seven special works were published 
on the 400 anniversary of the founding of Bogota. 

The SOCIKDAD geografica de Colombia was established in the year following the 
Academia colombiana de historia by decree 809 of Aug. 20, 1903, and seems to have 
been inactive in the periods 1908-23 and 1925-33. No. 1 of a Boletin de la Sociedad 
geografica de Colombia was issued in 1907. After a long lapse, ano I, no. 1 of a 
Revista de la Sociedad geografica de Colombia was issued under the date of Nov. 
1924. Beginning with vol. 1, no. 1 of the second epoch dated June 1934 the Boletin 
de la Sociedad geogrdfica de Colombia ( Academia de ciencias geogrdficas ) has 
been issued more or less regularly, the society maintaining headquarters at the 
Observatorio astrondmico nacional. 

The academia colombiana de Bellas artes, established in 1930, corresponding 
with the Academia de bellas artes de San Fernando at Madrid, Spain was by 
executive decree 2142 of 1930 (Dec. 19), which provided for an active membership 
of 18, given official recognition as an advisory body to the government m the fine 
arts. Article 5 of law 34 of 1933 states that the academy is a “cuerpo consultivo 
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del gobierno para todo lo tocante a la difusion de la cultura artistica en sus diversas 
formas.” 

The Anuario , volumen i, corrcspondicntcs al ano dc 1932, containing papers by 
the members, was followed by a composite volume, with illustrations, under the 
title Iniciacion de una guia de arte colombiana , 1934 prepared by the various mem- 
bers, and containing at the beginning a “Resena de labores hasta el mes de abril 
de 1934 .” 

The ACADEMIA COLOMBIANA DE CIENCIAS EXACTAS, FISICAS Y NATURALES, desig- 
nated as an advisory body to government “especialmente para lo relativo a la 
organizacion y fomento de los estudios de aquellas ciencias en los establecimientos 
oficiales y para la ensehanza de ellas entre las clases populares was established 
by law 34 of 1933 (Nov. 18), implemented by decree 1218 of 1936 (May 28), 
taking over the properties of the Sociedad colombiana de ciencias naturales (1912— 
18: Sociedad de ciencias naturales of the Instituto de' La Salle) which had been 
subventioned under law 39 of 1913 (Oct. 29). Originally the academy consisted 
of 15 members “de numero” and of fifteen corresponding members. Scientific 
contributions of the members are published in a handsomely printed review under 
the title: Revista de la Academia colombiana de ciencias exact as, fisicas y naturales 
( PublicaciSn del Ministerio de educacion ) issued three or four times a year 
beginning with vol. 1, no. 1, Oct./Dec. 1936. The Academy maintains headquarters 
at the Observatorio astronomico nacional. 

The ACADEMIA nacional de ciencias de la educacion was established by decree 
1937, Nov. 24, 1933, as a part of the commemoration of the centenary of the birth 
of Damaso Zapata, “procer de la educacion colombiana.” An Anuario, vol. 1, no. 
1, 1936, apparently is the only publication issued by the academy. 

The sociedad colombiana de ingenieros is subventioned under the Ministerio 
de obras publicas and is described as a part of that ministry. 

The sociedad DE agricultores de Colombia, which is an “entidad oficial y cuerpo 
consultivo del gobierno, ” as well as the federacion nacional de cafeteros, is 
treated under the Ministerio de la economia nacional. 

The other academies, centers and societies subventioned by the government being 
mainly provincial and local are not treated here. 
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Ministerio de Gobierno 


A Secretaria del interior was one of the five secretanas de estado established by 
article 136 of the Constitution of 1821. By decree of Aug. 12, 1831, it absorbed 
the department of foreign relations as the Secretaria del interior i de relaciones 
esteriores. By law of May 11, 1843, the department of foreign relations was re- 
established, and by law of Ma}' 1, 1845, the Secretaria del interior was designated 
as the Secretaria de gobierno. By decree of May 23, 1858, it absorbed the war 
department as the Secretaria de gobierno i guerra. A decree of Nov. 23, 1861, 
designated it again as the Secretaria del interior, the war department having been 
restablished. By law 23 of 1863 (May 11), it absorbed once again the department 
of foreign relations as the Secretaria de lo interior i relaciones esteriores. By law 
10 of 1880 (Mar. 25), effective Apr. 1, it became the Secretaria de gobierno, the 
department of foreign relations having been reestablished. By law 7 of 1886 (Aug. 
24), it was designated as the Ministerio de gobierno. Law 13 of 1890 (Oct. 13) 
segregated certain sections of Gobierno to form a Ministerio de justicia, which 
was again merged with Gobierno by law of 11 of 1894 (Sept. 25). Under law 31 of 
1923 (July 18) the postal and telegraph services were segregated to form the Minis- 
terio de correos y telegrafos as of Jan. 1, 1924. Law 20 of 1933 (Oct. 24) authorized 
the reorganization of the ministry and the establishment of a four-member Comision 
de asuntos penales y penitenciarios.* The reorganization by decree in 1933-34 
provided for a Departamento de justicia in place of section 4, a Departamento de 
prisiones in place of section 6, a Departamento de intendencias y comisarias, and a 
Departamento de instituciones de utilidad comun. Under law 68 of 1945 (Dec. 21), 
certain functions of Gobierno were again segregated to form a Ministerio de 
justicia, formally organized by decree 0105 of 1947 (Jan. 17), a minister of justice 
having been appointed as of Dec. 11, 1946. In view of the creation of the Ministerio 
de justicia, decree 0124 of 1947 (Jan. 17) reorganized the Ministerio de gobierno 
with the following sections : 

Seccion primera (Negocios generales). 

Seccion segunda (Policia nacional). 

Seccion tercera ( Presupuesto*, contabilidad y control). 

Seccion cuarta (Ofidna nacional de identification electoral). 

Seccion quinta (Territorios nacionales). 

Seccion sexta (Imprenta nacional y Almacen de publicaciones oficiales). 

The principal publications of the ministry, aside from the Diario oficial treated 
under the heading GENERAL PUBLICATIONS, is the Memoria presented 
regularly to the ordinary sessions of Congress beginning with the year 1823. The 
first one is entitled Mcmoria que cl secretaria de estado y del despacho del interior 
presento al Congreso de Colombia sobre los negocios de su departamento . Aho de 
1823-13 (Posada 633). The title of the second is Exposicion que el secretario 
de estado del despacho del interior de la republica de Colombia hizo al Congreso 
1824 sobre los negocios de su departamento (Posada 743). The third is entitled 


* The proceedings 

(April 24), effective July a 5 o were printed as Trabajos preparatories del nuevo Cddigo 
actas de la Common de asu», t * 


committee in drafting the penal code enacted as law . 95 of 1936 

>aratorios del nuevo Cddigo 
2 voL, 1937-40, together with 


L Proyecto de Cddigo penal, 1935, an^" y Pen, tennarvos, 
law 94 of 1938 (Tt.no 13) were printed as Tr&W the of penal procedure enacted as 

ceiimiento penal, vols. 1-3, printed 1938-40, containing "t tf^onos del nuevc ,C6d,go de pro. 
(1938) being the “Texto del proyecto definitive y exposicion de rnofi, e a c , 

The proceedings of the subsequent committee to amend the Civil Code .... f 

del Codigo civil) were printed in 1940 as Proyecto do ley, exfoeiciones de motive de rewrma 
pondientes, 1939-1940. 
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Es position que el secretario de estado del interior del gobierno de la re publico, de 
Colombia hace al Congreso de 1827 sobre los negocios de su departamento (Posada 
962). The fourth presented in 1831 has the title Esposicion que el ministro 
secretario de estado en el despacho del interior y justicia del gobierno de la repu - 
blica presenta a la Convencion granadina de 1831 , sobre los negocios de su 
departamento (Posada 1179). From 1833 to 1842, it was presented annually as 
the Esposicion of the Secretaria del interior i de relaciones esteriores, and in 1843 
as Memoria . In 1844 is was presented as Esposicion of the Secretaria de lo interior, 
in 1850-54 as Informe of the Secretario de gobierno. in 1855-56 as Esposicion , in 
1857-58 as Informe. In 1860-61 it was entitled Memoria del secretario de estado 
del despacho de gobierno i guerra de la Confederacion granadina. From 1865 to 
1880 it was presented as the Esposicion (later Memoria) of the Secertaria de lo 
interior i relaciones esteriores. From 1881 to 1885 it was presented annually as 
the Memoria del secretario de gobierno. No reports were made in 1886— 87. In 
1888 it was presented as the Memoria del ministro de gobierno, and in 1890, 1892, 
1894, 1896, and 1898 as the Informe. In 1904 (for the period 1898-1904), and from 
1910 through 1919 it was presented as the Informe of the Ministerio de gobierno, 
and from 1920 to date annually as the Memoria. For 1919 there were three volumes, 
for 1929,* 1930, 1932, 1933, two volumes each; for 1934, three volumes with two 
unnumbered anexos, one being the Memoria of the Direccion de justicia, and the 
other Division territorial ; for 1935, two volumes, the second being Intendencies y 
comisarias : informe del director ; for 1938, one volume with separately printed 
anexos as follows : 

1 Informe del jefe la seccion l.a ( negocios generates ), 

2 Informe del director de la Policia nacional, 

3 Informe del jefe de la seccion 3.a ( Contabilidad , ordenacion y control ), 

4 La administ radon de los territories nacionales, 

5 Informe annal que rinde el director del Departamento de justicia , 

6 Informe del director de la Imprenta nacional , 

7 La lucha contra el delito ( realisaciones y planes). 

For 1939, there are three volumes, and for 1940, 1941 and 1942, two volumes each. 
For 1943, there is only a single volume entitled Informes de los jefes de departa- 
mento y de seccion al ministro de gobierno para la Memoria de 1943. For 1944, 
there are two volumes, the first being entitled Memoria del ministro de gobierno : 
una crisis politico , discursos pronunciados por el ministro de gobierno Alberto 
Lleras abril-octubre, 1944 , and the second, Anexos a la Memoria del ministro de 
gobierno . . . Informes de los jefes de departamento y de seccion. 

The Memoria usually contains data relating to electoral matters, public order, 
relationships with departmental governments, and the administration of justice. 
In addition, there are several features that merit special mention. 

In accordance with the new law regulating the press of the country, the Memoria 


in 1945 included an alphabetical list of all periodicals and newspapers registered 
during the year as well as two alphabetical lists of those in Bogota register-* 

the ministry first from 1888 to 1933, and next from 1933 to new ^~ 

/ . £ . . , « in the Memoria 

papers and periodicals registered seems first to have . . , - 

r ioao cl . l^Pbeen printed from time to 

of 1898. Subsequently for some years it seemsJ^T, . - . . . . 

. ^ . , -o , lAir^r 933, this list of registrations is in- 


time in the Diario oficial. Between V. 
eluded more or less regularly^iP- >J ^^ 
from Bogota were include 


emoria. In 1943 and 1944 only lists of those 


^^arrpSabetical list of municipalities. In 1934 and in 1945 a similar list was 
nphlet form as Lista alfabetica de los tminicipios del pais. 
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The Imprenta nacional, the present national printing office, was created by decree 
S04 of 1894. Its annual reports (Informes) , usually included in the Memoria of the 
ministry and rather frequently printed in separate form, contain inventory lists of 
the documents printed there. 

Administrative rulings made by the ministry in the period 1932-42 were digested 
by Luis Ernesto Puyana, ex-director de justicia, and printed in 1943 under the title 
Auxiliar administrative: sintesis de consultas resueltas por el Ministerio de go- 
bier no, 1932-42. 

From the Departamento de territorios, established by decrees 1908 and 1909 of 
1933 as the Departamento de intendencias y comisarias (in 1937 under the Ministerio 
de agricultura y comercio) and designated as Territorios nacional es since 1939, there 
have been the following separate publications : 

1936 : Etnoiogia gnajera , by G. Hernandez de Alba. 

1937: El gobierno de los territorios nacionales. 

1937: Intendencias y comisarias, by Bernardo Rueda Vargas and Arturo Gon- 
zalez Escobar. 

1940 : Presupuestos de las intendencias y comisarias. 

Data on the intendencias and comisarias is also included in the following docu- 
ments of the ministry: 

1934: Informes de los senores gobernadores, intendentes y comisarios especiales, 
1930 a 1934. 

1942 : Los departamento s segitn sus presupuestos, mayo de 1942. 

The Policia nacional was established by law 23 of 1890, implemented by decree 
1000 of 1891. The annual Informe, usually included in the Memoria of the ministry, 
has at times in more recent years been issued in separate form. With ano I, no. 1, 
Mar. 1912, the Revista de la Policia nacional was initiated to provide a more prompt 
and extensive means of publication of materials deemed of importance for members 
of the force. The Revista was suspended in the periods Sept. 1925-Dec. 1927 and 
Sept. 1931-36. Epoca 27, no. 176, Nov. 1941, is a special number dedicated to the 
fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the national police. Nos. 180-181, Apr.-May 
1942, is dedicated to the Escuela de policia General Santander, the institution 
having been authorized in 1937 and instruction having been initiated in 1940. Sub- 
sequently the Revista has been edited at the school. A monographic series has been 
issued by the school under the title Biblioteca de la Escuela de la policia General 
Santander. — ^ 

Law 41 of 1915 established a. Policia judicial as a part of the Policia nacional, 
later functioning as the Prefectura Judicial, or Cuerpo auxiliar del organo judicial, 
under he Departamento de justicia, then merging with the Policia nacional Apr. 1, 
1940. Nos. 1-14/15 of a Revista juridico - criminal -were issued Mar. 1938- July/ 
Aug. 1939. 

A small register of the Policia nacional was printed in 1945 under the title 
Escalafdn de actividad en 1° de mar so de 1945. 

The Oficina nacional de identificacion electoral was set up by decree 1179 of 
1935 (July 2), and is usually reported on rather fully in the ministerial Memoria. 
In 1938 La cedula y el sufragio by Hernan Montoya was issued by this office. 

In addition, there is the Gran consejo electoral established by law 47 of 1936 
(Mar. 12). One of its reports, for instance, has been printed in the Diario oficial, 
July 16, 1943, pp. 185-188, under the title “Acta de los escrutinios generales de los 
votos emitidos en las elecciones verifkadas el dia 3 de mayo del ano en curso, para 
elegir presidente de la republica en el periodo constitucional de 1942 a 1946, acto 
numero 20.” 
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In keeping with its functions in electoral matters, the ministry has published 
compilations of the laws in force, the latest edition apparently being the Codig o de 
elecciones, compilacion agrupada por materias, de todas las disposiciones electorates 
vigentes hasta la fechcu . . . coordinada y dirigida por RamSn Rosales, 1943. 

The Departamento de justicia (sometimes referred to as the Direccion de 
justicia) which was absorbed in Jan. 1947 by the Departamento juridico of the new 
Ministerio de justicia was organized under authority of law 20 of 1933. An annual 
Inform e seems to have been included regularly in the ministerial Memoria, and 
occasionally issued separately. In 1938, the Departamento de justicia issued the 
first directory, or census, of labor unions in Colombia under the title Resena del 
movimiento sindical, 1909-37. In 1940 it issued a book of instructions for civil 
registry, the title being Registro del cstado civil de las personas: instrucciones a los 
notarios, alcaldes, corregidores o inspectores de policia y consules de Colombia . 

The Departamento de prisiones (sometimes referred to as the Direccion general 
de prisiones), which was in Jan. 1947 absorbed by the Departamento general de 
establecimientos de detencion, pena y medidas de seguridad of the new Ministerio 
de justicia, was also organized under the authority of law 20 of 1933. Under Fran- 
cisco Bruno as director general de prisiones the annual report was also issued 
separately in 1936 as La reforma car celaria y p eni t e nciaria, in 1937 as Plan general 
de una reforma car celaria y penitenciaria, and in 1939 as Realkaciones y proyectos 
para la reforma car celaria y penitenciaria, the one for 1938 apparently appearing 
only as a separate anexo entitled La hicha contra el delito. 

Under the Departamento de prisiones, an Instituto de antropologia y pedagogia 
penitenciaria had been established at the Penitenciaria central by resolucion 25 of 
1935 (Aug. 7), and' had published the results of its studies and investigations 
jointly with the Sociedad colombiana de biologia criminal in the Revista colombiana 
de biologia criminal , ano 1, no. 1, Sept.-Oct. 1935 through ano 3, no. 1, Jan. 1939. 
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Minister!© efe Guerra 


A Secietaiia de guerra was established as one of the five secretaries de estado 
provided in article 136 of the 1821 constitution. A Secretaria de marina which was 
also established in 1821 was united with Guerra by decree of Sept. 12 1827 as the 
Secretaria de guerra i marina. Law of May 1, 1845, designated the department as 
the Secretaria de guerra. A decree of May 23, 1853, attached Guerra to Gobiemo 
as the Secretaria de gobiemo i guerra. A decree of Nov. 23, 1861, reestablished the 
department as the Secretaria de guerra i marina. Law 7 of 1886 (Aug. 25) desig- 
nated it as the Ministerio de guerra. 

A list of the ministers of war from 1821 to 1922, prepared by Bernardo Caicedo, 
appears in the Boletin da historia y antigiiedades, Feb. 1923, vol xiv no 161 pp 
286-293, and one from 1821 to 1916, on pp. 71-80 in the Informe of’ 1918. ’ 

Law 102 of 1944 deals with the organization and command of the armed forces; 
law 1 of 1945 (Feb. 19), with compulsory military service; law 2 of 1945 (Feb 
19), with officers of the army; and law 3 of 1945 (Feb. 19) enacts a Codigo de 
justicia penal militar in place of that of 1931 (law 84). 

The principal publication of the ministry is the Memoria presented regularly to 
the ordinary sessions of Congress, presented in 1823 under the title Memoria del 
secretaria de estado y del despacho de la guerra al primer Congreso constitucional 
de Colombia en el ano de 1823-13 (posada 632). The second is entitled Esposicion 
ad secretario de la guerra al Congreso en la sesion de 1824—14 ; the third, Exposi- 
tion del secretano de guerra presentada al Congreso de 1826-16 (Posada 898) * 
the fourth, Esposicion que el secretario de estado del despacho de guerra del 
gobiemo de la republica de Colombia hace al Congreso de 1827 sobre los negocios 
de su de portamento (Posada 960). 

For the Secretaria de marina, the first presented had the title Memoria del 
secretario de estado del despacho de marina al primer Congreso constitutional de 
Colombia en el aho de 1823-13 (Posada 630) ; the second Esposicion del secretario 
de marina presentada al Congreso de 1826-16° (Posada 889); and the third 
Esposocion que el secretario de estado en el despacho de marina de la republica de 
Colombia hace al Congreso de 1827 sobre los negocios de su departamento (Posada 


1 he first i eport for the combined department is entitled Esposicion que el mimstro 
secretario de estado en el departamento de guerra i marina dirije a la Convention 
de la Nneva Granada en 1831 (Posada 1181). 

For 18o3, 1834, 1835, and 1836, it is entitled Esposicion of the Secretaria de 
guerra i marina; for 1837; Memoria; for each year from 1838 through 1844, 
Esposicion; for each year from 1845 through 1858, Informe for the Secretaria de 
guerra. The one for 1846 is accompanied by a separate Informe of the Intendencia 
jeneral de guerra i marina. 

For 1859, it is part of the Informe of the Secretaria de gobiemo i guerra; and 
for 1860 and 1861, Memoria of the Secretaria de gobierno i guerra. 

For 1865 and 1866, it is entitled Esposicion of the Secretaria de guerra i marina, 
and apparently for each year from 1867 through 1884, Memoria, with Informe as 
the cover-title in at least one instance. 


. For 1886 > 1888 ’ 1890, 1892, 1894, 1896, and 1898, the title is (with slight varia- 
tion) Informe del ministro de guerra al Congreso. In 1896, there is a considerable 
section entitled “Relacion de la campana del rio Magdalena, la costa Atlantica y 
el departamento de Santander.” 


,T or , 1904 (covering 1898-1904), 1910 (covering 1904-10), 1911 annually through 
1918, 1921, 1922, and 1928, the title is Informe. 
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For 1919, 1920, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1927, and 1929 annually to date, the title is 
Memoria . 

In 1938 and later years, a section entitled “Anuario estadistico de la sanidad 
militar” prepared by the Servicio (or Seccion) de sanidad has been included. 

Maps are included in various Memorias as follows: 

1913: Carta militar de Colombia , prim-era planchcta a l Occidents de Bogota. 
1 : 25,000. 

1921: Plano de la radial del sur, Bogota front-era del Ecuador , 4 sheets, 1:50,000; 
Plano de la ciiidad de Tunja, 1 : 10,000. 

1926: Mapa de la actual division territorial militar . 

1933: Republica de Colombia — inalambricos. 

1936: Colombia, esquema para levantamiento aerofotogrametrico ; 

Carta de los trabajos de triangulacion. 

An armed forces register usually Escalafon de actividad has been issued in 
separate form at least as of Jan, 1, 1932, Mar. 1, 1934, June 30, 1937, and Aug. 1, 
1937, such registers having previously been included from time to time in the 
Memoria of the ministry. 

As a means of publishing currently military legislation, decrees, army orders, 
etc., a Bole tin militar de la republica de Colombia was begun in 1897 and continued 
until no. 520, Mar. 1908. Beginning with ano 1, num 1, Nov. 1, 1926, a similar 
publication has been issued under the title Bolctin del Ministerio de guerra. . 

Beginning with 1911, publication of a scientific military review was initiated by 
the ministry under the title Memorial del Estado mayor. By resolucion 35 of 1927, 
the title was changed to Reznsta militar del Ejercito . The combined number 239— 
240, May-June, 1932, is dedicated to the 25th anniversary of the Escuela militar, 
founded June 1, 1907, by decree 434 of 1907 (Apr. 13), and includes among other 
things biographies of the directors, lists of the staffs and of the cadets. With the 
number for Sept.-Oct. 1934, the title became simply Revista del Ejercito. In 1937, 
the second epoch of the Memorial del Estado mayor , or g ano de divulgaddn militar 
de la seccion biblioteca y publicaciones del Estado mayor general, was started, 
accompanied by supplements and having a section for foreign military articles. 
No. 4, third epoch, 34th year, Apr. 1944, is devoted to the 34th anniversary of the 
Esculea superior de guerra, which was created by decree 453 of 1909 (May 1) and 
opened May 8, 1910, and includes among other things historical lists of the staffs 
and students, the courses of study, and a reprint of the sections of the ministerial 
Memoria devoted to the school. 

Some numbers of a second epoch of the Revista del Ejercito were issued including 
a special number for the 4th centenary of Bogota, dated Aug. 1938, and another for 
the 4th centenary of Tunja, dated Aug. 1939. < 

Shortly after the beginning of the second epoch of the Memorial del Estado 
mayor, a numbered series of professional military works was inaugurated under 
the title Biblioteca del oficiaL 

There has also been occasional publication in separate form of historical works 
such as the following by Carlos Cortes Vargas: 

Participacion de Colombia en la libertad del Peril, 1824—1924 . 1924. 3 vols. 

For the use mainly of the various branches of the armed forces, there have 
been many prints in separate pamphlet or book form of reglamentos, decretos, 
resoluciones, manual es, etc. 

The naval section of the ministry (Direccion general de marina) in charge of the 
Armada nacional or Marina de guerra functions under law 105 of 1936 as the 
organic act. At the Escuela naval de cadetes at Cartagena, established July 3, 
1935, is published La Corredera , revista oficiaL 
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The aviation section of the ministry (Direccion general de aviacion) is in charge 
of civil aviation as well as of the Fuerza aerea. Formery the civil aviation had 
been in charge of the Direccion general de aeronautica civil, organized in the 
ministry by decrees 766 of 1939 under article 84 of law 89 of 1938 (May 26), and 
had a Boletin de aeronautica civil beginning with Aug. 1939, before it was absorbed 
as a section in the Direccion general de aviacion during Dec. 1941. Some numbers 
ot a Revista aerondutica de la Fuerza aerea colombiana, organo de divulgation de 
la Direccion general de aviation?- publication mensual were issued in 1944-45. 
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Minister!© de Hacienda y Credito Publico 

The Ministerio de hacienda y credito publico was established as the Secretaria 
de hacienda under article 136 of the Constitution of 1821. By law of Feb. 9, 1863, 
:crtain functions of Hacienda were segregated to form a Secretaria del tesoro i 
:redito nacional. The law of May 11, 1863, enlarged the functions of the Secretaria 
de hacienda, and designated it as the Secretaria de hacienda i fomento. By law 10 
3 f 1880 (Mar. 25), the section Fomento became an independent department as the 
Secretaria de fomento, the Secretaria de hacienda i fomento becoming again the 
Secretaria de hacienda, and the Secretaria del tesoro i credito nacional the Secre- 
taria del tesoro. Law 7 of 1886 (Aug. 25) changed the designation of the Secretaria 
de hacienda to the Ministerio de hacienda and that of the Secretaria del tesoro to 
Ministerio del tesoro. On Jan. 1, 1896, when the Ministerio de fomento was abol- 
ished by law 11 of 1895 (Sept. 25), the duties were attached to the Ministerio de 
hacienda without change in name. By legislative decree 7 of 1905 (Jan. 17) the 
Fomento duties were again removed from the Ministerio de hacienda and set up as 
the Ministerio de obras publicas. By decree 309 of 1905 (Mar. 29), the Ministerio 
del tesoro was consolidated with the Ministerio de hacienda, then was reestablished 
by law 50 of 1909 (Nov. 19), and again by law 31 of 1923 (July 18) consolidated 
again with the Ministerio de hacienda on Jan. 1, 1924, as the Ministerio de hacienda 
7 credito publico. To the Ministerio de hacienda had been assigned the function 
of collection of revenues and to the Ministerio del tesoro the function of disburse- 
ment. 

Not only the preceding consolidation in 1924 but other changes in the Ministry 
had their origin in the work of the Mision de consejeros financieros in 1923, 
under the chairmanship of E. W. Kemmerer, known commonly as the Mision 
Kemmerer. In addition, the Banco de la republica, the Supcrintcndencia bancaria, 
the autonomous Departamento de contraloria were established, and other changes 
made in the fiscal system, through enactments based on the various proposals of 
the mission, an enumeration of which follows: 

Proyecto de ley por la cual se fija el numcro y nomenclature de los ministerios. 
Exposition de motives de dicho proyecto presentados al gobierno de Colombia por 
la Mision de consejeros financieros. Imprenta nacional, 1923. 18 pp. 

Proyecto de ley orgdnica del Banco de la republica y exposition de mo twos 
de dicho proyecto. Casa editorial “La Cruzada,” 1923. 77 pp. 

Proyecto de ley sobre establecimientos bancarios y exposition de motivos. 
Casa editorial “La Cruzada,” 1923. 115 pp. 

Proyecto de ley sobre formation de fuersa restrictive del Presupuesto nacional y 
exposition de motivos de dicho proyecto , presentado al gobierno de Colombia por 
la Mision de consejeros financieros . Imprenta nacional, 1923. 36 pp. 

Proyecto de ley sobre organization de la contabilidad national y creation del 
Departamento de contraloria y exposition de motivos de dicho proyecto , presentados 
al gobierno Colombiano, por la Mision de consejeros financieros. Imprenta nacional, 
1923. 43 pp. 

Proyecto de ley sobre administration y recaudacidn dc las rentes nacionales y 
exposition de motivos de dicho proyecto. Imprenta nacional, 1923. 17 pp. 

Proyecto de ley por la cual se organise el impuesto sobre la rente , con sits 
correspondiente exposition de motivos. Casa editorial “La Cruzada,” 1923. 93 pp. 

Proyecto de ley orgdnica del impuesto de papei sell ado y timbre national y 
exposition de motivos. Imprenta nacional, 1923. 49 pp. 
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Proyccto de ley por la cital se establece el impuesto de pasajes y exposition de 
motivos. Imprenta nacional, 1923. 29 pp. 

Proyecto de ley sobre instrumentos negociables y exposition de motivas. Casa 
editorial “La Cruzada,” 1923. 55 pp. 

Sugestiones al programa de cmprestitos para- Colombia , prcsentados al gobierno 
de Colombia por la Mision de consejeros financieros. Imprenta nacional, 1923. 25 
pp. xiii tables. 

In 1930, a second Mision de consejeros financieros, again under the chairmanship 
of E. W. Kemmerer, also often referred to as the Mision Kemmerer, made addi- 
tional proposals, tending to make more effective those made in 1923. The following 
separate drafts of legislation with explanations were presented. 

Proyectos de ley de la Comision de consejeros financieros, sobre establccimientos 
bancarios, Banco de la rcpublica y presnpuesto national. Imprenta nacional, 1930. 
Ill pp. 

Regimen de aduanas. Proyectos de ley orgdnica de la materia , elaborado por la 
Mision de consejeros financieros y exposition de motivos. Imprenta nacional, 1930. 

211 pp. 

Regimen tributario y credito publico. Proyectos de ley de la Mision de consejeros 
financieros sobre impuesto predial , sobre elimination de la participation de los 
departamentos y municipios en las rentas nacionales, y reglamcntacwn de indcmnisa- 
ciones, sobre credito publico, e informe relacionado con el impuesto de sucesiones 
y donaciones, 1930. Imprenta nacional, 1931, 170 pp. 

Reorganisation administrativa y fiscal. Proyectos de ley de la Mision de con- 
sejeros financieros, sobre contabilidad oficial y Contralona, administration y 
recaudacion de rentas, impuesto sobre la exportation del banano , impuesto de 
valorisation, impuesto sobre la rente, timbre y derechos consulares , unification de 
gravamenes de importation , 1930. Imprenta nacional, 1930. 176 pp. 

The laws enacted on the basis of the proposals of the Mision Kemmerer in 1923 
and 1930 were collected together with the explanations supporting each draft, and 
published by the Editorial de Cromos, Bogota, 1931 (550 pp.) under the title: 
Leyes finanderas, presentadas al Gobierno de Colombia por la Mision, de expertos 
amcricanos en los anos de 1923 y 1930, y exposition de motives de estas. 

At the order of the Camara de rebresentantes, the Ministerio de hacienda y 
credito nacional assembled and published in 1934 the texts only of these laws in a 
volume of 311 pp. under the title Leyes fiscales expedidas en 1923 y en 1931. 

Several articles in tribute to the work of E. W. Kemmerer and the two missions 
were published by the Contralona general de la republica in Dec. 1945 under the 
title Edimn Walter Kemmerer y su obra en Colombia homenaje que la Contralona 
general rindc a la memoria de su insigne fundador as a supplement to no. 9/10 of 
the Analcs de econonna y estadistica. 

Many details of earlier fiscal organizations. can be ferreted out by an examination 
of the earliest Codig o fiscal , being law 106 of 1873 (June 13), issued m at east 
two separate editions 1873-74 and 1882-84. Under the Constitution of 1886, this 
Codiqo fiscal of 1873 was one of the codes adopted by law 57 of 1887. A new 
Codigo fiscal as law 110 of 1912 was issued at least separately m 1915 and in 19-5 
(with amendments). In the years 1942-^6. an organic compilation of fiscal laws, 
decrees, regulations, etc., for the period 1886-1912 was published m five volumes 
under the following title Compilation de disposictones de hacienda y oiras anos e 
1886 a 1912 inclusive, elaborada . . . con la asesotia del profesor don Pedro Coma . 
Calvet. Vol. 1 contains at the beginning a study on “decentrahzacion administrative 
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y fiscal en Colombia,” and vol. 5, one entitled “El Organa judicial en las con s til u- 
ciones de Colombia.” Continuation of the compilation to cover material for sub- 
sequent years through 1944 seems to be envisioned. 

In 1946 the Ministerio de hacienda y credito nacional included the following 
bureaus and agencies: Departamento juridico, Departamento de presupuesto y 
contabilidad, Direccion de aduanas, Tesoreria general de la republica, Jefatura de 
rentas e impuestos nacionales, Instituto geografico militar y catastral, Casa de 
monecla, Medellin, Tribunal supremo de aduanas, Departamento nacional de pro- 
visiones, and the Superintcndencia bancaria. In addition the following banks and 
credit institutions, representation of the government being through this ministry, 
may be mentioned : Banco de la republica, Caja de credito agrario, industrial y 
mincro, Banco agricola hipotecario, Banco central hipotecario. 

MEMORTA DE HACIENDA 

The Memoria de hacienda , presented regularly to the ordinary sessions of Con- 
gress beginning with the year 1823, constitutes one of the most important sources 
for overall data on public finance and economic conditions. Not only has the title 
varied from time to time, but the form and content has changed at different times. 
During the second half of the nineteenth century and the first quarter of the 
twentieth, the Mcmoria normally consisted of the exposicion by the minister, 
bureau reports, legislation and regulations, and frequently statistics. Previous to 
the systematic publication of the Annario de comer cio exterior (Contraloria gen- 
eral), the Mcmoria usually included the statistical reports of the customs service. 
Normally bureau reports are issued only occasionally in separate form, are then 
usually to be regarded as anexos whether so designated or not. The Superinten- 
dencia bancaria and the government banks issue regular reports independently. The 
Mcmoria dc hacienda which has been presented under this title beginning with 1932, 
has assumed more and more the form of an enlarged exposicion by the minister. 
A brief presentation of some complications in the series follow and will probably 
serve most practical purposes, and possibly point to the eventual need for definitive 
bibliography of the Ministerio de hacienda y credito publico: 

The initial Mcmoria was presented in 1823 to the first ordinary Congress under 
the title: Memoria qne el secretario de estado y del despacho de hacienda present 6 
al Congreso dc Colombia sobre los negocios de su departamento aha de 1823 (17 
pp.), and is described by Posada (No. 629). The next was presented in 1826 under 
the title Exposicion del secretario de hacienda presentada al Congreso de 1926, 
Those following in 1827 and 1831 were similarly entitled Esposicion . . . From 
1833 through 1885 the Memoria seems to have been printed regularly every year 
except for the extraordinary period 1862 and 1863. The title Exposicion . . . 
seems to have been continued for some years, although it may be noted that the 
one presented in 1839 has the cover-title Memoria de hacienda. The one presented 
in 1842 was accompanied at least by a separately printed Esposicion of the Dircc.- 
cion del credito nacional and by an Esposicion of the Direccion de la renta del 
tabaco, and doubtless other separate bureau reports supplementing the ministerial 
reports were printed during that period as the legislative need seemed to require. 
Those presented at least from 1845 to 1853 have the title (with slight variations) 
Informe del secretario de hacienda al Congreso constitucional. For 1854 to 1860 
the title reverts to the earlier form with slight variations as follows : Esposicion 
que cl secretario de estado del despacho de hacienda de la Nuevo;. Granada dirije al 
Congreso consitut tonal, the title for 1859 being Esposicion sobre la hacienda nacional 
. . . and including an anexo with separate title page as follows : Informe del director 
de la contabilidad jeneral . . . sobre los resultados j enemies de las cuentas de los 
presupuestos i del tesoro . . . [1849/57]. For 1861, the report has the title Memoria 
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sob re la hacienda nacional de la Nneva Granada presentada al Congreso de 1861, 

and is accompanied by the two following appendixes having individual title pages * 

Memoria sobre amonedacion de oro i plata en la Nneva Granada desde el 12 de 
julio de 1753 hasta 31 de agosto de 1859, por Jose Manuel Restrepo. 

Memoria sobre la dcuda esterior de la Nneva Granada. 

For 1864 through 1880, the reports have the following title (with occasional 
variants) : Memoria del secretario de hacienda i fomento. Those presented in 
1871, 1873, 1874, 1875, and 1876, are all accompanied by supplements having indi- 
vidual title pages. That of 1871 has the cover-title: Coleccion de ptib lie aci ones 
relativas a la administracion de la hacienda nacional en el aho economic o de 1869 
a 1870 i en el aho comun de 1871 . Contiene tres partes. Primera : Memoria de 
hacienda. Segunda: Estadistica de las rentas nacionales i estadistica del comer cio 
esterior. Tercera : Document os diversos relacionados con la administracion de la 
hacienda nacio n al. 

1873 has two special anexos as follows: 

Estadistica de comer cio esterior i de cabotaje i de los demds ramos relacionados 
con la hacienda nacional correspondiente al aho de 1871 a 1872. 

Coleccion de los principales documentos relacionados con la administracion de la 
hacienda 'nacional en el aho de 1872. 

1874 has two special anexos as follows : 

Estadistica de comercio, esterior i de cabotaje i de los demds ramos relacionados 
con la hacienda nacional correspondiente al aho de 1872 a 1873. 

Coleccion de los principales documentos relacionados con la administracion de 
la hacienda nacional en el aho de 1873. 

1875 (dated Feb. 1) is accompanied by the two following special anexos: 

Coleccion de los principales documentos relacionados con la administracion de la 

hacienda nacional en el aho de 1874. 

Cuadros sobre rentas i coniribuciones nacionales en el aho economico de 1873 
a 1874. 

For 1875,, there is, in addition, a report on a special topic dated Oct. 11, having 
the title Informe del secretario de hacienda i formento al presidente de la union (71 
pp.) and being accompanied by an anexo : Certificacion del secretario de hacienda 
i fomento sobre los acontecimientos de la Costa (51 pp.) 

1876 is accompanied by the following: Coleccion de los principales documentos 
relacionados con la administracion de la hacienda nacional i el ranio de fomento. 

From 1881 through 1885, the title is as follows: Memoria del secretario de ha- 
cienda dirigida al Presidente de la Union en el aho . . . For 1885 there is an 
anexo volume with the title: Memoria de hacienda. Coleccion de los principales 
documentos relacionados con la administracion de la hacienda nacional en el aho 
de 1884 . 

In the years 1888, 1890, 1892, 1894, 1896, and 1898, the biennial finance report 
carried the title (with slight variations) as follows: Informe presentado al Con- 
greso de la republica en sus sesiones ordinarios de . . . por el ministro de hacienda. 

In 1903 there was a publication Datos complementarios del Mhusterio de hacienda, 
but no regular report, there having been none in 1900 and 1902, since Congress 
was not in session. 


* The anexos with individual title pages probably were also issued usually in separate form, 
and are probably often cited thus, without indication of relationship to the series of the 


Memoria de hacienda. 
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In 1904 there was the two-volume Memoria del ministro de hacienda presentada 
al Congreso nacional. 

During the period 1905-19 when there were no finance reports, six volumes of 
consolidated weekly disbursements of ministries were printed under the title 
Organisation del servlcio de tesoreria , vol. 1 being for 1904—6, and vol. 6 for Apr - 
June 1908. In 1908 a special report (23 pp.) of the Superintendenda de las rentas 
publicas corresponding to the year 1907 was printed at the order of the Asamblea 
nacional legislativa in the format of its Anales under the title Informe que el 
superintendent e de las rentas publicas, sehor Lino de Pombo, presenta al Ministerio 
de hacienda referente al movimiento del ramo en el aho de 1907. 

From 1910 annually through 1923 the title Informe del ministro de hacienda al 
Congreso [1910: a la Asamblea national] was used. 

For the years 1916 through 1920 the Memoria seems to be accompanied by an 
Informe anual of the Procurador general de hacienda created by decree 940 of 
1910 and abolished in 1923. 

In 1924 the finance report was presented under the title Informe del ministro de 
hacienda y credito publico al Congreso, and from 1925 through 1931 under the 
title Memoria que presenta el ministro de hacienda y credito publico al Congreso 
nacional en las sesiones ordinarias . . , and from 1932 to date under the title 
Memoria de hacienda. 1931 is supplemented by a report prepared by Fernando 
Isaza, director general de rentas nacionales under the title Las rentas nacionales , 
1931 (208 pp.) 1935 seems not to have been printed, and 1936 is called 1935-36, 
being accompanied by the Informe , 1935/36, of the Oficina de cambios e importa- 
ciones, as an anexo. 1937 was apparently not printed. 1942 has the subtitle: La 
economta colombiana. Politico economica de la administration Santos. 1944 seems 
also not to have been printed. 1946 is in two volumes with an anexo (232 pp.) 
entitled Proyectos de ley presentados al Congreso de 1946 por el ministro de 
hacienda y credito publico, doctor Francisco de P. Peres and another reporting 
on the Fondo de fomento municipal, Apr. 1940-June 1946, the Fondo having been 
established by decree-law 513 of 1940 (Mar. 8). 

MEMORIA DEL TESORO 

From 1865 through 1923 with exception of 1905 to 1909, a separate treasury 
department report dealing mostly with matters of disbursements parallels the 
finance department report. 

In 1923 just before the consolidation of the two functions in the single Ministerio 
de hacienda y credito nacional, the Ministerio del tesoro had the following sub- 
ordinate agencies: Direccion general de contabilidad, Tesoreria general de la 
republica, Seccion de credito publico, Oficina central de ordenacion, Casa de moneda 
de Bogota, Seccion de pensiones, Litografia nacional, and Juzgado nacional de 
ejecuciones fiscales. 

The initial report presented in 1865 had the title Informe del secretario del 
tesoro i credito nacional al Congreso. From 1866 through 1880, the annual treasury 
report carried the title with slight variations as follows, Memoria del secretario 
d-el tesoro i credito national . . . From 1881 to 1885 (?) the title was Memoria 
del secretario del tesoro dirijida al presidents de la Union para el Congreso. 
No reports were presented in 1886 and 1887. From 1888 through 1898, the biennial 
treasury reports were entitled Informe que el ministro del tesoro de Colombia 
dirige al Congreso. Owing to unsettled conditions, there had been no sessions of 
Congress in 1900 and 1902, and no reports were printed. In 1904, one was pre- 
sented under the title Memoria que el ministro del tesoro presenta al Congreso 
de la republica, corresponding to the period 1898-1904. In 1910 it was called 
Informe del ministro del tesoro a la Asamblea nacional. In 1911 and 1912, the 
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annual treasury report was entitled Informe del mimstro del tesoro al Congreso, 
and from 1913 through 1923 Memoria del ministro del tesoro al Congreso. In the 
later period some of the anexos such as the Informe of the Seccion de credito 
publico and the List a de pensiones seem also at times to have been issued separately. 
presupuesto 

In accordance with the budget law, the budget containing the estimates of revenue 
as well as of expenses in detail for the various branches is printed regularly in a 
volume of small newspaper size, principally for distribution to members of Con- 
gress at the beginning of the ordinary sessions of Congress, under the title Proyecto 
de presupuesto de rentes y ley de apropriaciones para el periodo fiscal de 1° de 
enero a 31 de diciembre . . . Beginning with the volume for 1945 the budget has 
been prepared by the Departamento de presupuesto y contabilidad, which seems 
to have taken the place of the Seccion de presupuesto y contabilidad. For the 
years 1932 through 1940 there was the slightly different title Proyecto de ley de 
presupuestos nacionales de rent as y gastos para el periodo fiscal de 1° de enero 
a 31 diciembre . . . 

Upon enactment, the annual budget law is published in separate pamphlet form, 
the title beginning with the one for 1940 being Liquidacion del presupuesto nacional 
de rentos y ley de apropiaciones para el aho fiscal de 1° de enero a 31 de diciembre 
... In the 1920’s and 1930’s the budget law was published usually under the 
title Presupuesto nacional de rentas y ley de apropiaciones para el ano fiscal de 1° 
de enero a 31 de diciembre . . . Decree no. 2334 of 1938 (Dec. 23) was styled 
“sobre liquidacion del presupuesto nacional de rentas y ley de apropiaciones para 
el periodo fiscal de 1° de enero a 31 de diciembre de 1939,” and on account of this 
change in phraseology, the title was changed beginning with 1940. The printing 
in separate form of the budget law (usually annual) seems to have been customary 
as far back at least as the 1850’s, sometimes under the title Presupuesto nacional 
para el servicio del aha economico , again under the title Presupuesto de rentas i 
gastos, still further under the title Liquidacion general de los presupuestos nacio- 
nales de rentas y gastos para el ano economico } etc., etc. 

An annual list of pensions and subsidies chargeable against the national treasury 
as of June 30 each year has been published in separate form under the title Lista 
general de pensiones y auxilios a cargo del Tesoro nacional en 30 de junio (pre- 
vious to 1938: Lista general de pensionados . . .), apparently since the consolidation 
of Tesoro with Hacienda in 1924. Previous annual lists of pensioners are included 
in the Memoria of the Ministerio del tesoro presented in the years 1911 to 1923, 
and apparently have also been issued in separate form at least for some years. 

The ministry seems not normally to have had a more frequently issued medium 
for publication than the Memoria de hacienda except as follows: A BoleUn de 
hacienda devoted mostly to laws and regulations was published from numbers 1-3, 
Jan.-Mar. 1926, to no. 46, Aug. 1937. The first twenty numbers had been issued 
under the title Boletin de rentas nacionales , organo de la Superintendence general 
de rentas. By decree 167 of 1925 (Jan. 31), the second section of the ministry had 
been designated as the Superintendencia de rentas nacionales, and this in turn gave 
way in 1931 to the Direccion general de rentas, and this in turn was replaced by 
the Jefatura de rentas e impuestos nacionales by decree 1135 of 1936 (May ^19). 
The Boletin de hacienda was replaced from Apr. 1939 through Dec. 1941 (ano^ 1, 
num 1 j ano 3, num 7) by review under the title Revista de hacienda, stressing 
very largely fiscal legislation and regulation and including materials on the cata- 
stral survey as well as specimen sheet map with No. 1. A new review for the cur- 
rent publication of fiscal laws, decrees, and regulations, probably to be issued quar- 
terly, appeared under the title Regimen fiscal nacional, publicacion dirigida por 
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fa Jefatum de rentas e impuestos nacionales with no. 1, dated July 1946, which 
contains compilation of legislation in force for direct and indirect taxation with 
1946 regulations. 

SUPERINTENDENCIA BANCARIA 

The Superintendencia bancaria was established under authority of law 45 of 
192o on banking establishments, which had been enacted on the recommendation 
of the Kemmerer mission, and began to function on Mar. 15, 1924, having super- 
vision not only over banks, but over insurance companies, savings institutions, 
the Bolsa de Bogota, the Federacion nacional de cafeteros. Its principal and most 
important publication which includes not only statistical tables but opinions and 
decisions in banking matters is the annual Informe y datos estadisticos presentados 
por el superintendent e bancario al senor ministro de hacienda y credito publico, 
beginning with the one presented in 1924. The Informe presented in 1935 seems 
to have been printed only in abbreviated form as Boletin 6. From 1924 to 1927 the 
Informe was supplemented by an annual volume of tables in oblong folio form 
entitled Balances y consolidaciones bancarios. Beginning with no. 1 (Dec. 1934), 
the Boletin de la Superintendencia bancaria (monthly since Oct. 1940) has provided 
more prompt publication for current laws, decrees, regulations, tables, etc. A supple- 
ment to no. 72 (Mar. 1, 1944) marks the twentieth anniversary of Superinten- 
dencia. For the period 1938 to May 1942, the banking laws and decrees and the 
resoluciones and doctrinas of the Superintendencia have been printed as an appendix 
251 pp.) to the second revised edition (1942) of the Legislacion bancaria colombiana, 
edited by Carlos Julio Angel G. 

BANCO DE LA REPUBLICA 

The Banco de la republica was created as a central bank of issue by law 23 of 
1923 (July 11), enacting one of the recommendations of Kemmerer Mission. Law 
30 of 1922 (June 16) had provided for the establishment, but action was withheld 
pending the study by the Mission. Provision was made for original capital of 
10,000,000 gold pesos, half subscribed by the national government. Operations of 
the Bank began on July 23, 1923. Under law 82 of 1931, representation on the 
< ^ rec ^ a I s accorded to the national government, national member banks, 
foreign member banks, private shareholders, chambers of commerce and agricul- 
tural societies, and Federacion nacional de cafeteros. 

An annual report has been printed regularly under the title Informe anual pre- 
sented o por el gerente a la junta directive , , beginning with no. 1 for the year 
192o/24, and has also been issued in English under the title Annual report presented 
by the manager to the board of directors . Not only does the report include some 
reflection of the economic situation of the country, but it has gradually come to 
present a considerable number of statistical tables of banking transactions, money 
in circulation, national debt, stock exchange transactions, production, and export 
of gold, oil, coffee, the quotations of foreign currency, etc. The twentieth for 
1942/43 contains tables for the twenty year period 1923-43. 

Beginning with vol. 1, no. 1, Nov. 1927, the monthly Revista del Banco de la 
republica has been published regularly with annual indexes, each member usually 
including a few editorial notes as well as a substantial section of statistics and 
graphs of the Banco de la republica, of the commercial banks and credit institu- 
tions, of monetary and security transactions, prices and cost of living and various 
related topics. A few special supplements have been issued to various numbers 
as follows : 

187: Me didos fiscal es y economicas del gobierno, I. 

191 : Medidas fiscales y economicas del gobierno , IL 
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202: Triffin, Robert: La moneda y las institucion.es bancarias en Colombia. 

203: Abrisqueta, Francisco de: Contribucion al cdlculo de la capacidad adguisi - 
>a del peso colombiano. 

A monthly Statement of conditions in leaflet form is usually circulated with the 
? vista as well as given publicity in the Diario ofieial and various newspapers. 

monthly leaflet entitled Como cstdn los negocios? Estndio del comercio de 
lores que prrsenta a los hombres de negocios la Bolsa de Bogota is also circulated 
th the Revista, and further an irregular B olefin grdfico composed of a cartogram 
unfold to sheet size, prepared by the Seccion de investigaciones economicas, 
ginning with no. 1, dated Aug. 1945. In 1946 the Biblioteca del Banco de la 
spublica began to issue a separate Bole tin bibliogrdfico in place of the accessions 
t which had been published in the Revista since 1943. 

In recent years the Banco de la Republica has had its own printing office (Im- 
euta), and has printed not only its reports, the Revista , the reports of the 
iperintendencia bancaria, etc., but also the following separate works : 

In 1943 on Nov. 10, in celebration of the centenary of the birth of Miguel Antonio 
iro a volume (XII, 122 pp.) of his writings under the title Escritos sobre 
estiones econSmicos. 

In 1944 a volume of plates reproducing unusual specimens of ancient native art 
gold work from the collection of the bank under the title El Musco de oro } a 
neral catalog of the collection being announced as in preparation. 

In 1945, the Historia de a moneda en Colombia (465 pp.) by Guillermo Torres 
arcia. 

The Casa de moneda at Bogota, which was established as one of the colonial 
ints in South America, functions under the Banco de la republica (cf. contract 
27, July 22, 1942, relative to its functioning), having previous to 1923 been a 
pendency of the Junta de conversion, the Ministerio del tesoro 1 and of the 
inisterio de hacienda. A history of minting in Colombia (36 pp.) by Jose Manuel 
sstrepo was printed as an annex to the Memoria de hacienda presented in 1861, 
d also issued separately. A general history of the Casa de moneda at Bogota 
• Doctor Barriga, the present director, is in preparation. There is another Casa 
: moneda at Medellin, under the government of the Departamento of Antioqiiia. 
The Oficina de control de cambios, importaciones e exportaciones was created 
ider the bank by decree 2092 of Pee, 4931, and' apparently absorbed the emergency 
;cncy Super int endencia nacional de importaciones, established by decree 385 of 
42 (Feb. 13). A separately printed In forme has been issued corresponding to 

e years 1932/33, 1933/34, 1933/36, 1936/37, and 1937/38, that for 1935/36 being 

pamphlet anexq tr> cne Memoria de hacienda presented in 1936. Beginning with 

1 Jan a Boldin de informacion mensnal has been circulated, usually 

^r'Tlie Revista , including a monthly commentary on the control orders (resolu- 
mes) and statistical tables. 

In connection with the control of alien property, the bank has printed two parts 
a compilation of the regulatory materials under the title: Medidas sobre control 
administration de biencs de ex tranjeros, compilacion arreglada por el dr. Pedro 
Gome z Naranjo, asesor jundico del Fondo de establizacion, part 1 covering 
41/43, and part 2, 1943/44. 

The history of the national banking institutions previous to the Banco de la 
uiblica may be traced as follows. 

In Jan. 1881, a Banco nacional had been created by law 39 of 1880 (June 6) and 
ntinued operations until placed in liquidation by law 70 of 1894. The national 
tile was under the supervision of the Ministerio del tesoro, and the reports of the 
mager seem to have been printed in the ministerial report as well as issued 
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separately. Law 33 of 1903 (Oct. 26) dealing with the monetary system and tne 
authorization of paper money provided for a Junta de amortizacion, which seem 
to have issued only the following: Informe al Congreso y al Gobierno ejecutho, 
1904 (101 pp.) ; Documentos, 1904 (124 pp.) and Comunicacwn al ministro del 
tesoro, 1904 (15 pp.). At the instance of the government the Banco central was 
organized in 1905 as a stock company and continued to exist until it was absorbed 
by the Banco de Bogota in 1928, and seems to have printed annually an Informe 
y balance presentados a la assemblea de accionistas. Law 69 of 1909 relating to 
the stability of foreign exchange and currency redemption provided for a three 
member Junta de conversion composed of one senator and two representatives, 
which presented a printed Informe of its transactions to the legislative branch 
annually from 1910 through 1922. 

OTHER BANKING INSTITUTIONS 

To ameliorate conditions of agricultural credit, the Banco agricola hipotecario 
was set up by law 68 of 1924, law 110 of 1923 having never been put into effect. 
The agricultural mortgage bank was organized with government participation in 
the capital. Its annual reports have been published in separate form under the title 
Informe del gerente y balance. 

Closely related in activity has been the Caja de credito agrario, industrial y 
minero, which was created as the Caja de credito agrario by law 57 of 1931, 
attached to the Banco agricola hipotecario and by legislative decree 553 of 1932 
(Mar. 23) reorganized as an independent institution under the name Caja de credito 
agrario e industrial, half of the capital being in the name of the government. By 
decree 1480 of 1942 (June 22), it was designated as the Caja de credito agrario. 
industrial y minero. The Caja colombiano de ahorros is managed as a section, and 
decree 2969bis of 1944 (Dec. 26) authorizes steps to place the management of the 
Banco agricola hipotecario under its management. Details of the functioning of 
the Caja de credito agrario, industrial y minero are reported by the manager in a 
separately printed Informe amial (previously Informe semestral). An overall 
picture of the agricultural credit functioning was presented to the Camara de 
representantes in 1943 by the Revisoria fiscal de instituciones oficiales de credito 
under the title El credito agrario en Colombia (170 pp.) supplemented by El cre- 
dito agrario regional (199, 151 pp.) 

The Corporacion colombiana de^credito was established by executive decree 234 
of 1932 (Feb. 11) for a 10 year perToi±^ta~4!una_c^poraci6n de credito, cuyo fin 
principal sea el de negociar con bancos nacionales y extf aiiperos,- establecidos en el 
pais y que se hicieren accionistas de dicha entidad, aquello. parte de su cartera que 
a juicio de ellos, requiera para su liquidation facilidades, arregiu^ v transacciones 
de indole especial.” The corporation was required to present annually an 
to be printed in the Diario oficial , and seems to have been placed in liquidation 

about 1943. ^ 

To help solve problems of banking and private debts as well as to reestablish 
mortgage credits, the Banco central hipotecario was established in July 1932, by 
extraordinary decree 711 of 1932 (Apr. 22), with a capital subscribed by the Banco 
de la republica, the Banco de Bogota, Banco de Colombia, Banco comercial dc 
Barranquilla, and Banco hipotecario de Colombia, and has issued a semiannual 
Balance e informes of its transactions from July-Dee. 1932 to date. 

For the development of rural housing, the Institute de credito territorial was 
created by decree 200 of 1939 (Jan. 28). In 1940 a national league for rural housing: 
(Liga nacional por la vivienda rural) was created. By decree 1579 of 1942 (July 2) 
the functions were enlarged to include urban housing, the capital at the same 1 
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being increased. A series entitled Circular beginning with no. 1, July 18, 1940, con- 
tains the rules of the Instituto. 

OTHER FISCAL AGENCIES 

The Tesoreria general de la republica which prepares the daily statement “Movi- 
miento de fondos” printed in the Diario oficial seems to have published in separate 
form only a single report, that for the first half of 1925 under the title Informe 
del tesorero general de la republica , 1925. 

The Tribunal supremo de aduanas, authorized by article 309, law 79 of 1931, 
has issued a separate printed Informe presented in 1933, 1934, and 1935, the first 
presented in 1932, being in the Memoria de hacienda t 1932. Rulings of the customs 
court are issued fairly frequently in foolscap folio mimeographed sheets under the 
title Circular . . . por medio de la cual se dan a conocer las aclaracinoes hechas por 
el Tribunal. 

The Departamento nacional de provisiones, the general supply department for 
the government, was set up as an independent agency by law 109 of 1923 (Dec. 
12), was placed under the Ministerio de gobierno as the Seccion de provisiones 
del gobierno nacional by decree 518 bis of 1931 (Mar. 13), was transferred to the 
Ministerio de agricultura y comercio in 1934, and by decree 251 of 1937 (Jan. 31) 
attached to Hacienda. Data about materials and other supply matters have been 
printed in its Revista de provisiones (originally Revisia del Departamento de pro- 
visiones) from ano 1, no 1, Aug. 1924 to ano 6, no. 50, Feb.-Mar., 1931, and in 
its Revista de provisiones del gobierno nacional from ano 1, no. 1, Mar.-Apr. 
1931, to ano. 13, no. 149-150, July-Aug., 1943. An Informe in separate pamphlet 
form has been printed at least as presented 1929, 1935, 1937, and 1939. 

INSTITUTO GEOGRAFICO MILITAR Y CAT ASTRAL 

Law 65 of 1939 (Dec. 20) provided for the unification and preparation of the 
organization of the “catastro nacional” through a Seccion nacional de catastro in 
Hacienda. 

By decree 153 of 1940 (Jan. 31) the Instituto geografico militar, established under 
the Ministerio de guerra by decree 1440 of 1935 (Aug. 13) as the principal mapping 
agency of the government in place of the Departamento de levantamiento* absorbed 
the Seccion de catastro and was placed under the Ministerio de hacienda y credito 
publico as the Instituto geografico militar y catastral. A program of mapping is 
envisioned, not only topographic maps, but catastral maps, and soil survey maps. 
During 1942-43 some 16 preliminary sheets for various municipalities in the 
Department of Cundinamarca were printed. At least twenty sheets of a preliminary 
map on a scale of 1 :25,000 have been printed. 

From Nov. 1936 to Nov. 1939, nos. 1-9 and an extra number for “Navidad 1938” 
of the Revista geogrdfica de Colombia were published including maps and plates. 
In 1941-42, the two volume work El catastro nacional by Hernando Posado Cuellar 
A series entitled Publicacion especial is being issued, probably for the use of the 
staff in the main, no. 2 (1943) being entitled Sistema de proyession para la carta 
geogrdfica de Colombia t and no. 6 (1944) Tobias y formulas para el uso del hipso- 
metro y para la refraccion astronomica. Other cartographic works have also been 
carried out by the Oficina de longitudes y fronteras in the Ministerio de relaciones 
exteriores. 


* About 1920 eight sheets of a Carta militar de Colombia on a scale of 1:25,000, relating 
to Bogota and vicinity were printed. 
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COMISI6N COROGRAFICA 

At this point mention may be made of the early survey, the Coniision corografica 
organized in 1849 under an enactment of 1839. Col. Agustm Codazzi, the head of 
the survey died in 1859. In 1856, a Jcografia fisica y politico, de las provincial de 
la Nuevo, Granada covering only the provinces of Socorro, Velez, Tunja and 
Tundama (3 63 pp.) was printed for the survey. With the data assembled under 
Codazzi in 1862-63 a two volume Jcografia fisica i politico dc a los Estados unidos 
de Colombia prepared by Felipe Perez was published by the government of Colom- 
bia, in 1864 a Carta geogrdfica de los Estados unidos de Colombia , scale 1 :350,000 
prepared by Manuel Ponce de Leon published at Bogota (printed in Paris, Prance)* 
in 1865 a Jcografia general de los Estados unidos de Colombia (376 pp.) prepared 
by Felipe Perez was printed in Paris; and in 1889 [i. e. 1890], the Atlas gcografico 
e historico de la republiea de Colombia ( antigua Nueva Granada ) el dial com pr end e 
las repnblicas de Venezuela y Ecuador , prepared by Manuel M. Paz and Felipe 
Perez, was published at Paris. Results of the botanical section of the Coniision 
corografica by Jose Triana and J. E. Planchon were published at Paris in two 
volumes, 1862-67 under the title Prodomus florae novogranatensis . 

A series of unpublished documents of the Comision corografica was printed in vols. 
16-17 of the Anales de ingenicria. 

*A separate Carta corogrdfica for each state of Colombia on a scale of 1:810,000 was also 
issued in the same year. 



COLOMBIA 


59 


Ministerio de Higiene 

Public health functions were first given ministerial status as a part of the 
Ministerio de trabajo, higiene y prevision social, created by law 96 of 1938 (Aug. 
6), and were by law 27 of 1946 (Dec. 2) segregated to form the Ministerio de 
higiene, a minister being appointed as of Dec. 11. 

The functions forming the present ministry had their origins in the Junta central 
de higiene, established under the Ministerio de fomento by law 30 of 1887 (Oct. 
20). By law 33 of 1913 (Oct. 18) the Junta was for a short time replaced by a 
Consejo superior de sanidad, attached to the Ministerio de gobierno, but was re- 
established by law 84 of 1914. By law 32 of 1918 (Oct. 29), the Junta was replaced 
by the Direction national de higiene (Ministerio de instruccion publica), transferred 
by decree 266 of 1920 (Feb. 6) to the Ministerio de agricultura y comercio, and 
then to the Ministerio de instruccion publica on Jan. 1, 1924. An independent 
Departamento nacional de higiene was established by law 1 of 1931 (Jan 5), but 
was attached to the Ministerio de gobierno by decree 1909 of 1933 (Nov. 20), 
then transferred to the Ministerio de agricultura y comercio by decree 110 of 1935 
(Jan. 23), then to the Ministerio de educacion nacional by decree 829 of 1936 (Apr. 
17), and was finally absorbed in the Ministerio de trabajo, higiene y prevision 
social upon its creation by law 96 of 1938 (Aug. 6). By decree 1375 of 1945 and 
decree 970 of 1946 (Mar. 6), the public health services had been regrouped as the 
Direccion nacional de salubridad. 

The principal publication of the public health services has been the monthly 
Revista de higiene , which began with 1888 and continued to 1941, printing reports 
on public health activities as well as laws and regulations. From Mar. 1932 to 
Mar.-Apr. 1942, a popular public health circular for free distribution was published 
under the title Salud y sanidad. With Dec. 1946, at the time of the establishment of 
the Ministerio de higiene, a monthly publication for the dissemination of public health 
information was begun under the title Salud by the Servicio cooperativo interamer- 
ieano de salud publica (SCISP), which had been established by decree 41 of 
1943 (Jan. 13) carrying out an agreement between the ministry and the Coordinator 
of Interamerican affairs of the United States. 

For the Direccion nacional de higiene, an Informe anual was issued in separate 
form for the years 1918/19 to 1922/23 as well as included in the ministerial 
Memories. For the Departamento nacional de higiene, an extensive Informe del 
director was presented in 1932, 1937 and 1938. From 1939 to 1946, reports on the 
public health agencies are contained in the annual Memoria del ministro de trabajo , 
higiene y previsidn social al Congreso. 

To deal with the problems of leprosy, a Direccion general de lazaretos was 
established under the Ministerio de instruccion publica by law 32 of 1918 (Oct. 
29), then transferred to the Ministerio de agricultura y comercio by decree 266 
of 1920 (Feb. 6), and then returned to the Ministerio de instruccion publica on 
Jan. 1, 1924. By law 98 of 1931, the Direccion general was absorbed by the De- 
partamento nacional de higiene. Reports of the Direccion general de lazaretos 
were issued in separate form corresponding to the years 1927 through 1930. 

By resolucion 131 of 1934 (Aug. 16) of the Departamento nacional de higiene, 
a Laboratorio central de investigation de lepra was set up, and subsequently named 
Institute) Federico Lleras Acosta de investigacion medica in honor of the first 
director. Apparently publications of the staff have been made in various medical 
journals. 

The Institute nacional de higiene “Samper y Martinez” established in 1916 
through private initiative was placed under the Departamento nacional de higiene 
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by law 100 of 1928. Of the Boletin of the Institute, no. 1 is dated Oct. 1927 ; no. 
2, Aug. 1941. 

A Comision de especialidades farmaceuticas, established by law 11 of 1920 (Sept. 
15) to regulate the preparation, importation and sale of pharmaceutical products, 
functions under the chairmanship of the dean of the Facultad de farmacia. On 
pp. 130-230 of Legislation farmaceutica colombiana (Bogota, 1940) by Jorge 
Emilio Orozco R. is a compilation of the orders (resoluciones) and a list of the 
products licensed. 

Examination and registration of physicians is under the Junta central de titulos 
medicos, which was authorized under the Ministerio de educacion nacional by 
article 7 of law 67 of 1935 (Dec. 4) and transferred to the Ministerio de trabajo, 
higiene y prevision social by decree 2051 of 1941 (Nov. 28). Examination and 
registration of dentists is under the Junta central de titulos odontologicos, which 
was established under the Ministerio de educacion nacional by article 5 of decree 
361 of 1931, and transfered to the Ministerio de trabajo, higiene y prevision social 
by decree 2261 of 1941 (Dec. 30), Examination and registration of pharmacists 
is under the Junta central de titulos farmaceuticos, which was set up by article 14 
of resolution 202 of 1936 (Nov. 12). The following work containing laws, decrees, 
orders and treaties relating to the practice of the professions as well as those 
registered by the Ministerio de educacion nacional in 1937 : Guta del profesional 
colombiano, dirigida y anotada por Luis Eduardo Mendez Q. Primer a edition , 
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Minister!© de Justicia 

Law 68 of 1945 (Dec. 21) provided for the creation of the Ministerio de justicia, 
principally through the segregation of functions from the Ministerio de gobierno, 
but the formal organization was only provided for as of Jan. 16, 1947, by decree 
0105 of 1947 (Jan. 17), the following being the bureaus: 

Depart amcnto de vigilancia de la rama jurisdiccional y del Ministerio publico 

Departamento juridico taking over the Direccion de justicia. 

Departamento general de establecimientos de detencion, pena y medidas de 
seguridad, taking over the Direccion general de prisiones and the management of 
national penitentiaries, prisons, penal colonies, and reformatories 

Instituto central de medicina legal* 

Departamento de presupuesto, contabilidad, control y pagaduria. The minister 
of justice had been appointed as of Dec. 11, 1946. 

Earlier, by law 13 of 1890 (Oct 13), a Ministerio de justicia had been established 
by detaching certain services from the Ministerio de gobierno. A biennial Informe 
del minis tro de justicia was presented to Congress in 1892 and 1894, Law 11 of 
1894 (Sept. 25) provided that the Ministerio de justicia be abolished as of Jan. 1, 
1895, the services then being reabsorbed by the Ministerio de gobierno. 

* The Instituto central de medicina legal was created under the Ministerio de gobierno by 
law S3 of 1914 (Oct. 29), and in more recent years has published its studies and investigations 
in an irregularly issued review Rcvista de medicina legal de Colombia, the first number being 
for Aug, 1935. 
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121/144—: Bole tin de minas y petroleos (Ministerio de minas y petroleos). 

There have been many consolidated numbers especially the following: 1931: 25- 
27 > 2 8-30, 31-33, 34—36 ; 1932 : 37-42, 43-48; 1933 : 49-54, 55-60; 1934: 61-62, 
63-65, 66, 67-72; 1935: 73-78, 79-84; 1936: 85-90, 91-96; 1937: 97-102 103-108; 
1938: 109-120; 1939-40: 121-144. 

No. 43-48 (July-Dee. 1932) contains a compilation of mining legislation in 
Colombia to and including law 38 of 1887. No. 121—144 (1939-40) is devoted to 
technical papers from the Servicio geologico nacional, forming really a supplement- 
ary volume to the Compilacion de estudios geologicos. No. 148 (1943) is devoted 
to the Proyecto de la ley sobre Codigo de minas. 

^ ith the series title Biblioteca del “ B oletin de minas y petroleo” vols. 1—6 were 
published 1929—32 under the title Documentos referentes al proyecto de ley del 
petroleo presentado por el gobierno al Congreso nacional en las sesiones de 1929 
(vol. 5-6: Documentos referentes a la Ley del petroleo , Ley 37 de 1931), con- 
taining not only the full reports of Congressional committees, the debates in both 
chambers of congress, the law and the regulatory decree, but the inquiry in national 
petroleum legislation, the reports of the foreign experts H. Foster Bain and Sir 
Thomas H. Holland, the study by the Interventor de petroleos, and the proceedings 
of the meetings preparing the proposed legislation. 

The detailed annual report of the Ministerio de minas y petroleos has been 
presented to Congress each year beginning with 1940. For 1940', 1941, and 1942, 
it has the title Informe del ministro de minas y petroleos al Congreso nacional. 
For 1942 the main volume is accompanied by another styled “anexo al tomo 1.” 
For 1943, 1945 and 1946, the annual report has the title Memojna del ministro de 
minas y petroleos .... For 1944, the title was more briefly Memoria de minas 
y petroleos, the volume being accompanied by two separate anexos : Proyecto de 
ley sobre petroleos ’ (194 pp.) and Proyecto de ley sobre petroleos aprobado por la 
honorable Camara de representantes , Diciembre de 1944 (56 pp.). For 1945, there 
are two volumes, the first being called “tomo 1 (anexo)” and the second “tomo II 
anexo),” the first 78 pages of vol. 1 containing the “exposicion” having been 
earlier issued separately with title Memoria del ministro de minas y petroleos al 
honorable Congreso de 1945. For 1946 the single volume contains the “exposicion” 
and “Anexos I : Ultimas disposiciones sobre minas y petroleos, 1945-1946.” 

> The Servicio geologico nacional had its origin in Apr. 1917 as the Comision 
cientifica nacional under the authority of law 83 of 1916 for geological study. 
Owing to the economic situation between 1933 and 1938, there was little activity, 
but in 1938 it was reestablished under the Departamento de petroleos, as the 
Servicio geologico nacional. In the period 1933-38, four volumes of results were 
published under the title Compilacion de estudios geologicos oficiales en Colombia — 

1917 a 1933 (vol. 1-3 by the Departamento de minas y petroleos, having the series 
title Biblioteca del Departamento de minas y petroleos , and vol. 4 was published 
by the Departamento de petroleos). Vol. 1 prepared by Robert Scheibe contained 
nine detailed geologic maps: vol. 2 was prepared by Otto Stutzer and Ernst A. 
Schiebe; vol. 3 prepared by Emil Grosse included a catalog of the Museo petro- 
grafico and seven sheet maps; vol. 4 (pt. 1 text, pt, 2 atlas of 11 maps) deals 
with the Rio Magdalena and contains studies by Emil Grosse, F. Weiske and 
Hans Stille. Earlier there had been four numbers prepared by R. Schiebe from 

1918 to 1928 under the Ministerio de obras publicas and the Ministerio de industrias 
of the series Documentos de la Comision cientifica nacional, no. 2 being the general 
report presented in 1922. and no. 3 “Croquis geologico del sur de Antioquia”, 1 
sheet printed at Berlin, Germany, 1921). 

In 1937-38, the Departamento de minas y petroleos issued in three parts the 
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Estudios geologicos y paleontologicos sobre la cordillera oriental de Colombia 
(printed at Berlin, Germany) based on the investigation and materials of the Comision 
cientifica nacional. The first part is the geological study by E. A. Schiebe and is 
accompanied by a general geological map of the region (1932) on a scale of 
1:1,000,000. Parts two and three containing the paleontological studies are paged 
continuously (pp. 1-147) and are both accompanied by a separate “folleto de 
laminas,” also numbered continuously (1-27). 

Beginning with vol. 5 (1942), the studies under the Servicio geologico nacional 
are published under the title Compilacion de los estudios geologicos oficiales en 
Colombia . Vol. 5, with studies by Jose Royo y Gomez, Roberto Sarmiento Soto, 
Edouard Reymond, Victor Oppenheim, and Wallace Fetzer, contains a number of 
maps and charts. Vol. 6 (1945) is accompanied by two separate anexos: 1. “Mapa 
geologico general de la republica de Colombia” on a scale of 1 :2, 000,000, and 2. 
“Kibliografia geologico geografica y minera de Colombia” by Jose Royo y Gomez. 

An Interventoria nacional de petroleos was established by law 13 of 1922 (Apr. 
10) “sobre inspection, vigilancia y fiscalizacion de las explotaciones de hidrocar- 
buros,” and the Interventor was designated from 1923 to 1927 as Interventor 
visitador de explotaciones petrolxferas. Law 85 of 1928 provided for election of 
the Interventor by Congress for two year terms. The interventor’s annual report 
on the activities of the oil industry has been printed annually under the title Informe 
.. . al Congreso nacional beginning with 1923. 
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Ministerio de Obras Publicas 

The origin of the ministry may be traced to the branch Fomento in the Secre- 
taria de hacienda y fomento organized under law of May 11, 1863. A separate 
Secretarial de fomento was organized under law 10 of 1880 (Mar. 25), and became 
the Ministerio de fomento in Aug. 1886. In 1894, law 11 (Sept. 25) abolished the 
Ministerio de fomento, and merged its functions in the Ministerio de hacienda.* 

In 1905, the Ministerio de obras publicas was established by legislative decree 7 
of 1905 (Jan. 17) detaching from the Ministerio de hacienda certain functions that 
had constituted the earlier Ministerio de fomento. In fact for several years the 
name Ministerio de obras publicas y fomento was often used. Decree 1038 of 
1908 (Sept. 21) definitely organized the ministry which then included Bienes na- 
cionales, Minas, Patentes de invencion, Registro de marcas de fabrica y comercio, 
Fomento, Ferrocarriles, Caminos, Puentes, Edificios nacionales, and Tierras 
baldias. Several of the sections including Navegacion fluvial were segregated by 
authority of law 25 of 1913 (Oct. 8) to form the Ministerio de agricultura y co- 
mercio as of Aug. 7, 1914. The section Navegacion fluvial was returned to Obras 
publicas Amg. 1, 1916. 

The principal publication of the ministry is the Memoria de obras publicas , the 
report of the ministry, its bureaus and other agencies, presented to Congress 
regularly each year beginning with 1909. Normally the Memoria is composed of 
the expository statement (Exposition) of the minister and of the anexos or docu- 
mentos including laws, decrees, contracts, bureau reports,* statistics, etc., relating 
to highways, construction and maintenance, rivers, river works and navigation, and 
the erection of public buildings. In some earlier years the anexos or documentos 
have been printed in a volume separate from the exposicion, not always with a 
clear indication of there being two parts. The anexo (371 pp.) to the one presented 
in 1930 is entitled Caminos y carreteras nacionales , informe del ingeniero Enrique 
Uribe Ramirez, director general del rarno and is a comprehensive report on the 
state of highways and highway constru tion . While usually the Memoria covers 
the twelve months since the presentation of the previous one, that presented in 1909 
covers the period from 1905 to 1909. Those presented in 1909, 1910, and 1911 are 
entitled Informc, likewise the documentos volume presented in 1919. That presented 
in 1912 has the title Memoria al Congreso, and those presented in the years 1913 
through 1935 and 1943, Memoria del ministro de obras publicas al Congreso de . . . 

Folded sheet maps of Colombia showing highways, railways, and navigable 
waters, with the state of works or proposed works constitute a special feature of 
the Memoria dc obras publicas likely to escape notice. Probably most of these 
were also issued separately in sheet form, at least for administrative use, without 
indication as having been bound as a part of the Memoria . The principal maps are 
listed as follows in the order of the year of presentation of Memorias : 

1929: Plan de carreteras nacionales para 1929. Scale; 1:2,000,000 M apa 

que muestra el eslado de los ferrocarriles colombianos en abril de 1929. Scale 
1 : 3,500,000. 


# Systematic reporting on the portfolio Fomento, 1863-1904 is to be found as follows: 
Secretaria de hacienda y fomento: Informc presented annually from 1864 to 1870. 
Seeretaria de fomento: Memoria presented annually from 1881 to 1885. 

Ministerio de fomento: Informe presented biennially in 1888, 1890, 1892, and 1894. 
Ministerio de hacienda: Informe presented 1896, 1898, 1904. 

* Seldom if ever printed separately 

748587— 48— 5 
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1930: (anexo vol.) : Esquema de la red de carreteras, ferrocarriles, cables 
aereos y de las sonas en que se ha dividido el territorio de la republica para la 
admimstracion de las carreteras. 

1934: Esquema general de vias del pais, aho de 1934. 

1936: Red nacional de carreteras en diciembre de 1935. Scale, 1:2,000,000. 

1937: Vtas nave gables. 

1938: Red nacional de carreteras en agosto de 1938. Scale 1:2,000,000. Red 
de carreteras nacionales de mayor urgencia. VII (July) 1938. 

1939: Nomenclature de las carreteras nacionales. Scale 1:1,500,000. Mapa de 
vias de comunicacion en 1939. Scale, 1 : 1,500,000. 

1940: Red de carreteras nacionales en abril de 1940. Scale, 1:2,000,000. 

1941 : Red de carreteras nacionales en mayo de 1941. Scale, 1 :2, 000, 000. 

1942: Mapa vial (highways and railways). 4 sheets. Scale 1:1,000,000. 

1943 : Red de carreteras nacionales en julio de 1943. Scale, 1 :2, 000,000'. 

1945: Mapa vial de Colombia. Scale, 1,1,000,000 — Croquis de las vias del sur. 
1:500,000. 

During the period 1906-14 the ministry provided for more prompt publication 
of laws, decrees, orders, etc., agricultural and meteorological information, patent 
and trade mark notices as well as some articles and notes, principally agricultural, 
in the monthly Revista del Ministerio de obras piiblicas ( Seccion de agricultura, 
colonisacion e inmigracion) aho 1, no. 1, — aho 8, no. 12, Mar. 1906-Dec. 1914. 
Through July 1908 it had the title Revista del Ministerio de obras publicas y 
foment o. In 1915 it was continued under the new Ministerio de agricultura y co- 
mercio as the Revista agricola. 

Then again in 1924 and 1925 an irregular Revista del Ministerio de obras publicas , 
tomo 1, no. 1/2-tomo 2, no. 17/24, Jan. /Feb. 1924-May/Dec. 1925 provided more 
prompt and extensive publication of laws, decrees, and reports relating to railways, 
highways, port and river works, and public buildings, than was furnished by the 
annual Memoria. No. 17/24 was devoted to the separate Memoria detallada de los 
estudios del rio Magdalena, obras proyectadas para su arreglo y resumen del presu- 
puesto. 

At times the ministry has published, or sponsored the publication, of various 
works within the fields of its interest such as the volume of the proceedings and 
papers of the Primer Congreso de mejoras nacionales, held at Bogota, Oct. 12-20, 
1917. 

The railway and highway functions of the ministry are grouped together as the 
Direccion general de ferrocarriles y carreteras, formed in the early 1930’s by the 
merging of the Direcdon general de ferrocarriles* and the Direccion general de 
carreteras y caminos.** Various railway and highway maps of Colombia as itemized 
under the Memoria seem to be only publications of this buerau. 

To control funds appropriated for public construction, particularly railroads 
where construction had been suspended, an Administracion general de bienes was 
created by decrees 46 and 343 of 1932, was reorganized by law 142 of 1937 as the 
Direccion de bienes y comercio, and was designated in 1941 as Direccion general. 
By decree 490 of 1944 (Mar. 2) became Seccion de comercio y almacenes. 

Administration on a commercial basis of the various railways owned by the 
national government was by law 29 of 1931 (Feb. 18) vested in a Consejo admi- 

* A reorganization on Jan. 1, 1924, by decree 1708, Dec. 17, 1923 of the earlier Oficina 
de ferrocarriles. 

**Created by law 70 of 1916 as the Direccion general de caminos nacionales. A compre- 
hensive report from the Direccion general de caminos y carreteras was printed as an anexo 
volume for the Memoria presented in 1930. 
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nistrativo de los ferrocarriles nacionales, which with the rights and privileges of 
a “persona juridica autonoma” began to function on Oct. 26, 1931, and to take over 
the railways on Jan. 1, 1932. Detailed statistics of financial and technical operations, 
monthly, semiannual and annual reports, orders, regulations and occasional articles 
have been published also from the beginning of the work of the Consejo in the 
Revista del Consejo administrative de los ft. cc. nacionales (no. 1, Feb. 1932) which 
began publication as a monthly taking the place of reviews issued by the various 
railroads. Although issued originally monthly the Revista has become more or less 
irregular, nos. 69, 70 and 71 being combined numbers for the years 1942, 1943, and 
1944. Some folded maps have been published with various numbers of the 
Revista, among them being the following : 

No.23 (Dec. 1933) : Plano de Bogota , 1934. Scale, 1 :20, 000- 

No. 36-37 (Feb.-Mar. 1935) : Mapa ferroviario de la republka de Colombia, 
1935. Scale, 1:3,250,00. 

No. 42-43 (July-Aug. 1935) : Ferrocarriles nacionales y sus conexiones, agosio 
de 1935 . Scale, 1 :4, 400, 000. 

No. 63 (Sept-Dec. 1939) : Esquema de las obras que han de construirse con 
el prodneto del bono jerroviario para completar la red jerroviaria del pais , dici- 
embre de 1939. 

No. 66 (Feb. 1941) : Mapa de los ferrocarriles y carreteras adminstrados o en 
conexion con el Consejo . . . diciembre de 1936. Scale 1 :2, 000,000'. 

For the IV Congreso suramericano de ferrocarriles (Bogota, Feb. 1941) there 
was a special number (no. 66) on the railways of Colombia. The proceedings and 
papers of the Congress itself were issued at the Imprenta nacional in 3 volumes, 
1941-43. 

An annual In forme . . . al ministro de obras corresponding to the years 1942, 
1943, and 1944 has been issued in separate form. 

Development of railways in Colombia previous to 1931 when the Consejo was 
established is treated in detail in the volumes by Alfredo Ortega entitled Ferro- 
carriles de Colombia in the series “Biblioteca de historia nacional,” vol. 26 (1920- 
23) and 47 (1932). Ortega had been chief of the Seccion de ferrocarriles of the 
ministry 1905-14 and 1919-20. 

River navigation as well as river and port works are under the supervision of 
the Direccion general de navegacion y puertos, established by decree 1155 of 1928 
(June 22). Relatively few separate publications seem to have been issued aside 
from the following: Codigo de comercio mantimo y fluvial , by Alfredo Currea 
L., 1930; Deere to mimero 1661 de 1933 par cl cual se dictan disposiciones sobre 
navegacion fluvial, 1933; El rio Magdalena: publicacion informative, trabajos y 
estadistica, 1933; Aviso a los navegantes , no. 1 (Feb. 1932), 2 (Oct. 1933), and 
3 (July 1937) ; Republica de Colombia : Vtas navegables, map, 1937, which had also 
been included in the Memoria de obras publicas presented in 1937. 

Commercial navigation services on the rivers of the South operating under the 
Ministerio de guerra were transferred to Obras publicas by decree 1760 of 1938 
(Sept. 29) and organized as a business enterprise under the name Empresa nacional 
de navegacion del sur with headquarters at Florencia. Under law 20 of 1944, a 
Compania nacional de navegacion was organized at Bogota on Feb. 26, 1945, 
taking over the Empresa. 

To supervise motor transport facilities and tariffs a Direccion nacional de 
transposes y tarifas was set up by decree 400 of 1942 (Feb. 14). Also in 1942, 
the regulatory agency for public utilities which had been established under the 
name Departamento de empresa de servicio publico in the Ministerio de la economia 
748587 — 48—6 
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nacional by decree 354 of 1939 (Feb. 15) as required by law 126 of 1938 (Oct 26) 
was transferred to Obras publicas. 

An advisory body to the ministry under the name of Consejo nacional de vias 
de comunicacion was established by law 89 of 1928, its duties being redefined by 
decree 989 of 1944 (Apr. 25). Aside from the two volume collection (printed 
1932-34) under the title Compilation de estudios , conceptos e informes elaboradas 
por el Consejo de vias de comunicacion y la Comisidn de tarifas ferroznarios y 
fluvial es , cuerpos consultivos del gobierno, information about the work of the 
Consejo is usually to be found only briefly in the Memorta of the ministry. The 
Comision de tarifas ferroviarios y fluviales was created by law 98 of 1927. 

The construction of public buildings is conducted by the Departamento de edi- 
ficios, organized as a Direccion about 1928, as a Direccion general in 1934, and a 
Departamento by decree 0672 of 1947 (Feb. 24). 

Under article 11, law 55 of 1927 (Nov. 10) there was provision for the election 
by the legislative body of three “interventores fiscales.” Reports of the Inter- 
ventoria fiscal de obras publicas presented in 1928, 1929, and 1930, were printed in 
the legislative Andies and also issued in separate form. 

Practice of the profession of engineer in Colombia is regulated by the Consejo 
profesional nacional de ingenieria organized in Nov. 1938 under law 94 of 1937. 
Its brochure I ns true clones sobre matricnla de ingenieros y maestros de obra, 1939, 
seems to be the only separate publication of the Consejo. 

A retirement fund covering the engineers serving in the Ministry was organized 
as the Caja de sueldos de retiro de ingenieros by decree 1910 of 1942 (Aug. 5) 
under the authorization of law 94, article 12, of 1937. 

An equivalent for engineering matters of the academies treated under the Minis- 
terio de educacion nacional is the sociedab colombiana de ingenieros which was 
founded May 29, 1887. By decree 336 of 1893, the society was recognized as a 
“cuerpo oficial consultivo,” and by law 46 of 1904 (Nov. 19) as a ”centro oficial 
consultivo.” Its monthly publication the Anales.de ingemerta, organo de la Sociedad 
colombiana de ingenieros t beginning with vol. 1, no. 1, Aug. 1887, contains not only 
scientific papers of members but much data relative to the activities of the ministry. 
The Ancles de ingenieria has ten year indexes. As a part of the celebration of its 
fiftieth anniversary, the society organized late in 1937 the Primer Congreso boli- 
variana de ingenieria, and published the two volumes of proceedings and papers in 
1938. 
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Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 

The Ministry of foreign relations was established by the Constitution of 1821 
as the Secretaria de relaciones esteriores. By decree of Aug. 12, 1831, it was 
attached to the Interior department as the Secretaria del interior i de relaciones 
esteriores. By law of May 11, 1843, it again became an independent department as 
the Secretaria de relaciones esteriores, in the years 1846-48 being designated as 
the Secretaria de relaciones esteriores y mejoras internas. By a decree of Nov. 23, 
1861, it was designated as the Secretaria de lo estado i relaciones esteriores. By 
law of Feb. 9, 1863, it reverted to the original name. The law of May 11, 1863, 
once more attached it to the Interior department as the Secretaria de lo interior 
i de relaciones esteriores. Law 10 of 1880 (Mar. 25) again elevated it to the 

status of an independent department (Secretaria de relaciones esteriores). In law 

7 of 1886 (Aug. 25), it was given the designation of Ministerio de relaciones 
esteriores. 

The principal publication of the ministry is the report on foreign relations pre- 
sented regularly to the ordinary sessions of Congress. This was first presented in 
1823 under the title Memoria de la Secretaria de estado y relaciones esteriores de 
la republica de Colombia . , leida at primer Congreso constitutional el dia 21 de abril 
de 1823 — 13 (Posada 631). The second (8 pp.) presented in 1826 is entitled A los 
honorables el Senado y Camara de representantes de la republica reunidos en Congreso 
(Posada 924). The third presented in 1827 is entitled Esposicion que el secr-etario 
de estado en el despacho de relaciones esteriores de la republica de Colombia hace 
al Congreso de 1827 sobre los negocios de su departamento (Posada 965). The 
fourth is entitled Esposicion que, el ministro secretario de estado en el despacho de 
relaciones esteriores del gobierno de la republica presenta a la Convention grana - 

dina de 1831 sobre los negocios de su departamento (Posada 1180). From 1833 

to 1843, it was presented annually as a part of the Esposicion ( Memoria in 1843) 
of the Secretaria del interior i relaciones esteriores. From 1844 to 1855, it was 
presented annually as the Informe del secretaria de relaciones esteriores (slight 
variations) ; in 1856, 1857, and 1858 as Esposicion; in 1860 and 1861 as Memoria. 
The volume of 1860 includes correspondence with France relative to the claims 
of Jacquet, Boudreau and Caillaud on pp. i-cxvi. From 1865 to 1880, it was pre- 
sented annually as a part of the Esposicion (later Memoria) del secretaria de lo 
interior i relaciones esteriores (slight variations). From 1881 to 1885, it was 
presented annually as the Memoria del secretario de relaciones exteriores. None 
were presented in 1886 and 1887. From 1888 to 1898, it was presented biennially 
under the title Informe ... . In 1904, 1910, and 1911, the report was likewise 
entitled Informe, there having been none between 1898 and 1904 and between 1904 
and 1910. In 1912, 1913, and 1914, it was presented as the Memoria del ministro 
de relaciones exteriores al Congreso, that of 1913 having a volume of “documentos” 
as well as an anexo entitled Tratados piiblicos de Colombia . . . 1906-12, and that 
of 1914, two anexos, the first being Tratado entre la republica de Colombia y los 
Estados unidos de America, and the second Tratados, convenciones y acuerdos 
por el Congreso national de 1913. From 1915 through 1934, it was presented an- 
nually as the Informe del ministro de relaciones exteriores al Congreso. From 1935 
through 1938, the title is Memoria del ministro de relaciones exteriores al Con- 
greso; from 1939 through 1941, Memoria presentada al Congreso, the cover-title 
being Memoria de relaciones exteriores presentada al Congreso; and from 1942 
to date, Memoria de relaciones exteriores presentada al Congreso. The report on 
foreign relations usually includes treaties and treaty matters, lists of diplomatic 
and consular officials, naturalizations, extraditions, etc. Those for the period 1823- 
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1915 have been reprinted in vols. 3—5 of the Anales diplomdticos y consulates de 
Colombia . 

Diplomatic documents in separate form, usually to be regarded as supplementary 
to the Memorias , have occasionally been issued as follows : 

1896 : Limites de Colombia con Costa Rica, memoria . . . por F. de P. Borda. 

1903: Canal de Panama: documentos relativos a las negocia clones para la aper- 
ture esta via inter ocednica. 

1904: Libro acid. Documentos diplomaticos sobre el canal y la rebelion del 
istmo de Panama. 

1906 : La honra nacional y el ex-ministro Mendosa Peres. 

1908: Tratado sobre llmites y libre navegacion y convenio sobre modus vivendi 
en el rio Putomayo entre las republicas de Colombia y Brasil {Documentos) . 

1934: El conflicto de Leticia. (2d ed., 1934-35.) 

1935: Proiocolo de Rio de Janiero ( documentos relativos a su aprobacion) . 

1939 \Nuestra revolution economica {colaboradon) . 

The treaties and other international acts are promulgated in the official gazette. 
Texts including those of administrative agreements are ordinarily included in the 
Memoria. So far as the international acts are subject to legislative approval, they 
are included in the sessional volume of laws. Individual treaties seem seldom to 
have been published in separate pamphlet form, although law 7 of 1944 (Nov. 30) 
now provides for the printing of subsequent treaties and conventions in a numbered 
series of pamphlets. 

In 1939, the latest treaty collection entitled Tratados y convenios de Colombia: 
coleccion hecha por Eduardo Gusman Esponda 1919-38 was printed, including 
certain earlier pacts that had only been ratified subsequently. For the period 
1920-31, there is also a collection by Jose Manuel Perez Sarmiento in the Bolotin 
del Ministerio de relaciones exterior es, 2.a epoca, vol. 1, no. 3-5, 1931. 

The first treaty collection was printed at Bogota in 1826 under the title Coleccion 
de tratados de pas, amistad, aliansa y comer do concluidos por la republica de 
Colombia durante el periodo constitutional desde 1821 hasta 1826. It was also 
printed at Caracas in 1826 as Tratados que la republica de Colombia ha celebrado 
con varias potencias. 

The Coleccion de tratados publicos, 1822-44, is contained on pp. 415-460 of the 
Recopilacion de l eyes de la Nueva Granada , formada i publicada en cumplimiento 
de la lei de 4 de mayo de 1843 i por comision del poder ejecutivo , por Lino de 
Pombo, 1845. 

The next collection was printed in 1866 as Coleccion de tratados publicos, con - 
venciones y declaraciones diplomaticos de los Estados unidos de Colombia. 

The two volume collection by Pedro Ignacio Cadena printed in 1883-84 under 
the title Coleccion de tratados publicos , convenciones y declaraciones diplomdticos 
de los Estados unidos de Colombia gives first the treaties in force and then includes 
those that the editor considered no longer in effect. A first supplement was printed 
in 1906, and a second in 1913 as Anexo a la Memoria de 1913. 

The collection Tratados publicos, [1811-1919], was printed as vol. 6 (1920) of 
the Anales diplomdticos y consular es, edited by Antonio Jose Uribe. In 1906 
Eduardo Posada had published in the B olefin de historia y antiguedades, vol. 4, 
no. 41, pp. 257-292, a list of the treaties concluded from 1811 to 1906, including 
those never ratified. A list of the treaties concluded from 1811 to 1927 with indi- 
cation of those no longer in force is printed in the Manu-al diplomatico y consular 
colombiaw, by Jose Maria Perez Sarmiento, 5th edition, 1927. 

A compilation of commercial treaties and agreements in force, prepared by Carlos 
Portocarrero M. of the Departamento de asuntos economicos y comerciales and 
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printed in 1946 (256 pp.) under the title Tr at ados y cotmenios coiner dales de 
Colombia (1829—1944), represents an aspect of increasing importance. 

An effort to have a more frequent publication of material than afforded by the 
Memoria is represented by the Bo let in del Ministerio de relaciones exteriores, 
issued from tomo 1, no. 1, Sept. 1907, to temo 8, no. 5, 1915, and again from vol. 1, 
no. 1, Nov. 1930, to vol. 4, no. 6, Nov.— Dec. 1934. During this later period from 
about Mar. 1931 to at least May 15, 1933, some eighty-odd numbers of a mimeo- 
graphed Bole tin de noticias had been issued to make available to the diplomatic 
missions and consular offices current material of importance. This was continued 
from about Sept. 1934 to Feb. 3, 1944, by a mimeographed BoleUn senianal de 
noticias para las embajadas , legaciones y consulados de la republica, of which 491 
numbers were issued. Beginning with ano 1, no. 1, Feb. 15, 1944, this was replaced 
by a printed publication entitled Noticias de Colombia, boletin para el senncio 
exterior de la republica , issued at first fortnightly, then more or less irregularly, 
containing presidential messages and other important public statements, decrees, etc. 
A Revista colombiana de derecho international :boletm del Ministerio de relaciones 
exteriores has been inaugurated under the editorship of Carlos Lozano y Lozano 
with no. 1, dated April 15, 1947. 

In the Armies diplom-dticos y consulares de Colombia, edited by Antonio Jose 
Uribe, in six volumes, 1900-20, is a chronological compilation of the sections of 
presidential messages relating to foreign affairs and reports of the ministry, 1823- 
1915 (vol. 3-5). Vol. 5 further includes a list of the documents annexed to the 
Memorias, 1845-1915, a list of laws relating to international affairs, 1821-1914, 
and a list of the documents relating to the ministry printed in the official gazette, 
1821-1916. Vol. 6 includes a treaty collection, 1811-1919. 

A small directory of the diplomatic corps at Bogota is issued more or less 
frequently under the title Lista diplomatica , and a similar one for the consular 
corps under the title Lista consular , A listing of the foreign service as well as 
of diplomatic and consular representatives is given quite frequently in the Memoria . 
A historical register of missions from Colombia and to Colombia as regards 
Argentina, Holy See, Spain, Peru, Italy, Cuba, Chile, Mexico, Brazil, and the 
United States of America, prepared by Jose Manuel Perez Ayala under the title 
Misiones diplomaticas was printed in the Noticias de Colombia during 1945. 

Various manuals for the guidance of the foreign service have been published, 
among them being the following : 

Compilation consular colombiana , 1937. 

Instruc tiones para los consules dc la republica, 1938. 

Prontuario consular colombiano , 1938. 

Guta para los funcionarios diplomdticos y consulares, 1943. 

BOUNDARIES 

Mapping, particularly as regards boundaries, is a function of the ministry carried 
out by the Oficina de longitudes y fronteras. Decree 930 of 1902 (June 11) 
authorized an office under the joint supervision of the Ministerio de guerra and the 
Ministerio de instruccion publica to draw up a general map of the republic. By decree 
338 of 1903 (Mar. 16), the Servicio geografico was organized. In 1905 the Oficina 
de longitudes was suspended, but was reauthorized by law T of 1909, being now placed 
under the Ministerio de relaciones exteriores. By decree 1300 of 1938 (July), the 
name was changed to Oficinia de longitudes y fronteras. 

A general map of the country entitled Mapa de la republica de Colombia, on 
a scale of 1 :2, 000,000 was issued in 1931 and reedited in 1940, both editions being 
printed at Bern, Switzerland, by Kummerly and Frey. A Mapa de la republica 
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de Colombia destinado a la instruction publica on a scale of 1:1,000,000 was issued 
in 1920, being printed at Bern. A Mapa telegrdfico de la republica de Colombia 
on a scale of 3 mm. to 4 km., printed at Bogota, was issued in 1925. 

In addition, a Carta geografica on a scale of 1 : 500,000 has been issued covering 
the departamentos, etc., as follows: 

Antioquia, 1919, printed at Bogota; 2d ed., 1941, printed at Bern. 

Atlantico y Bolivar, 1939, printed at Bern. 

Boyaca, 1921 ; 2d eel., 1937, both printed at Bogota. 

Caldas, 1924, printed at Bogota ; 2d ed., 1942, printed at Bern. 

Cauca, 1931, printed at Bern. 

Cundinamarca, 1919, printed at Bogota; 2d ed., 1929, printed at Bogota; 3d ed., 
1941, printed at Bern. 

Huila, 1928, printed at Bern. 

Magdalena, 1932, printed at Bern. 

Narino, 1924, printed at Bogota. 

Norte de Santander, 1927, printed at Bern. 

Santander, 1926, printed at Bogota; 2d ed., 1941, printed at Bern. 

Tolima, 1927, printed at Bogota. 

Valle del Cauca, 1927, printed at Bern. 

Choco (intendencia) 1928, printed at Bern. 

Goajira (comisaria) 1940', printed at Bern. 

Rio Magdalena, 1920 and 2d ed., 1929, both printed at Bern. 

Under the uniform title Arreglo de limites entre la republica de Colombia y 
la republica . . ., the Oficina has published volumes covering each of the boundaries, 
containing the proceedings of the boundary commissions, detailed maps, and related 
data, as follows : 

Brazil, 1940; Ecuador, 1941; Panama, 1941; Peru, 1941; Venezuela, 1943. 

A general work on the boundaries, containing a summary of the data in the 
above volumes, has been issued under the title Limit es de la republica de Colombia, 
1944, there having been a previous edition in 1934. 

Also the Oficina has issued the following technical brochures : 

Longitud de Bogota, 1925. 

Astronomia de position , 1939 (first issued as Determination de coordenadas 
gcogrdficas, 1931). 

Coordenadas geograficas, 1940, 3d ed. 

In connection with the Costa Rican boundary with the department of Panama 
under the arbitration of the president of the French republic, the following docu- 
ments were issued on the part of Colombia, probably all printed in very small 
editions : 

Limites de Colombia con Costa Rica: memoria redactada de orden del gobierno 
de Colombia, par F. de P. Borda. Bogota, 1896. 

Limites entre la Colombie et le Costa Rica: expose presente a son excellence, 
M. le President de la Republique frangaise en qualite d’arbitre par don Francisco 
Silvela, avocat de la Legation de Colombie en Espagne. Paris, 1898. 1st memoire. 

Diffcrend entre la Colombie et le Costa Rica, arbitrage de son excellence, M. le 
President de la Republique frangaise: deuxieme memoire presente au nom de la 
republique de Colombie. Paris, 1899. 

Differ end de limites entre la Colombie et le Costa Rica, arbitrage de son excel- 
lence, M. le President de la Republique frangaise: consultations et memoir es pre- 
sents par la Colombie. Paris, ^ 1900. 4 pts. in 1 vol., each with separate title-page. 
Includes 3d memoire and resume. 
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Differ end an sujet de Unities entre la Colombie ei le Costa Rica.' resume chrono - 
logiqwe des litres territorianx de la republique de Colombie. Paris, 1899. 

In connection with the Venezuelan boundary arbitration by the Swiss Federal 
Council, the following documents were issued on the part* of Colombia, probably 
all printed in very small editions: 

Affaire des limites entre la- Colombie et le Venezuela. Premier memoir e de 
la Colombie. Neuchatel, 1918. 

Affaire dc Unities entre la Colombie et le Venezuela. Menwire responsif de la 
republique de Colombie presente an Haul conseil federal suisse. Neuchatel, 1919. 

Affatie de Unities entre la Colombie et V enezuela: cartes, plans et documents 
geographiques, communiques par les gouvernements de la Colombie et du Vene- 
zuela. Neuchatel, 1919. 

Second atlas. Neuchatel, 1919. 

Arbitrage entre la Colombie et le Venezuela. Limites entre la Colombie et le 
Venezuela. Documents communiques par le gouvernement Colombian. Extrait- 
traduction des Anmles diplomatique s et consulaires de la Colombie. Neuchatel 
1918-19. 2 vols. 

Affaire de limites entre la Colombie et le Venezuela. Replique de la republique 
de colombie presente an Haut conseil federal suisse. Neuchatel, 1920. 

Affaire de Unities entre la Colombie et le Venezuela. Renseignemen ts comple- 
ment air es presentes par le republique de Colombie au Haut conseil federal suisse. 
Neuchatel, 1921. 
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Minister!© del Trabajo 

The Ministerio del trabajo was established as the Ministerio de trabajo, higiene 
y prevision social by few 96 of 1938 (Aug. 6) taking over the Oficina general 
del trabajo and the Superintendencia de cooperativas from the Ministerio de in- 
dustrias, the Departamento nacional de higiene from the Ministerio de educacion 
nacional, and the Superintendencia de instituciones de utilidad comun from the Minis- 
terio de gobierno. By decree 2392 of 1938 (Dec 30), the new ministry was organ- 
ized with the following bureaus: 

Departamento de negocios generales, 

Departamento administrative, 

Departamento nacional del trabajo, 

Departamento de cooperativas y prevision social. 

Departamento de servicios coordinados de higiene, 

Departamento de lucha antileprosa, 

Departamento de proteccion inf an til y materna, 

Departamento de asistencia social, 

Denartamento de ingenieria sanitaria.* 

Law 165 of 1938 (Nov. 16) dealing with the national civil service created a Consejo 
nacional de administracion y disciplina attached to the ministry. In 1940' 4 coopera- 
tivas” was transferred to the Ministerio de la economia nacional and subsequently 
returned as the Superintendencia de .cooperativas. Early in 1943 a Servicio coope- 
rativo interamericano de salud publma was established as a result of a contract 
with the Office of the Coordinator of Interamerican affairs of the United States of 
America. By decree 1375 of 1945 and 1970 of 1946 (Mar. 7), the public health 
services were regrouped as the Direccion nacional de salubridad with the following 
divisions : 

Division de bioestadistica. 

Division de epidemiologia, 

Division de malariologia, 

Division de tuberculosis, 

Division de lepra, 

Division de asistencia social, 

Division de higiene materno-infantil, 

Division de educacion sanitaria y propaganda, 

Division de nutricion y alimentos, 

. Division de ingenieria sanitaria. 

By decree 1600 of 1945 (June 30), a social security fund was set up under the 
name Caja nacional de prevision social de los empleados y obreros nacionales. 
Law 90 of (Dec. 26) further set up the Instituto colombiano de seguros sodales. 

The principal publication of the ministry is the annual Mcmoria del ministro . . . 
al Congreso beginning with the one presented in 1939. To the first Mcmoria, there 
are four volumes of anexos. Fasc. 1 covers the Servicios de higiene, fasc. 2, the 
departamentos de lepra y proteccion infantil y materna, fasc. 3, the departamentos 
de asistencia social, ingenieria sanitaria, cooperativas y prevision social. An un- 
numbered fascicule has the title Sentido y realisation de una politico social: informe 
del jefe del Departamento nacional del trabajo. The Memorias presented in 1944 
and 1945 each have a separate volume of anexos. 


* By decree 964 of 1940 absorbed the Seecion especial de aqueductos from the Ministerio 
de obras publicas. 
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The Departamento nacional del trabajo had its origin as the Oficina general del 
trabajo under the Ministerio de industrias by law 83 of 1923 (Nov. 12), amended 
by law 73 of 1927 (Nov. 15). Law 6 of 1945 (Feb. 9) dealing with labor agree- 
ments, etc., created by chapter IP a special labor jurisdiction with a Corte suprema 
del trabajo, tribunales seccionales del trabajo, and juzgados del trabajo. Law 26 of 
1946 (Nov. 27) organizing the special labor jurisdiction changed the name of the 
Corte suprema del trabajo to the Tribunal supremo del trabajo. Although attached 
to the ministry, the labor jurisdiction really forms a part of the Judicial branch. 
In view of the establishment of the labor courts, the Departamento nacional del 
trabajo was reorganized by decree 1309 of 1946 (May 1). 

As a means of currently publicizing labor legislation, regulations, court decisions, 
pronouncements, articles, etc., the Boletin de la Oficina general del trabajo was 
initiated beginning with no. 1, Aug. 1929, and continued from no. 71, 1936, to 81, 
May 1942 (when publication seems to have been suspended) as the Boletin del 
Departamento nacional del trabajo. Currently labor legislation as well as court 
decisions may be found conveniently reproduced in the monthly Culture , revista 
colombiana del trabajo , published from 1939 to date by Francisco A. Correa, and 
also in the monthly Derecho del trabajo , published by Campo E. Baron Serrano, 
from 1945 to date. 

A directory of the labor organizations which have been incorporated 1909-45, 
is printed on pp. 401-40 of the Anexos a la Memoria del ministro de trabajo , 
higiene y prevision social , II, 1944—1945, under the title “Estadistica de las organi- 
zaciones sindicales que han obtenido personeria juridica desde el ano de 1909 al 
primer semestre de 19457’ A similar directory, or census of labor organizations, 
1909-37, had been prepared by the Departamento de justicia, and printed in 1938, 
(33 pp.) under the title Reseha del movimiento sindical, 1909-1937 . 

As provided by law 165 of 1938 (Nov. 16) “por la cual se crea la carrera ad- 
ministrativa” the Consejo nacional de administracion y disciplina began to function 
as a civil service commission in 1940, and has reported its activities in government 
matters in an irregular series entitled Publicarciones del Consejo nacional de admi- 
nistracion y disciplina ( carrera administrative) beginning with no. 1, May 1940. 

* Chapter II together with decree 1745 of 1945 and with a “proyecto de ley sobre Codigo 
procesal del trabajo was issued in 1945 (128 pp.) under the title Jurisdiction especial del 
trabajo. 
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Departamento de Contraloria 

In accordance with a recommendation of the Mision Kemmerer, the Departa- 
mento de contraloria was established by law 42 of 1923 (July 19) as a servicio 
nacional administrative” independent of the ministries, and began operations as of 
Sept. 1, 1923, taking over the functions of the Corte de cuentas,* Direccion general 
de la contabilidad nacional, Oficina central de ordenacion de gastos, Procurador de 
hacienda, Seccion de credito publico of the Ministerio del tesoro, as well as the 
Oficina nacional de estadistica. Initially the Contraloria was organized in seven 
sections as follows : Oficialia mayor, Contador en jefe, Auditoria de tesoreria, 
Auditoria de liquidacion de cuentas, Juridica, Servicios especiales, and Estadistica. 
In 1941, Resclucion reglamentaria 386 provided for organization of the Contraloria 
as follows: Desparho de contralor, Contraloria auxiliar, Consejo tecnico y audi- 
torias, revisorias y visitadurias, Secretaria y negocios generates, Control previo, 
Contabilidad y revision, Seccion juridica y de fenecimiento, Seccion de fianzas y 
finiquitos, Direccion nacional de estadistica and Consejo de coordinacion. 

Under article 69, law 42 of 1923, the Contralor was required to make an annual 
report to the President of the republic. The first report is entitled Informe del Con- 
tralor general al excelentisimo sehor Presidente de la republica, 1924 , the text of pp. 
32-64 being also issued separately with the title Informe financiero de la republica 
de Colombia correspondiente al aho de 1923 (38 pp.) 

The second, third and fourth reports presented in 1925, 1926 and 1927 are each 
entitled Informe del contralor general de la republica a la honorable Cdmara de 
representantes and are each accompanied by a separate part two entitled Informe 
financiero de la republica de Colombia corresponding to the years 1924, 1925, and 
1926. The fifth and sixth reports presented in 1928 and 1929 have the title Informs 
del Contralor general , each including the “informe financiero” with simply the half- 
title Informe al excelentisimo sehor Presidente de la republica; and that for the 3 
seventh presented in 1930 including the second section with the half-title Informs 
finaciero de la republica de Colombia correspondiente al aho de 1929. Beginning 
with the report corresponding to the fiscal year 1930, the title has been regularly 
Informe financiero del contralor general de la republica de Colombia correspon- 
diente al aho fiscal. The report corresponding to 1936 is accompanied by a separate 
anexo Estado de la deuda publica nacional 31-X 11-36 /* that for 1937 is ac- 
companied by three separate anexos. 

1. Los ferrocarriles nacionales f 1937. 

2. Situacion de la deuda publica nacional en 31 de diciembre de 1937. 

3. Estadistica fiscal y administrative de la nacion , los defartamentos y mimicipios 

Beginning with the report for 1938, the anexo Estadistica fiscal y administrative 

prepared by the Direccion nacional de estadistica has been printed regularly, there 
being a consolidated volume printed for the years 1942-43. Accompanying the 
report corresponding to the year 1943 was a further separate anexo entitled Fondc. 
de foment o municipal 1943 — F errocarriles nacionales, 1942—43. 


* The Corte de cuentas had been established by law 36 of 1898, and had in turn beer 
preceded by an Oficina general de cuentas (law of Feb. 1858). Informes in separate forn 
were issued from year to year by the Oficina general de cuentas and later by the Corte de 
cuentas. 

* Earlier the Contraloria had issued the Prontuario de la deuda pdblica de Colombia y si 
situacion en 31 de diciembre de 1925 (1926, 95 pp.) and the Deuda publica nacional en 30- 
VI— 34 as Boletin 12. 
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By article 16, law 88 of 1925, the Departamento was authorized to publish a 
monthly bulletin “dedicado a los ramos de estadistica, contabilidad y resumenes 
fiscales, sentencias, glosas, etc., que a juicio del contralor contribuyan a la mejor 
defensa y conocimiento de los intereses fiscales del pais.” This B olefin del Departa- 
mento de contraloria was published from ano 1, num. 1, Apr. 1927 to nos. 95-96, 
Nov.-Dee. 1935. Nos. 1 to 71-72 were entitled Boletin de la Contraloria general de 
la reptiblica. An extraordinary number dated Aug. 1932 ( Informe finandero co- 
rrespondiente al primer semestre de 1932) was issued between nos. 58-59 (May— 
June), and nos. 60-61 (Sept.-Oct. 1932). Owing to the larger size of the original 
printing of no. 60-61, it was reprinted in the ordinary smaller size with nos. 62-63 
being dated Sept.-Dee. 1932. Beginning with 1934 (nos. 76-77), the scope was 
enlarged to include articles and other material of more general interest, prepared 
for the most part by members of the staff. With no. 81, June 1934, the size was 
changed from octavo to quarto. 

Just before the time of he change in scope, a supplementary series under the 
title Publicacioms del Departamento de contraloria was inaugurated with cuaderno 
no. 1 (1933), including compilations of regulations, rules, financial procedures, 
special reports on financial and administrative matters of the Departamento as well 
as collections, usually annual, of “resoluciones de caracter premanente y circulares 
reglamentarias dictadas por la Contraloria general.” With no. 29, this irregular 
series was given the title Boletin del Departamento de contraloria. 

Beginning with Feb. 1936 a monthly bulletin devoted entirely to current statistical 
data was published, and continued through Apr. 1940. Feb. and Mar. 1936 had the 
title InformaciSn y estadistica de Colombia; Apr. 1936, through Jan. 1939, Boletin 
mensual: Informacion economica y estadistica de Colombia. Beginning with Feb. 
1939, when the printing of the economic, industrial and related statistics was trans- 
ferred to the Anales de economia y estadistica , the title was changed to Boletin 
mensual , Informacion fiscal de Colombia. 

Under the title Anales de economia y estadistica (with tomo 1, num. 1, 1938) 
publication of a review devoted to aricles and reports (economic and statistical ) as 
well as current statistics related to production, consumption, mining industry, public 
finance, banking, stock exchange transactions, foreign trade, etc., was begun and 
continued through vol. 7, num. 1, Jan 20, 1944. Vol. 1 consisted only of one number 
containing the study “El costo de vida de la clase obrera en Bogota, por Paul 
Hermberg” issued by the Centro de estudios y el Laboratorio de estadistica. Vol. 
2 consists of nos. 1-6, Mar -Dec'. 1939. Volume 3 consists of nos. 1-7/8, Feb.- 
Nov./Dec. 1940, and has supplements to the following numbers: 

2. Estudio analitico de la poblacion colombiana en 170 anos. 

3. La renta y la duracion del trabajo. La ocupacion obrera y su costa. 

6. Las condiciones y el costo de la vida de la clase obrera en Medellin. 

Vol. 3, no. 3, to vol. 4, no. 10/11, have the subtitle: Boletin de la Contraloria 
general de la reptiblica; vol. 5-7, no. 1, the subtitle Revisfa de la Contraloria 
general de la reptiblica. Vol. 5-6 were issued semimonthly. Vols. 2 to 5, no. 1, 
were edited in the Direccion de estadistica. 

During the remainder of 1944 the Anales de economia y estadistica was replaced 
by Colombia , organo de la Contraloria general de la republica , sintesis de la actwi - 
dad nacional y continental , nos. 1/2 to 10, Jan./Feb. to Oct., containing articles 
on various aspects of Colombian economy, regulations and orders of the Contra- 
loria and current economic statistics. 

The Amies de economia y estadistica , revista de la Contraloria general de la 
republica began its “segunda epoca” with ano 1, num. 1, for Jan. 1945, and has 
748587 — 48—7 
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continued publication monthly with special supplements to various numbers as 
follows : 

5. El desarrollo de Bogota y las investigaciones del costo de la vida obrera, por 
Francisco de Abrisqueta. 

6.. Estadistica electoral, resultado de las elecciones para representantes al Con- 
greso nacional verificadas al 18 de marzo de 1945. 

7-8. Medios de pago en circulacion y exigibilidades monetarias. 

9-10. Edwin Walter Kemmerer y su obra en Colombia — Homenaje que la Contra - 
loria general rinde a la memoria de su insigne fundador. 

11-12. El comercio exterior de Colombia en el primer semestre de 1945. 

13-14, Estadistica electoral, resultado de las elecciones para concejales efectuadas 
el 7 de octubre de 1945. 

19-20. Las condiciones economico-sociales y el costo de la vida de la clase media 
en Bogota. 

Between 1935 and 1942 five volumes of the Geografta <econdmica de Colombia 
were published for the following departments : 1, Antioquia ; 2, Atlantico ; 3, Boyaca ; 
4, Caldas; 5, Bolivar. The plan is to continue these studies on historical and eco- 
nomic geography with a volume for each of the other departments. 
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DIRECCION NACIONAL DE ESTADISTICA 

The Direccion general de estadistica created in the Ministerio de hacienda by law 
63 of 1914, effective Jan. 1, 1915, became as of Sept. 1, 1923, part of the Departa- 
mento de contraloria, first as Seccion de estadistica nacional, later as Direccion 
general de estadistica, and finally (1935) as Direccion nacional de estadistica. 
Law 82 of 1935 provided that all statistical services of the government be 
centralized in the Contraloria general and that beginning Jan. 1, 1936, a 
statistical office be established in the capital of each departamento, inten- 
dencia and comisaria. The volume in the unnumbered series Coleccion de estudios 
admmistrativos of the Contraloria general by Carlos Lleras Restrepo entitled La 
estadistica nacional, su organizacion, sus problemas, 1938, then the Cartilla de esta- 
distica, nos. i-v, 1937-38, further the Estatuto orgdnico de la estadistica nacional, 
1945 ( Boletin de la Conraloria general, cuaderno 39), and still further Paul 
Hermberg’s “Las actividades estadisticas de Colombia” with a bibliography of 
official statistical publications, on pp. 208-248, in the Statistical activities of the 
American nations, 1940 (Washington, 1941) contain many details about the statis- 
tical organization and work that it is not possible to touch upon here. 

From 1915 through 1935, the present series of the Anuario general de estadistica 
with Comer cio exterior constituted the collection of national statistics, numbered 
only from vol. ix through xxxviii, the assignment of numbers from i through 
viii being tentative. For convenience in reference the whole collection is itemized 
as follows: 

[i] Estadistica del comer cio exterior de la republica de Colombia en el aho de 

1915. 

A summary forms part of the statistical report in the Memoria de hacienda t 

1916, and was also issued separately with the title Informe del director general 
de estadistica nacional al sehor ministro de hacienda y resnmen del comercio exte- 
rior ( importaciones y exportaciones ) durante el aho de 1915. There had been a 
separate 38 page summary for 1914 entitled simply Comercio exterior. 

[n] Anuario estadistico, 1915. 

[in] Comercio exterior de la republica de Colombia, aho de 1916. 

A summary (103 pp.) was published under the title Anexos al Informe del mi- 
nistro de hacienda al Congreso de 1917 : documentos del ramo de estadistica. 

[iv] Anuario estadistico, con el censo civil levantado el 14 de octubre de 1918 y 
otros datos de dicho aho y de los de 1919 y 1920. 

Census figures on pp. 488-524. 

[v] Comercio exterior de la republica de Colombia, aho de 1917. 

[vi] Comercio exterior de la republica de Colombia, aho de 1918. 

[vn] Comercio exterior de la republica de Colombia, aho de 1919. 

1917, 1918, and 1919 of Comercio exterior all have the title Estadistica as a part 
of signature marks at the foot of pages. 

[viii] Censo de poblacion de la republica de Colombia, levantado el 14 de octubre 
de 1918, aprobado el 19 de septiembre de 1921 por la ley 8a. del tnismo ah. 

Signature marks at the foot of the page in this volume carry the title Anuario 
estadistico. 

[ix] Anuario estadistico. Nupcialidad, natalidad, mortalidad , 1918 a 1922. 

x Anuario estadistico. Movimiento fluvial — Ferro car riles, 1918 a 1922 

xi Anuario estadistico : degiiello, salinas terrestres, . . . 1918 a 1922. 

xii Anuario estadistico: Comercio exterior, 1922. 

Apparently the volumes of Comercio exterior for 1920 and 1921 were not pre- 
pared and printed. 
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xiii Anuario estadistico de Colombia, 1923. 

xrv Anuario estadistico : Comer cio exterior , 1923. 

xv Anuario estadistico de Colombia: J usticia, asuntos civile s, delincuencia, car - 
celes, reclusion y presidio , catastro de la propiedad rais, presupucstos, rentas re - 
catidadas , gastos efectivos, . . . 1923. 

xvi Anuario estadistico de Colombia: Nupcialidad, natalidad, mortalidad, 1924. 

xvn Anuario estadistico: Comercio exterior, 1924. 

xviii Anuario estadistico de Colombia: Medicina legal, asistencia publica , niovi- 
miento fluvial, movimiento de ferrocarriles . . . 1924. 

xix Anuario estadistico : Comercio exterior, 1925. 

xx Anuario estadistico de Colombia: Matrimonios, nacimientos, de f undone s , 
medicina legal } movimiento fluvial . . . 1925. 

xxi Anuaj'io estadistico de Colombia: Movimiento warititno, 1924-26, comercio 
de cabotaje, 1924—26, movimiento fluvial, 1926, movimiento de pasajeros por los 
puertos maritimos, 1926, matrimonies, 1926, nacimientos „ 1926, defuncionnes, 1926 , . . . 

xxn Anuario estadistico •; Comercio exterior, 1926. 

xxiri Anuario estadistico de Colombia: Territorio, matrimonios, nacimientos, 
defunciones, movimiento de pasajeros por los puertos maritimos, estadistica fiscal, 
1927. 

xxiv Anuario estadistico de Colombia: Estadistica fiscal, movimiento economico, 
estado moral, 1927. 

xxv Anuario estadistico: Comercio exterior, 1927. 

xxvi Anuario estadistico: Comercio exterior, 1928. 

xxvn Anuario general de estadistica, 1928. 

xx viii Comercio exterior de Colombia de 1929. 

xxix Comercio exterior de Colombia , 1930. 

xxx Anuario de estadistica general, 1929. 

xxxi Anuario de estadistica general, 1930. 

xxxii Comercio exterior de Colombia, 1931. 

xxxiu Comercio exterior de Colombia, 1932. 

xxxiii (i. e. xxxi v) Anuario de estadistica general, 1931. 

xxxv Anuario de estadistica general, 1932. 

xxxvi Comercio exterior de Colombia, 1933. 

xxxvii Comercio exterior de Colombia, 1934. (Cover-title: Anuario de comercio 
exterior.) 

xxxvm Comercio exterior de Colombia, 1935. (Cover-title: Anuario de comercio 
exterior.) 

For the year 1933, the Anuario de • estadistica general had no volume number, 
and for the year 1934 and subsequent years, likewise without volume numbers, had 
the title changed to Anuario general de estadistica. For the year 1935, there was 
a supplementary pamphlet Estadistica nosografica, and for the year 1936, one 
entitled Estadistica demografica y nosologica. In more recent years the Anuario 
is divided into three main sections: 1 Territory, population, 2 Economy, 3 Culture. 
For the year 1941, a small handy compilation Sintesis estadistica de Colombia was 
issued, and a second for 1939-43 in 1944. 

As regards earlier statistical yearbooks, article 877 of law 106 of 1873 (Codigo 
fiscal) created the Oficina de estadistica nacional under the Secretaria de hacienda 
i fomento. In 1874, Anibal Galindo, the head of the office, prepared a Historia 
economtca i estadistica de la hacienda nacional. In 1875, the Oficina issued the 
Anuario estadistico de Colombia, including figures of the census of population 
taken in 1870. For 1876, the second Anuario estadistico de los Estados unidos de 
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Colombia was prepared under the direction of R. Rocha Gutierrez and issued in 
two parts (1 Territorio, and 2 Comercio esterior), the title pages of the parts read- 
ing Estadistica de Colombia. 

As of Mar. 31, 1880, the Oficina was abolished, and a Seccion de estadistica 
created in the Secretaria de fomento. The Anuario estadistico de Ios Estados unidos 
de Colombia for 1882 included only bank balances and foreign trade. For 1883, only 
the first entrega (135 pp.) was issued, including a catastro de animales and impor- 
tacion para Barranquilla. 

In 1907, the Direccion general de estadistica in the Ministerio de hacienda (Vicen- 
te Parra R., direcctor general) issued the large volume Estadistica annul de la 
republica de Colombia for the year 1905. A similar work prepared for the year 
1906 seems to have remained unprinted. 

Law 8 of 1909 diminished the statistical activities, and the census of 1912 taken 
by the Junta del censo nacional was published by the Ministerio de gobierno under 
the title Censo general de la republica de Colombia levantado al 5 de marso de 
1912 . . . presentado al Congreso en sus sesiones ordinarias de 1912 por el mimstro 
de gobierno , doctor Pedro M. Carreno (336 pp.) This volume includes a historical 
summary and plan for the capital of each departamento, the political division of the 
republic, 1819-1912 (pp. 28-30), “Mandatarios de Colombia desde los tiempos de 
la colonia hasta nuestros dias,” pp. 301-304, “Relacion cronologica de los prelados 
que han gobernado la Iglesia colombiana de 1542 a 1912,” p. 305, “Relacion de 
los municipios de la republica, con expresion de la provincia y del departamento a 
que pertenecen,” pp. 306-321. 

The Anuario de comercio exterior in continuation of the numbered series above 
has been published from 1939 to date under this title, the volumes for 1936, 1937 
and 1938 having the title Comercio exterior de Colombia (cover-title : Anuario de 
comercio exterior). Earlier statistics on foreign trade so far as prepared and 
printed are often to be found in the Memorias of the Ministerio de hacienda. 

To consider the organization of agricultural statistics, a Primera Asamblea Na- 
cional de Estadistica Agropecuaria was held at Bogota, Apr. 11-19, 1939. The pro- 
ceedings (232 pp.) contains an “Estudio sobre estadistica agricola” by Alberto 
Ricaurte Montoya. 

To conduct the census of 1938 of population and of buildings, a temporary 
Direccion general de los censos was created, and the results were published in 16 
volumes (194CM2) under the title Censo general de poblacion , 5 de jidio de 1938, 
ordenado por la Ley 67 de 1917, there being one volume for each departamento, one 
for the intendencias and comisarias, and a summary (resumen). The results of 
the census of buildings were published in one volume (393 pp.) in 1939 
under the title Primer censo nacional de edificios efeciuado el 20 de abril de 1938, 
and the tables for each departamento were also included in the volumes of the 
population census. The results of the first industrial census are being issued (1947) 
in separate parts by department under the title Primer censo industrial de Colombia , 
1945. 

As regards the earlier censuses of Colombia, results are to be found as follows: 

1825, summary results in Gaceta de Colombia, no. 311, Sept. 30, 1827, and the 
Esposicion presented by the Secretario del interior in 1827. 

1835, summary in Gaceta de la Nueva Granada, no. 211, Oct. 11, 1835, and no. 
234, Mar. 20, 1836. 

1843, in Estadistica jeneral de la Nueva Granada que conforme al decreto ejecu - 
tivo de 18 de diciembre de 1846 (Secretaria de relaciones exteriores, 1848, 1st and 



82 


GUIDE TO OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 


only part), also summary in Gaceta de la Nueva Granada , no. 661, Jan. 7, 1884, and 
in the Esposicion of the Secretaria de lo interior in 1844. 

1851, summary tables in Informe of the Secretaria de gobierno presented in 1852. 

1864, summary table in annual report of the Secretaria de lo interior i relaciones 
esteriores. 

1870, summary table in the Memoria of the Secretaria de lo interior i relaciones 
esteriores in 1875, and in more detail in the Anuario estadistico de Colombia , 1875 1 

1905, summary tables in Diario oficial, no. 16028, Feb. 24, 1917. 

1912, cited above. 

1918, cited above. 

1928, results not approved by Congress, but summary tables were printed in 1930 
in a limited edition (71 pp.) under the title Memoria y cuadros del censo de 1928 . 

The Anales de econonna y estadistica , which was edited in the beginning by the 
Direccion nacional de estadistica, is described under the Departamento de contra- 
loria. The series Estadistica fiscal y administrativa, published as a supplement to 
the Informe financiero of the Departamento de contraloria, is described there. 



JURISDICTIONAL BRANCH 


The jurisdictional (judicial) branch, one of the three branches of the govern- 
ment as stated in article 55 of the Constitution (codification of 1945), is composed 
of the Supreme court, of the superior district courts (tribunales superiores de 
distrito judicial), and of various other courts established by law (juzgados supe- 
riores de distrito judicial and the juzgados de circuito). .Law 6 of 1945 (Feb. 19) 
provides for special labor courts — juzgados del trabajo as courts of first instance, 
tribunales seccionales del trabajo as courts of appeal, and the Corte suprema del 
trabajo as tribunal de casacion. Law 26 of 1946, organizing the labor jurisdiction 
changed' the name of the Corte suprema del trabajo to Tribunal supremo del trabajo. 
Article 217 of the codification of 1945, enacted as article 68 of the Acto legislative 
no. 1 of 1945 reads as follows: “La ley establecera y organizara un Tribunal 
de conflictos, encargado de dirimir los casos de competencia entre la jurisdiccion 
comun y la administrativa.” This tribunal of conflicts seems not to have been 
established. Law 68 of 1945 (Dec. 21) authorized the establishment of a Ministerio 
de justicia, which was organized by decree 0105 of 1947 (Jan. 17), a minister 
having been appointed on Dec. 11, 1946. There had been previously a Ministerio 
de justicia 1890-94. 

CORTE SUPREMA DE JUSTICIA 

Established under the constitutional provision. Functions in three divisions: 
Sala de casacion civil, Sala de casacion penal, and Sala de negocios generales. 
Under the Codigo de justicia penal militar, appeals from decisions of the tribunales 
superiores militares are to the Corte suprema de justicia. 

Under the 1821 and 1830 constitution designated as Alta corte de justicia ; 
under those of 1832 and 1843, Corte suprema de justicia; under that of 1853 
Suprema corte de la nacion, under that of 1863, Corte suprema federal. 

The acuerdos, autos, and sentencias of the court have been published in the 
Gaceta judicial , organo de la Corte supremo, de justicia, from vol. 1, no. 1, Feb. 
1887 to date. The early issues of the Gaceta judicial in 1887 reproduced these 
documents from the Diario oficial beginning with the first sessions of the court 
in Sept. 1886 as organized under the constitution of 1886. The .acuerdos, autos 
and sentencias of the Supreme Court seem previously to have been printed regularly 
only in the official gazette. 

Under the title Juris prudencia de la Corte suprema de justicia t vols. 1-3 of a 
digest of decisions covering 1886-1926 and prepared by Fernando Garavito A. were 
issued from 1915 to 1929. Vol. 4 to cover 1927-29 was not issued on account of 
the death of Garavito. Vol. 5 covering 1930-1936 and prepared by Julian Motta 
Salas was issued in 1941 in two parts. An Informe . . . al congreso or annual 
report, has been issued separately for presentation to Congress in 1890, 1892, 1894, 
1904, 1912, 1914, 1918, 1919, 1923, 1924, 1926, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1933. 

PROCURADURIA GENERAL 

The Ministerio publico, under the Constitution of 1886 is exercised by a Procu- 
rador general de la nacion, (attorney general). The Constitution of 1830 provided 
originally for this office. 

Under the reorganic law (law 83, 1936) the Seccion civil of the Procuraduria 
is in charge of the Procurador delegado en lo civil, and the Seccion penal in charge 
of the Procurador delegado en lo penal. 

There is provision for an annual Informe al exceleniisimo senor president e 
de la republica, which is apparently not always issued in pamphlet form. The 
earliest recorded in separate form was presented in the year 1866 and in recent 
years has been presented in separate pamphlet form in 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 19o7, 
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1938, 1939, and 1946 (for period Sept. 1942-July 1946). Between I860 and 1890 
it was frequently printed as an annex to the Memoria for Gobierno and also in 
1927, 1928, 1929, 1930. 

Under authorization of law 83, article 11 of 1936, the procurador delegado en lo 
penal prepared an Extracto de las doctrinas penales de la ProcuraduHa general 
de la melon, which was printed in 1943 as an alphabetical digest to these materials, 
covering June 16, 1936-Apr. 30, 1943. This digest had reference principally to cases 
under the new penal code of 1938, and had been preceded by similar and briefer 
digests in 1937 and 1939. 

A similar work covering opinions in constitutional matters covering the years 
1942-45, prepared by Rafael Escallon, the Procurador general, was issued late 
in 1945 under the title : Doctrinas de la ProcuraduHa general de la nacion en materia 
const itu cional, 1 945 . 

Occasionally there have also been separate publications such as the following: 
Termination del contrato de concesion petrolifera celebrado por el gobierno na- 
cional con la Tropical oil company. Alegato de conclusion presentado ante la Corte 
suprema de justicia por el procurador delegado, en lo civil [Carlos J. Medellin ]. 
1942. 

CONSEJO DE ESTADO 

The highest advisory body to the government in matters of administration ; pre- 
pares drafts of proposed laws and codes ; and is included here on account of its 
functions as Tribunal supremo de lo contencioso administrative.* Established by 
title 13 of the Constitution of 1886, with seven members, the Vicepresident of the 
Republic as chairman, two members named by the Senate, two by the House of 
representatives, and two by the President of the Republic having, according to law 
23 of 1886, the threefold function of “supremo cuerpo consultivo del gobierno, ” of 
“comision legislativa permanente,” and of “supremo tribunal contencioso admini- 
strative.” 

Under the Constitution of 1821 there was a Consejo de gobierno similar to the 
present Consejo de ministros or cabinet.** Under the Decreto organico of Aug. 28, 
1828, and the constitutions of those of 1830 and 1832, a Consejo de estado; 
under those of 1843, and 1853, a Consejo de gobierno. 

under those of 1843, and 1853, a Consejo de gobierno. Acto legislativo numero 10 
of 1905 (Apr. 27) abrogated title 13 of the Constitution, abolishing the Consejo 
de estado. 

The Consejo de estado was reestablished by the constitutional amendment of 
Sept. 10, 1914 having seven members — the first designate to the Presidency as 
chairman and six members elected by Congress. Law 60 of 1914 (Nov. 5), “orga- 
nica del Consejo de estado,” transferred the functions of the Comision legislativa 
to the Consejo, and also those of a tribunal supremo de lo contencioso administrativo 


* Cf. Gomez Naranjo, Pedro A.: El Consejo de estado; e studio sobre su orgemisaddn en 
Colombia, 1934. 

# * The proceedings of the Consejo de gobierno have been edited by Enrique Ortega Ricaurte, 
jefe del Archivo historico nacional, and published by the Consejo municipal, Bogota, as* a 
tribute to Santander, in two volumes, 1940-1943 under the title Acuerdos del Consejo de 
gobierno de la republica de Colombia , 1821—11824. [1825-1827]. During the period 1906-09, the 
proceedings of the Consejo de ministerios (cabinet) was printed, not only in the Diario oficial , 
but separately as the Anales del Consejo de ministerios, ano 1, tomo 1, nums. 1/7, Sept./Dec. 
1906 to ano III, tomo III, nura. 63, agosto 10, 1909. 
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as authorized by law 130 of 1913 (Dec. 13). Under law 60 of 1914, the Consejo 
de estado functioned in two divisions, a Sala de negocios generales, and a Sala 
de lo contencioso administrative. The two salas were abolished by law 70 of 
1930. Law 7 of 1932 created a Sala de negocios electorales, which functioned until 
abolished by law 47 of 1936. Law 167 of 1941 (Dec. 24) deals with the organiza- 
tion of Jurisdiccion contencioso-administrativa. The functions of Ministerio publico 
are exercised by the Fiscal of the Consejo de estado. 

Law 60 of 1909 (Dec. 16) provided for a Comision legislativa which consisted 
of three senators and five representatives to draft codes and other legislation, and 
performed certain related duties similar to those of the Consejo de estado. Law 88 
of 1910 (Dec. 1) provided in sections 63-66 for the employment of a three member 
Comision de abogados auxiliares (or consultores). Law 39 of 1912 (Oct. 16) 
abolished this commission and replaced it by a six-member Comision legislativa, 
three from each chamber of Congress. 

The record of activities of the Comision legislativa is contained in the Andes 
Dec. 13, 1909-June 15, 1910; Nov. 18, 1912-Nov. 18, 1913; Dec. 1913-Apr. 1914, 
and in the Informe, 1910 and 1914. The Commission also edited the annual Leyes 
for 1912 and 1913. The Comision de abogados auxiliares del despacho ejecutivo 
edited Ados legislatives y leyes de Colombia expedidos por la Asamblea national 
de 1910 and some draft laws in pamphlet form. 

The principal publication of the Consejo de estado is the Andies del Consejo de 
estado from Ano 1, Mar. 1915, to date, mainly devoted to the reporting of the 
"'sentencias” of the Consejo de estado as the Tribunal supremo de lo contencioso 
administrativo. An unofficial digest of the doctrines (sentencias) as reported in 
the Anales edited by Jose Antonio Archila under the title Jurisprudencia del Con- 
sejo de estado has been published as follows: Vol. 1, 1915-16, in 1918; vol. 2, 
1.917-20; vol. 3, 1921-32; vol. 4, 1913-39, in 1940. 

For the Codification national de todas las leyes de Colombia desde el aho de 1821, 
roi 1 and continuation, See under general publications. 

Although there was originally no constitutional or statutory requirement for a 
regular report on the activities of the Consejo, a separate Informe both by the Sala 
de negocios generales and by the Sala de lo contencioso administrative was pre- 
sented to Congress, beginning with the session of 1915. These separate reports 
seem to have been replaced by an Informe ... del Consejo de estado al Congreso 
de la reptiblica beginning with the one presented to the session of 1922. 
Article 7 of law 116 of 1928 required that an annual report be presented to Con- 
gress every year, incorporating reports on the tribunales de lo contencioso 
administrativo. Article 31 of law 167 of 1941 provides that this annual report be 
made at the beginning of the ordinary sessions of Congress. 

The Leyes colombianas or Leyes expedidas por el Congreso national (session 
laws) from 1888 to 1908 and from 1914 to date have been edited by the Consejo 
de estado. See under General publications. 

The Codification of the Constitution of 1886 issued in 1936 [1937], the reprint 
1944 with amendments, and the new Codification of 1945, and various drafts of 
proposed legislation in separate form have also been prepared by the Consejo de 

estado. . , _ 

As indicated in article 14 of Law 167 of 1941 (Dec. 24) m each department 
there is a “Tribunal administrativo” with a seat in the respective capital, having 
jurisdiction over its own deparment, the decisions being usually reported m tie 
official gazettes of the departments. These tribunales seccionales de lo contencioso 
administrativo were created by law 25 of 1928. 
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Tribunales superiores de distrito judicial are situated at each departmental 
capital except Cucuta, and also at the cities of Pereira, Santa Rosa de Viterbo, 
Buga, and Pamplona. 

At the present time almost every Tribunal administrative and almost every Tri- 
bunal superior de distrito judicial seems to have its own revista for the publication 
of decisions and related materials. 
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